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THE 


PREFACE. 
To the Children of the 


Reformation. 


E not concerned to know whoſe hand it is which holds 
B the Link, but follow the light it gives: Reach your 
band to receive this Treatiſe, which marks the ſhore, 

where the Ark of our Reformation, (hatter'd by a Deluge of 
Troubles, may reſt ; which is a Holy Liberty t0 all and each 
perſon 16 b2lieve or not believ?, act or not a, as he pleaſes, 
with a" fafe Con{cience, accor.ling to the Principles of our 
Ketormation. We generally lament the convulſcons whith 
ſhake our Church and State, through the diverſity of Opini- 
015 profeſſed by: our {everal Congregations ; ſome Remedies 
have been applied to bring #3 to Peace and Conformity, but all 
have proved ineffeflual ; ſome of our Deftors judge, nothing 
can cure our Diſeaſe but 4 General Council or ſupream Authe- 
rity, to whoſe Sentence we ſhould all ſubmit ; but this, be- 
ſides that it is Popiſh, to grant any humane power for to oblige 
our Conſciences againſt our Fudgments in matters of Religion, 
B but an imaginary Remedy for 4 real Evil : For, it's not in 
the Reformation as in Popery ; in this there is 4 ſupream Au- 
zhortty for to convene #he Paſtors of divers Kingdoms to 4 ge- 
meral Council, in our Reformation there is none ; Popery be 
lieves it's Councils and Popes infallible, and therefore they 
Az. cannot 
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eannot but acquieſee, tecauſe an infallible Sentence leaves n0 
doubt of rhe Triah ; but in the Reformation, all Councils 
and humane Authority are fallible, an4 conſequently their 
Deciſ. oas may be doubted of, and we are never cerigin of the 
Truth. 

Others judge , the Reedy of cur Diſeaſe can be no other 
but Pills ef Perſecution, fenal Laws, Ads of Parliament, 
Qrdimances of Sinofs, forcing Aen to Conſermity; bxt this 
has proved ot only deſtru&roe to the peace of the Church, but 
has fhickt the very foundation of our Keformation : For if we 
miſt believe under ſevere penalties what the Staie and Eccle- 
ſaſtizal Authority will have us believe, then Scripture muſt be 
no more our Rule of Faith, but the State and Church, which 
tells me what I muſt believe, and we muſt be deprived of the 
right and power of Interpreting Scrifture, and believing it 
in be ſenſe we think it to be the true, and yet our whole Re- 
formation is cemented and was firſt raiſed upon this Holy Li = 
berty 3 that every ore ſhould read Scripture, interpret it, an4 
believe whatever be thought was the rue ſenſe of it, without 
any compulſion or conſtraint for to believe ether Church, State, 
#njverſuy, or Doflers, if we did not judge by Scripture bis 
Doftrine was true. 

If prudence had as great 4 ſhare in our condu, as paſſion, 
we ſhould regulate our future, by the effefts of our paſt ations ; 
and if we will caſt an eye back to the tranſactions of later Tears, 
we ſball find this compulſion of Mens Confciences has produced 
but confuſion in our Church, and fatal diſturbances in our 
State, contrariwiſe, never did our Reformation enjoy more 

ace, ſhin'd with more luſtre, and beld its courſe with more 
&dpine(s, than whennone was moleſted for hisProfeſſion,but eve- 
Ty one had liberty to believe and teach what Doctrine and [enſe 
one thought to be the moſt conformable to Scripture. Conſider 
#he infancy of the Refermation, when God raiſed Luther to 
repair the ruines of the Church ; how of a ſudden it | pread it 
ſelf in Germany, France, Holland, Poland, Scotland, 
and England, and by what means > Was it not by taking 4- 
way 88 conſtraint of Mens Conſciences (. uſed then only in 6 

|  Pohi 
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Popi fh Church, }) our bleſſed Reformers taking to themſelves 
end zivmg to others, a Holy Liberty for to teach and believe 
whatever they judged to be the DoArine and true ſenſe of Scrip- 
zure, tho it ſhould be again/t the recerved opinion of the Coun- 
cils, Church, ttniverſities an4 Doftors Look into the = of - 
Edward the VI. then 4id our Reformation flouriſh in Eng- 
land; and was miraculouſly propagated by ihe Liberty of 
Martin, Bucer, Cranmer, Ochinus, Perer Martyr, and 
others in teaching Calviniſm, Lutheraniſm , Zuinglian- 
iſm, ly Scripture as every one underſtcod tt : Deſcend to the 
Reign of Ducen Mary ; then the lizht of the Goſpel was e- 
clipſed, becauſe the flock was again Popiſhly compelled to be- 
lieve, not what they judged by Scripture to be true, but what 
the Pope and Church judged was ſuch : come down a flep low« 
er to _ Elizabeths time, then the flock recovering that 
Holy Liberty for to believe what each one thought was the Doft- 
rine of Scripture ; the Rejormation gained ground, our ſeveral 
Congregations lived peaceably, for tho Proteffancy was eſta- 
bliſht the Religion of the Land,others were not oppreſſed, nor 
their Liberty conſtrained by compulſions : Step down a degree 
lower to King James his time,the Reformation beld its courſe 
as proſperou/ly as in Queen El1zabeths time, becauſe Mens 
Conſciences were not oppreſſed ; a# Reformed Brethren had full 
Liberty to believe as they pleaſed, the Proteſtancy was the 
Religion of the King : Look down a ſtep lower to King Charles 
the firſt's Reign bt Majeſty carriz4 with a Godly Zeaf of re- 
ſtraining the druerſiry of Opinions, begot by the Liberty em- 
jo ed in his predeceſſors times, would by new Laws and Ordi- 
nimces force the flock to an !niformity of Dotrine, but our yea- 
lous Brethren the Presbyterians, impatient of any conſtrains 
mn aFiirs of Relizion, and pleading for the Evangelical Li- 
berty of our Reformation, fer to believe nothing, nor uſe any 
Rites or Cer-monies, but as each one judged by Scripture to be 
convenient, they covenanted againſt his Majeſty and Biſhops ; 
and the Srorm grew 10 that height, that be:h Charch|and State 
were drown'd 1/:ncft in the Blood of our Reformed Brethern : 
Laſtly, 109k upon our Realm as it is at preſent, the ſymptoms of 
dit- 
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diſſutisfa#ions which you may read and hear in Coffe-Houſes, 
in publick and private Conver[ations : the yone of jealouſies, 
which appear in ourLend,the cabals again(t ourGovernmnt the 
animsſity of divided parties, the murmur and complaints of all, 
what's all this but the ſmoke of that hidden fire ofZeal,,wherewith - 
Proteſtants would forcePresbyterians by pena/Laws,to profeſs 
their Tenets, Presbyterians exclaim againſt Proteſtancy, as a- 
ainſt Popery, Quakers judge both to be limbs sf Satan, Ana- 
aptiſts look on all three,as children of Perdition : and ns Con- 
gregation would - Liberty for to profeſs any Tenets but its 
own ; inſomuch that if you conſider all well, each of our con- 
gregations are 4s ſevere Tyrants over our judgments and con- 
ſciences, as Popery was, and our Reformation comes to be 
in effeft but an exchange of one Italian Pope, for many En- 
gliſh ones : For as in Popery, we muſt ſubmit our Fudg- 
ments 10 the Pope and Church of Rome, or be eſteemed 
putri4 rotten Members,and be ſhut out of Heavens Gates, and 
{uffer Tnquiſitions,Perſecutions, IExcommunications, and 
what not", fo among us, you muſt believe Scripture, as Inter- 
preted by the Church of England, or you are condemned by 
them , you mauſt believe Scripture, as Interpreted by the Pres- 
byterians, or you are accurſed by them , you muſt believe as 
Anabapriſts do & you are damn'd by them:, and not one 
Congregation among us, but would Root all the others out of 
3 he World, if is could, and we do not fear that danger 
whereof Y. Paul, Gal. 5. 15. warns us, we bite and de- 
vour one another, let's take heed, we be not conſumed 
one of another ; giving us likewiſe a wholſome advice inthe 
Tame place, bow to prevent tbis Evil , Stand fait in the 
Libercy wherewith Chriſt has made u's free, and be not 
entangled again with theYoke of Bondage:The I/orld did 
groan under this heavy Toke in Popery : wherein our Rule of 
F aithywas Scripture as interpreted by the Pope and Church : 
Scrifture was kept from the hand of the flock > No man per- 
mitted ro give or believ? any Interpretation or ſenſe of it, but 
what the Pop? , Church, 'and Fathers 4id approve : our 
Keaſon, our Fudgments, our Con{ciences were ſlaves under 


this 
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this Toke, until that God raiſed our glorious and bleſſed Re- 
formers, Luther, Calvin , Zuinglius, Beza, and ubers ? 
who took 4 Holy Liberty, and gave us all Liberty for ts Read 
and Interpret Scripture, to believe no Doctrine, but what we 
judged to be true by Scripture. To believe any ſenſe of is, 
which we judged to be true, tho contrary to all the Worl4 
They took for their Rule of Faith Scripture, and nothing elſe 
but Scriprure as each one of them under(tood it,this ſame Rule 
of Faith they left tous, and a Holy Free {om and Liberty of our 
Fudgments and Conſciences, that any man of ſound Fudgment 
may hold and believe whatever ſenſe of it be thinks to be true. 
This therefore is the ſcope and end of my following Treatiſe, 
that, whereas our Rule of Faith, as I will prove by the una- 
nimons conſent of our whole Reformed Church, is Scripture or 
Gods Written Word, as Interpretea by each perſon of ſound 
Fudgment ; that whereas by the principles of our Reformation, 
no man k; to be conſtrained ro believe any Doctrin? againſt his 
Fudgment and Conſcience : ( otherwiſe why were not we left 
in Popery ) it s impiozs, tyrannical, and quite againſt the 
Ffiris of the Reformation, to force us by Aits of Parliaments, 
Decrees of Syno4s, Invefives, and Perſecutions of indiſcreet 
Brethren, to embrace this or that Religion ; that every one 
ought to be permitted to believe what be pleaſe ; if you think 
Bigamy to be the DrFArine of Scripture, if you think by Scrip- 
ture there is one Nature and four Perſons in God, if you think; 
Tranſubſtantiation to be true, if you judge by Gods Wards 
there's neithzr Purgatery nor Hell, finally whatever you think 
z0 be the true ſenſe of Scripture, you are bo114 as 4 true Re- 
formed Child, to believs it ; that it is quite againſt the ſpirit 
of Reformation t0 cen{ury, oppoſe or blame the Dotrine or Te- 
nets of any Congrez4:ion, or of any Door of the Reformed 
Church, becauſe that any Doftrixe profeſſe1 by any Chriſtian 
Congregation, whaitver ( the Popuh excepted ) or that ever 
was delivered by anz. #14n of 200d Fudgment of the Reſorn- 
tion, fince the beginning of it, until this day, is as truly and 
really th? Doftrine of th? Reformation, as the Figurative 
Preſence or Kings ſupremacy is. Conſe3uently Proteſtants 
are 
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ave deſervedly to be checkt for perſecuting Quakers ; Qua- 
kers, for mnumuring aganſt Presbyterians ; theſe , for 
their inveftives againis Anabaptilts and Socinians ; 
All are very good;and you may lawjully according to the prin- 
ciples of our Reformation believe them, or deny them. 

This Evangelical Liberty of believing any thing which we 
judge to be the {-n{e of Scripture, ry" all the reſt of the world 
ſhould judge it ts be a Blaſphemy, is the moſt diſtinflive fign 
of the Reformation from Popery ; for Pabiſts are the Children 
of Agar the Slave; they live in Bondage and conftraint to be- 
lieve any Dotrine, which the Pope and Church propoſes to 
them ; and if alearned 2ſan or tintverfity ſhould judge it to 
be contrary 10 Scripture, be muft ſubmit his judgment t0 that 
of the Pore, or be condenm'd as an Heretick: In our Refor- 
mation we are the Children of Sarah the Free ; our Rule of 
Faith is Scripture, as each perſon of ſound Fugement in the 
Church-underſtands ; if we ds not like the Doftrine of the 
Pote, Church, or Council, we may gainſay them all, and 
hold our own ſenſe of ſcripture : We enjoy the prerogative of 
rational creatures, we are led by our own rea{on, which Go 
has given us for our conduit, and are not like Beaſts, con- 
{trained to follow hat of others. We follow the Rule given 
us by St. Paul, Rom. 14. He: who eats, let him not 
deſpiſe him who does not eat; and who does not ear, 
let him not deſpiſe him who does eat, for God hath 
received him : That's to ſay, he who believes, let him not 
check ha who does not believe as he does : An. he who does 
not believe, let him not blame him who do2s believe : But [2t 
each one believe, or not believe as hethinks beſt in the Lord : 
This holy Liberty and Freedom is the Spirit of God, for, 
where the Spirit of Cod is, there is Liberty. 2 Cor 3. 
fays the great Apoſtle : The 1.ord inſpire 80 our Parliament, 
that now ſits upon 4 perfect and new ſettlement of Govern- 
men: and Religion, to follow the foot-jteps of our firſt re- 
nowned Reformers ; to enaft that there may be no other Rule 
of Faith, but that which we r-cerved from our Reformors, 
and which is laid down for us in the 39 Articles sf the 

Church 
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Church of England * That is, Scripture as each one beſt 
underſtands it, without regarding the judgment, ſenſe, or 
interpretation of any but the pure Word of Giod, as we 
underſtand it, and 10 enaft penal Laws againſt any ſo bold 
and uncharitable, as to cenſure or blame the Tenets of any 
congereeation, be it Lutheraniſm, Presbytery, Arianiſm, 
Judaiſm, or Paganiſm, or any Dodtrine whatever, that 
any man of ſound judgment thinks in his conſcience to be the 
ſenſe and Doctrine of Scripture. 

Three things make me hope that this Treatiſe will be wel- 
came 20 the well inclined and pious Reader of our Reforme1 
Church : Firſt, that there 3s not one Author quoted in this 
Book, but our own Doftors, learned and go ly children of the 
Reformation ; and thus I obſerve, that my reader may kniw 
there's not 4 jst of any Doftrine here but what is of the Ref6r- 
mation ; and alſo advertiſe our Vriters and Schoul-men, how 
much they diſcredit our Refermed Church, by making ſo much 
uſe of Popiſh Doftors and Books in their Writings, as if we 
had not great and learned Men of our own ; if we look into 
our Biſhops and Miniſters Libraries, we ſhall meet but Books 
either of confeſſedly Papiſts, or . (krongly ſuſpeed of Pogery 3 
and you ſhall hardly meet in any of them, the works of Luther, 
Calvin, Beza, or any of our own Authirs, if you do net 
meet ſome Comedics, or Romances : If you read our mo- 
dern Writers, you ſhall find their Books to be (tuft with Ar- 
guments ſtolen from Strapleton, Peron, Bellarmin, and 
other Popiſh Doftors, whereas they ought to take their Doft= 
rine from Luther, Calvin, and our other firſs Reformers, 
Apoſiles raiſed by Gods Heavenly Spirit 3 Oracles by  whofe 
months and pens he delivered the pure and Orthodox Doctrine 
of the Goſpel; Hetvenly Fountains, from which we ought 
#0 drink the Doctrine of the Reformation : Therefore I have 
made a farticular ſtudy for the comfort of my Reader, not to 
profane this Treatiſe with any quotation of any Popiſh Writer, 
none but our oxn Doctors. 

Secondly, my Reader will be pleaſed with this Treatiſe, 
becauſe I do not oblige him to believe the concenss of it : if be 

miſlikes 
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miſlikes any Doctrine couched in this Book, let him not be 
tieve it ; what T printed is t0 maintain bis liberty for to believe 
or not believe what he pleaſe, and that none can {ay black in 
his eye, for believing whazever he judges to be the ſenſe of 
Scripture, let all others think of it what they will ; for, our 
Rule of Faith, as I will prove, being Scripture as each per + 
fon underſtands it 5 who can be (o bold as to check you for 
reaching and believing what you underſtand Scripture to ſay ? 
Some Doctrines there are in this Book delivered by Luther, 
Cal-in, Zuinglius, Beza, end others, which our Church 
of England and ſome others do call Blaſphemies and ſcanda=- 
lous Tenets ; and their irreverence and arrogance is run ſo far 
as to condemn thoſe bleſſed men, for teaching ſuch Tenets, and 
fay that they ſwerved from the Truth, and had their frailties, 
irſomuch that many of us are aſhamed to own thoſe great men 
to have been our Reformers and leaders : This is an impiaty 
altogether inſupportable, it cannot be ſuff ered with aatience, 
that ſuch Apoftolical men, who were undeniably o:tr firit 
Maſters of the Reformation, ſbould be ſo vilified and abuſed : 
Therefore I do prove, that there's no Doctrine delivered by 
them, but is to be eſteemed and called the Doctrine of the Re- 
formation: And can be accordirg the principles of the Re - 
jormed Church, beligved and raneht by azy Reformed child : 
For what is our Rule of Faith in ihe Reformation, hut 
Scripture, as each perſon of ſound judginent underſtands 7 ? 
conſequently what is th: Doctrine of the Keforn:ation, b.it 
what any perſon of ſound judgment underſtands to be of 
Scripture : Whatever Doctrine therefore Luther, Calvin, 
or others judged to be of Scrifture ; How can you deny it 10 
be the Doctrine of the Reformation, or blame them for teach- 
ing and believing it, if yoiu do not like is ? The moſt you can 
in juſtice do, is not to believe it : But you cannot ju(tly ſay it's 
not the Doctrine of the Reformation, becauſe it's Scripture, 
as underjtood by perſons of good judgment : Nor 'can you in 
Juſtice blame #hem, or any other for believing it, if they like 
it : For, muſt not we believe what we judge in our con(ci- 
ence 10 be the -Doctrine of Scripture. 

Laſily, 
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Laſtly, my Reader will be pleaſed with the ſincerity and 
plain dealing of this Treatiſe, as much as we are all offended 
by the di ſſemulation and double dealing of our modern writers, 
whoſe aim and (core in the Books they give out ſeems to be no- 
thing elſe, but to ſay ſomewhat. whereby they ey be thought 
20 be mo Papiſts, and nothing is leſs found in their wrarmgs, 
than the pure and Orthodox Doffrine of the Reformation 3 
and what is to be bemoan'd, that you'll hardly ſee m the Hou- 
fes 6r Hands of the flock the Works of Luther, Calvin, 
or our other firſt Reformers, they are hid from us, #0 keep us 
#n ignorance of the true Reformed Doctrine, and we fee but 
Bramhal, Tillotſon, Taylor, Stillingfleet ,- T horn- 
dick, and ſuch others, whoſe Doctrine is neither Popery, nor 
of the Reformation, but 4 new compound of both, they do /o 
mangle t pj vr controverted with their $cholaſtical ſu 
tilties and diſtinctions, 4s if they were aſhamed to own open- 
ly our Tenets, and did endeavour to get the Opinion of mode- 
rate ſober men with the Papiſts, by drawing as near as their 
Intereſt can permit them to their Doctrine. Ask them if we 
be obliged to believe the Doctrine and ſenſe of ſcripture deliver- 
ed by a general Council > Our firſt Reformers reſolved roundly 
that we are n#t ; Nay, Luther ſays e We 4re bound t0 
gainſay, and work againſt the Decrees of any Council : But 
our modern Doctors anſwer with a pw diſtinfion, There's 
a Civil obligation, quoth ene, but noobligation in con- 
{cience-: T here's an obligation in conſcience,ſays another, 
provided you do not believethey are infallible. You 
may believe they are infallible objectively or termina- 
tively, ſays another. But not ſubjectively : They are 
infallible in Fundamental points, ſays another, but not 
11 inferiour Truths. Another will come yet, and ſay they are 
abſolutely infallible in all Articles,and thus by little,and littlc 
#hePapiſrs gain ground againſt us,and the luſtre of our Refor- 


' Marion 3s Clouded by the cowardlineſs, or fincer ity, or Hy- 


fecrifie of our modern teachers. 1 Ki s 18, How lo 
halt ye between two Opinions ? Ifthe Lord be God, 
tollow him: But if Beal, then follow him. LG 
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Calvin, Beza, and our other firſt Reformers were raiſed by 
God to teach us the purity of the Goſpel : Let us not be aſha- 
med 0 follow their Dotrine : To Speak, Preach, and Believe 
&s they did : Therefore, I do propoſe their Doftrine in this 
Treatiſe in its native Colours, that if you like it, you may Le- 
lieve it, and if any he ſo bold as to ſay you believe falſe cr ſcare 
dalows Dotrine, you muſt an[wer, It's the Doctrine of the Re- 
formation, becauſe it's Scripture as underſtood by Perſons of 
Fudgment and the greateſt Oracles we had : And if you do not 
like it, you may deny it, but beware never 10 blame or check 
any other for believing it. This is the Holy Liberty of the 
GOSPEL and of ow Primitive REFORMATION. 


Firſt 


Firſt Dialogue. 


ciples, and methinks you drive to eſtabliſh a new 
Religion; for that unlimited Liberty,which you 
aſſert tor to believe or not believe, whatever we 
leaſe, with a ſafe Conſcience, is not allowed by 

any of our Reformed Congregations; and it were ta 
be wiſht, you ſhould rather ſtick to ſome one of the 


[] SM AE L.” Thaveread your Preface and Prin- 


” Congregations now Eſtabliſht, than to erect a new 


one, for we have but too many already. 

Iſaac. The Lord forbid I ſhould think or ſpeak 0- 
therwiſe than as becometh a true Child of the Refor- 
mation : If you will oblige me to believe Scripture as 
Interpreted by the Lutheran Church ( the like I ſay of 
yr other Congregation, and deny the Tenets of all 
others, what difference betwixt me and a Papiſt in the 
Ele&tion of my Religion > For the Papiſt's Religion 
mult be no other, but Scriptureas Interpreted by the 
Pope and Councils ; my Religion mutt be Scripture as 
Interpreted by the Lutheran Church, and no o:her; 
my Judgmen and Conlcience therefore is as much 
conſtrained as that of the Papiſt ; and our ſeparation 
from Popery will come to be but an exchange of one 
Slavery for another ; in that, our Judgments and 
Conſciences were Slaves ro the Pope and Councils; in 
this, we are Slaves to the Lutherin Church : We be- 
came a Reformation by Ts off the Yoke 05 why > 4 

rom 


(2) 

from our Judgments, and leaving them free for to be- 
lieve Scripture, as with the aſliſtance of Gods Spirit, 
each one beſt underſtands it ; and if we will continue 
a Reformation, we mult not ſubmit again our Judg- 
ments to any other, but retain that bleſſed Liberty.we 
recovered for to believe the T enets of any Congregati- 
on. 1 confeſs this Liberty 1s not allowed by any one 
particular Congregation, as you obſerve; but you 
muſt alſo grant me, that it is allowed and taken by the 
whole Body of the Reformation, for in this whole 
Body , as it comprehends Proteft ants, Lutherans, 
Pregbyterians, 8&c. One Congregation believes what 
the other denys, and in any of them a man may live 
with a ſafe Conſcience ( which you will not deny ; ) 
therefore any man has full liberty for to believe or deny 
with a ſafe Conſcence the Tenets of any Congreeati- 
&@n: Hence it follows, ( and to my grief I ſpeak it,) 
that no particular Congregation , be it of England, 
France, or Germuny, has the true Spirit of the Refor- 
mation, in doting ſo much upon their particular Te- 
nets, as to think they cannot be as well denyed, as be- 
lieved; and in looking upon them with ſo paſſionate 
eyes, as to cenſure, check and force others to believe 
them : You ſhall ſee by this diſcourſe, rhat the true 
Spirit of the Reformation is not in any one particular 
Congregation ſeparately taken from the reſt ; for each 
particular Congregation conſtrains as much as it can, 
all People to belieye its own Tenets: Proteſtancy 
would have us all to be Proteſtants, and would root 
Lutherans out of the World as well as Potery ; Luihe- 
rans would, if they could, draw all to their own * 
Net ; Presbytery eſteems it ſelf to be the beſt of all, 
and would cruſh Proteſtancy 1t it could : This then is 
the Spirit of cach particular Congregation, a /imiting, 
confining Spirit ro ſome patricular Taters with an ex- 
clufion of all others ; but look on the whole Body of 
our Reformation, as it includes all Reformed Con- 

gre- 
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eregations diſtinct from Popery ; there isa Holy ex- 
tenſion of Spirit and liberty for to be either Lutherans, 
Presbyterians, Proteſtants, and any thing but Popery 3 
and whatever any Congregation may ſay of another, 
but all unanimouſly agree that the Spirit of the Lord 
is inthe whole Body Rs keformation ; fince there- 
fore that in this whole Body, there is a latitude and Li- 
berty for to Profeſs divers and oppoſite Tenets, and 
that each Tenet is believed by one, © and denied by o- 
thers ; we muſt grant that thisHoly Liberty for to be- 
lieve or deny any Tenets we pleaſe, is the true Spirit 
of our Holy Reformation. 

It's not therefore to be wiſht, as you do, that I 
ſhould ſtick to any one particular Congregation or 
Tenets ; for ſuch a reſtri&tion is meer Popery ; and 
your bemoaning the multiplicity of our Congregations 
1s profane and Popiſh : No, it's a bleffing of the Lord 


” upon our Reformation, for which we ſhall never fuf- 


ficiently thank him, that we ſee it divided ints ſo man 
Godly branches. 1ntbe Houſe of my Father , fatd Chrifh, 
there are mary manſions, Foln $4.2: 

Iſmael. By' your diſcourſe you ſeem to allow that 
we may with a ſafe Conſcience change Religions ag 
oiren as we pleaſe, and be to day a Proteſtant, to mor- 
row a Lutheran, next day a Presbyterian, and fo run 
over all. 

Iſaac, know you will be ſtartYd atmy anſwer, 
for 1 am not TIanorant that all men apprehended it to be 
abſurd t> change and run over fo many Religions ; bur 
truth muſt be declared, thoug! it may ſeem a ſoendal to 
the Feres, and a folly to the Gemiles : It's therefore the 
Do&trine of the Reformation that we may with a ſafe 
Conſcience be to day Proteſtants, to morrow Lyghes 
Yarns; In France Hugenots, 1n Hungary Antitrinitarians; 
1 Poland Socinians; and in London of any Religion 
but Popery. | 

Iſmael. For ſhame, you foully impoſe upon the —_ 
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formation ; there's not any Congregation that teaches 
fuch a ſcandalous and abſurd Doctrine. 

Tſazc. By your faveur, I love the Reformation as 
the apple # jo Eye, and will never yield to any 1n 
my Zeal for its honour and Doctrine ; Iam fo far trom 
unpofing upon it, that I will evidence your error 1n 
denying this to be its Do&trine, and it will appear that 
whoever will deny it to be very lawful to change Re- 
Iigions as time and occaſion requires, muſt renounce 
the beſt and Fundamental Principles of our Reforma- 
tion, and muſt impiouſly condemn the practice of our 
firſt Reformers. 

| Tſmael. How will you make it out that this Doct- 
rine is grounded upon the Fundamental Principles of 
eur Reformation ; whereas there is not one Congre- 
gation of ours, but abhors it ? 

Iſaac. Sir, you may well perceive by the tenor of 
my diſcourſe, that Iam Pjouſly and Charitably jea- 
lous with each particular Congregation, and that m 
drift is to ſhew that each of them, none excepted, 
ſwerves from and Tranſgrefles againſt the tru e Spirit 
and folid Principles of the Reformation, as will fur- 
ther appear in this diſcourſe. ; 

It's unconteſtedly true that the Rule of Faith of the 
Reformation, is Scripture, as the humble of Heart aſ- 
fiſted with the Spirit of the Lord underſtands it ; for 
Lutherans will never admit their Rule of Faith to be 
Scripture, as Interpreted by the Church of Englan ' ; 
but as Irterpreted by themſelves; nor will England ad- 
mt Scripture to be the Rule of Faith, as it is Inter- 
preted by the Presbyterians ; but as Interpreted by the 
Church of England : ſo that the Doftrine of each 
Congregation is but Scripture, as interpreted by them, 
and whereas all theſe Congregations joyntly compoſe 
the whole Body of the Reformation, and each Con- 

regation is truly a member of the Reformation 3 the 

ectrine of the Reformation comes to be Scripture , 
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as each Congregation, and Perſon of formed Judgment 
11 the Rebrenctin, ( ſays the Church of England in 
her 39 Articles ) Interprets it. T his being an uncone 
trouled truth, what Man of ever {o found Judgment, 
but may Read to day Scripture, as Interpreted by the 
Luthercn Church, and Judge in his Conſcience that 
Interpretation and DoCtrine to be true : Conſequent- 
ly he may with a fate ConſcienceProtels thatReligion; 
{oon after ke may meet Catvims Books, and charm'd 
with the 2dmirable (trength of his reaſons and gloſles 
upon Scripture, he may judge in his Con'ctence, he is 
to be preferr'd before Luther, and ſo may lawfully tor. 
fake Luth:raniſm tor Calviniſm; then agam he hits 
upon Scripture as Interpreted by the Church of Enge 
land, whoſe Do&trine raviſhes him with that decency 
of Ceremonies, that Majeſty of her Liturgy, thae 
Harmony of her Hierarchy, he is convinc'd it's better 
than Calviniſm, and embraces it : Then again, he 
reads the Works of Arizs, and convinc'd by the ener 

of his Arguments and Texts of Scripture produced by 
him, may alter his Judgment and become an Arian: 
Wherein can you ſay does this Man tranſgreſs againſt 
the Doctrine or Principies of the Reformation ? Dove 
he forſake the Reformation, becauſe he forſakes Lu- 
theraniſm for Calviniſm > No ſure; for Calviniſm is 


-as much of the Reformation as the other : Is not Pro- 


teſtancy as much the Doctrine of the Reformation as 
Presbytery ? tho' he changes therefore one for the 0+ 
ther he ſtill holds the Doctrine of the Reformation: 
Is not the Doctrine of the Reformation Scripture, not 
as Proteſtants only, or Presbyterians only Interpret it, 
but as any Congregation or Man of ſound Judgment 
holds it ? It is therefore evident that according to the 
Do&rine and Principles of the Reformation, he may 
with a ſafe Conſcience change Religions, and be ta 
day of one, to morrow of another, uncil he runs all 
over, Point me out any Congregation, ( the obſti- 

B 3 nates 


Px, 
nate Papiſts excepted, ) who will dare ſay, I cannot 
live with a ſafe Conſcience in any other Congregation 
but in it ſelt ; all other Congregations will laugh at it; 
Why then may not I lawtfu » Hekike any Congregas 
tion, and paſs to another > And be in England a Pro- 
teſtant, in Germany a Lutheran, in Hungary an Antitri- 
nitarian or Socinian. 

Iſmael. It's againſt the grain of Mans reaſon to be- 
lieve that we can with a tate Conſcience change Reli- 

ions, as you ſay : If you be a Proteſtant, and you 
Jude it to be the true Religion, you are bound to 
Ftick to it, and never to change it. 

Iſaac. If ] did diſcourſe with a Papiſt , I would 
not wonder he ſhould ſay it's againſt the grain of Mans 
reaſon to believe jt lawtul ; but 1 admire that a Child 
of the Reformation, be he of what Congregation he 
will, ſhould be fo Ignorant of his Principles, as to 
ſay a Man cannot change Religions when he pleaſe ; 
Nor do I undertake to prove againſt the Papiſt, that 
this is lawful, but I undertake to prove it lawful againſt 
any Reformed Child, or force him to deny the Prin- 
Ciplesof the Reformation. Is it againſt reaion that a 
Man ray read to day Scripture, and the Lutherans In- 
rerpretation upon 1t, and like it very well ; and that 
he ſhould in this caſe embrace that Religion ; Is it a- 

ainſt the grain of Mans reaſon that this ſame Man 
ſhould next Year afcerwards hit upon Calvins Works 
upon Scr:pture, and after better confideration, think 
his Doctrine to ſurpals that of Lucher; and could-not 
he then ( being oblig'd to chooſe the beſt, ) forſake 
Luiheraniſm and ſtick to Calviniſm? And 1s it againſt 
Mans reaſon that he in following Years may meet 0- 
ther Books of Arians, So:inians, &c. and do the 
like> Have not we many examples of this in our beft 
and moſt renowned Reformers> Did not Ochinzs, 
that great light ( ſays B. Bale) in whoſe preſence 
England was happy, reading Scripture, Judge the _ 
OIs 
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formation to be better than Popery, and of a Capuchixt + 
Fryar became a Keformed ; after ſome Years reading 
Scripture, he Judged Fudaiſm- tobe better than the 
Reformation, and became a Few. Did. not Martin: 
Bucer, one of our firſt Reformers of England and 
Compoſers of our Liturgy, reading Scripture, judge 
Lutheraniſm to be better than Popery, and of a Domi- 
nican Fryar, became a Luzheran > Soon after read. 
ing Scripture, he judged Zuinglianiſm to be better than 
Lutheranilm, and became a Zuineltan ; not long after 
he became a Lutheran again, as he Confeſles, 2 and 
forſook Lutheraniſm the ſecond time, and returned 
again to Zuinglianiſm, as Skluſſer ſays. b Did not 
Cranmer one of our firſt Reformers alſo of England, 
and Compoſers of the 39 Articles, a Wile and Re- 
ligious Man, profeſs Popery in Henry the VIII. time, 
and Compoſe a Book in defence of Real Preſence ; then 
in Edward the YI. time, upon better confideration, he 
profeſſed Zuinelianiſm, and Writ a Book againſt Real 
Preſence : then again in Queen Mary's Reign, being 
Sentenc'd to Death, he declar'd for Popery, but ſeeing 
his Recantation could not preſerve his Life, he renoun- 
ced Popery and Dyed a Zurnglian. I could tyre your 
Patience in reading, and mind in relating the number 
of our prime, and moſt renowned, as well firſt Refor- 
mers, as Learned Doctors, who withont any ſcruple 
changed ſeveral times their Religions ; nor in the Prin- 
ciples of our Reformation ought they to be blamed : 
For whereas our Rul- ot Faith 1s Scripture,as with the 
aſliſrance of Gods Spirit we underſtand it, who doubts 
but we may to day Judge fincerely Lather's ſenſe of it 
to be true, to morrow we. may read with more atten- 
tion, and Judge Arizs his ſente to be true ; next day that 
of Calvin, and fo of the reſt : IT do not think bur 
that we have in Englund many Abettors of the Do&- 
rine 
a Epiſt. all Noremb. & in Comment. in Fo. 6. & 16. Matt, 
b Theol. Calvin. 1. 2. fol. 70. 


FR 

rine : Alas ! how many Biſhops, Deans and rich Par- 
fons do we know and have we known, who were 
Zealous Presbyterians, and declared Enemies of Pro- 
teſtancy in our Gracious Soveraign's Exile, and no 
ſooner was he reſtored, and had Bithopricks and Ec- 
clefiaſtical digaitics to be given, but they became ſtiff 
Proteſtants. 

Obſerve the difference betwixt the Papiſts and us, 
if of a Papiſt you become of any other Congregation, 
the Popiſh Church Excommunicates you, theu act 
Jookt upon as an Heretick, aad Apoſtare ; a ſtray'd 
Sheep 3; they will not admit yourto their Communion, 
or Liturgy; nay, cou!d they well avoid you, they 
would never admit yo to their Company ; aad why ? 
Becaule they are tondly per{waded their own 1s the on- 
ly true Religion, and all others ro be Synagogues of 
Satan ; and if any of us will become a Papiſt, he muſt 
firſt abjure his tormer Profeſſion : Bur if of a-Prote- 
Rant you ſhould become a Presbyterian, a Lutheran, 
Quaker, or of any other of our Socieries,you are never 
looked upon to be a jot the work: for it ; we are not a 
whit fcandalized at ſuch changes, which we daily ſee ; 
and it 1s an unſpeakable Blefling, with what Accord, 
Unity, and Charity, you may tee at our Licurgy and 
Communion, the Proteſtant, Presbyterian, Anaba 
tiſt, Socinian and Hugonot, all praifing the Lord in 
one Congregation in our Churches, none bid out of 
the Church, none Excommunicated, no previous ab- 
juration required of their former Tenets. and there's 
nothing more frequent among us than to go to the Pro- 
teſtant Liturgy ia the morning, in the evening to the 
Presbyterian, eſpecially if our Intereſt or convenience 
requires it : Can there be a more convincing proof 
that weeſteem it all alike whatReligion andTeners we 
profeſs > Let a Lutheran go to France; Alas ! He will 
never ſtick to go to the Hugomots meeting and ſervice ; 
let a Proteſtant go to Germany, he will go as cheertully 

to 
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to the Lutheraa Church, as in England to the Prote- 
ſtant : Let a Hugonot or Presbyterian go to Hungary, 
or Poland, he is welcome to the Antitrinitarians, 
and Socinians; and when any of them returns home 
he will be as before. 

Iſmael. But can you prove this Doftrine by the Te- 
ſtimony of any of our Synods > Did any teach that 
we may with a ſafe Conſcience change our Religion as 
you ſay? 

Iſaac, Yes | can: The Synod of Charenton in 
France, held about the Year 1634. expreſly ſays, 
that for your Salvation it is all alike whether you be & 
Calviniſt, Lutheran, or of any other Congregation 
of the Reformed, becauſe, ſays this Venerable Synod, 
they all agree in Fundamental points, and the Luthe- 
rats have nothing of Superſtition or Idolatry in their 
manner of Divine Worſhip. Change then as often as 


- » you liſt ; be a Lutheran, be a Presbyterian, be an 


Anabaptiſt ; by the mouth of this Synod you are aſſu- 
red you'll never miſs to hit right. And I pray can any 
Synod of our times have more Authority in point of 
Do&trine than Luther our firſt Reformer, a man ex- 
traordinarily raiſed by God, (ſays the Synod of Cha- 
renton,)) and repleniſht with his Spirit for to repair 
the ruins of his Church > He teaches c the Elevation 
of the Sacrament is Idolatry, yet he did praftice it, and 
commanded it ſhould be praficed in the Church ef Wit- 
temberg to ſpite the Devil Carolſtadius : Giving you - 
tounderſtand that for juſt reaſons, you may teach now 
one Religion, now another. Zunglivs, alſo whoſe 
vertue and learning is known to the World, ſays, 4 
That God inſpired him 10 Preach what Dofrine was ſui- 
table to the times ; which as ir often changes, you may 
often change yonr Doctrine : And conſider you if 1t 
be not therefore that C _ our Lord fays his Tip 

5 eaſie, 
c In parva Confeſ. Germ, fol. 55. & in Collog. fol. 110. 
d Tv. 2, fol, 202, 
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eaſie, and bis burden is light, ( that is Religion, ) 
becauſe we can withdraw our Necks from it, as time 
and juſt reaſon requires. 

Iſmael. Could you give me any Synod of the Church 
of England which delivers this Doctrine, you would 
g0 near hand to convince me ; for, that ſome particu- 
lar Do&ors ſhould have taught or practiced it, does 
not prove it to be the Do&trine of the Reformation. 

Iſaac. And what greater Authority has a Synod of 
England, for to prove a Doctrineto be of the Refor- 
mation, than a Synod of France, which I have pro- 
duced > Or than Luther and Zuinglizs our firſt Re- 
formers, inſpired by Gad, to teach us the purity of 
the Goſpel > What is it not from Luther and Zuinglizs, 
that England received the Doctrine of the Retorma- 
tion ? And if Englard be ſo bold as to ſay they erred 
in this, what aſſurance can we have but that they er- 
red in the reſt > But ſince nothing will pleaſe you but 
a Synod of England,. you ſhall have not ene, bur 
many. Can there be any Synod in Englard of ſo great 
Authority as our wiſe and prudent Parliaments ? Read 
our Chronicles, and you 11 find, that in few Years time, 
they changed and eſtabliſhed different Religions by 3 ub- 
lick Acts of Parliament : In Henry the VIII. Reign 
they Voted for Popery, and made Adts and Statutes 
againſt the Reformation; In Edward the VI time,they 
baniſht Popery and Voted ſor Zuioglianiſm ; In Queen 
Marys they pulled down this, and {et up Poupery again ! 
In Queen Elizzberhs, they decryed this, and fer up 
not Zuinglianiim,but Proteſtancy ; in the midſt of her 
Reign, they polith'd this, and added ſome new per- 
feftions to it; In King Fames and ſucceeding Kings 
times, Proteſtancy is of a different ſtamp from that of 
Queen Eli3.beths: Hear Dove 1n his Exbort.'-to the 
Engliſh Recuſants, An. 1603. pag. 31. Henry the 8, 
had bis 1 iturgy which was very good. Edward the 6. 
condemned it, and brought in another compoſed by Pe- 
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ter Martyr and Bucer : In Elizabeths zime, that wes 
condemned. and anouber approved, and m the middle 
of her Reign, ber. Liturgy was allo miſliked, and a new 
ene introduced, we are (0 wanton that nothing will cot- 
tent us but Novelites. ; 

I/mgel. Dove does nat commend this Doftrine, 
for he calls that frequent exchange of Religion Wan» 
tanne(s, and love of Novelty. 

Ijagc. It's no great matter what he ſays of it ; my 
drift is but to conviace you that this is the DofQtrine 
and Pradtice of the beſt Member of our Reforwation ; 
even of England, and if you be convinc'd it's the Da&- 
rine of the Reformation, you cannor deny but that 
it -is good Dodtrine : If Dove calls it Wantonneſs, 
S. Paul, Epheſ. 4. 22. Coloſſ. 3. 9. and Rom. 6. 6. 
commends it, and exhorts us to put off the Old Man, 
with its deeds, (that's Popery with its Ceremonies, 
and put on the New Man, (that's che Reformariond 
where there's neither Greek nor Few, Circumciſion, 
nor Incircumciſion, Barbarian, or Scythian, Bound 
or Free, but Chriſt is all, and in all : That's to ſay; 
where there's nodiſtin&tion of Proteſtants and Presby- 
terianSuHocinians, or Arians ; it's all one-which Re- 
ligion you profels. 

Tſmae!. But is there no Tenet of Religion which 
we are indiſpenſably obliged to hold > 

Iſaac. Yes there is, and no more but one: We 
are bound to have Faith in Feſus Chriſt, Son of God, 
and. Saviour of th? World. TT his 1s the Subſtance of 
Chriſtian Religion ; be an Arian, be a Presbyterian, 
be a Socinian, or what you pleaſe, be alſo plung'd to 
your ears ia Wickedneſs of Life, and Manners, fo 
you have Faith in-Jeſus Chriſt, Son of God, and Re- 
deemer of the World, and live in Charity, you will 
be a Member of the true Church, and be ſaved. Do 
not 1magire this 1s any new Doctrine invented by me; 
ſearch the vulgar fort of our Reformed Brethren, you 


ſhall 
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ſhall get thouſands of this Opinion in our Realm ; 
ſearch the Books of our Learned Do@ors, you ſhall 
find it in them alſo.  DoCtor Morton, in his much a 

plauded Book, dedicated to Queen Elizabeth , for 
which he deſerved a Biſhoprick, e ſays: The Arian 
Church is to be eſteemed a true Church, becauſe they hold 
the true ſubſtance of Chriſtian Religion, which is Faith 


in Jeſus Chriſt, Son of God, and Redeemer of the | 


World: And again in the ſame place, ſe#. 4. whoſe 
Title, is, Heretichs are Members of the Church, he 
ſays, whoſoever believes in Jeſus Chriſt, though by 
wickedneſs of Life, or Hereſie in Dofrine, they ſhould 
err in Dofrine, they are ſtill true Members of the Church. 
Therefore our Learned f Fox, g Doctor Field, and 
Tlliricus, ſay the Greek Church, netwithſtandin 
their error, in denying tbe Proceſſion of the H. Ghoſt 
from the Son, are Holy Members of the true Church, 
becauſe they have Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 


Iſmael. Sure you will not fay this Do@trine is of * 


the Reformation, or can be ſafely believed. 

Iſaac. 1 do admire how you can doubt of it, and 
that it may be believed: For what is the Doctrine of 
the Reformation bur as we have ſaid in our Principles, 
Scripture as Interpreted by any Man of ſound Judge- 
ment in the Church > And were not DoCtor Morten, 
Fox, Field, and 1lliricus, Men of ſound Judgement, 
eminent Learning and Godlineſs > If therefore this 
be Scripture as Interpreted by them, how can you de- 
ny it to be the Doctrine of the Reformation 2 

Iſmael. And what Jeſes Chriſt are we obliged to 
believe in > For Jeſus Chriſt,as believed by the Arian, 
Socinians, Luther and Calvin, is far different from 
Jeſus Chriſt, as commonly believed by the Proteſtants, 
and Popiſh Church, we beheve in Jefus Chriſt the Son 

of 
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of God, of one and the fame ſubſtance and nature 
with the Father ; they believe in a Jeſus Chriſt, Son 
of God, but of a difin& and diffrrent natureand ſub- 
Kance from the Father. ; 

Tſexc. Piſh ! That's but a nicety; believe whas 

ou pleaſe, and what you underſtand by Scripture to 
b true, and have Charity: 

Iſmael. 1 confeſs you have puzzled , but yet not 
wholly convinced me; were I but perſwaded that whac 
you have diſcourſed is truly the Dodtrine of the Re- 
formation, I would cheerfully embrace it, and I will 
be better informed by your ſelf, but not tire your Pa- 
tience : We will meet again and purſue our Diſc 
upon this ſubjeR.) 


om ——_— <—_—— 
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Second Dialogue. 


T* M AEL. Refie&ing in my ſolitude upon > oo laſt 
diſcourſe, I find it bottem'd upon a falſe Principle; 
for you ſuppoſe that whatever DoEtrine is of Luther , 
Calvin, or any of Learned Do&tors, Synods, 
Parliaments, or Confregations, is the Dodtrine of 
the Reformation, and may without any more proof or 
ſeruple,be believed by any Reformed Child ; who but 
ſees this 1s ridiculous, to faſten the Do&rineand abſurd 
Opinions of each particular Doctor, or Congregation 
upon the whole Body : This is the uncharitable and 
unreaſonable art of the Papiſts, who keep a greatcoyl 
with ſome exhorbitant Qpinions of Luther and Calvin , 
and would perſwade their Profelites, they are the Te- 
nets of the Reformation z whereas the Refrmaticn 
diſclaims thoſe Opinions - muca as the Pope does : 

And 


( 14 ) 
' And they do not, poor People, obſerve how many 
abſurd and ſcandalous Dottrines we meet in their Cg- 
ſuiſts and Divines , which when we reproach them 
with, they anſwer, 7's not the Dofrine of their Church, 
but of ſome particular Dofors ; as if we might not with 
as much Juſtice as they, anſwer the ſame. 

Tſaasc: Your refleCtion is good , and my diſcourſe 
will fall the ground it I donot prove that Principle , 
Which will be no hard task : Let us imagine we are 
here a full Synod of Proteſtants, Presbyterians, Hi 
gonots, Lutherans, Antitrinitarians , Anabaftiſis , 
«Quakers, and of all and each of our Congregations ; 
our Reformation is not any of theſe Congregations, 
with an exclufion of the reſt , but all of them jointly ; 
for whatſoeyer Congregation would ſay it ſelf alone 1s 
the Reformation, and no other , would be hiſs'd at 
by the reſt ; and juſtly ; becauſe that our Reformation 
1mports two points eſſentially : Firſt, a Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, according to the Rule of the Word of 
God,and a deteſtation or abjuration of Popiſh Errors; 
and none of theſe Congregations but does both. 

Tſmacl. I know ſome of theſe, Phariſee like, de- 
ſpiſe others, and look upon them not as Reformed , 
bur as putrid members ; but the Lord forbid I ſhould 
be ſo void of Charity ; I ſee no juſt challenge any 
ran have to the Title of Reformation, which all have 
nor. | 

Ifazc. Let us ask this Synod by what Rule of Faith 
does the Reformation walk > What muit a Man be- 
lieve for to be a rrue Reformed > Proteſtants will fay, 
that Scriptnre and Apoſtolical T radition; but Prote- 
ſtants ſay of Papiſts, and Presbyterians and Anabap - 
rifts fay of Proteſtants, that many humane Inventions 
are obtruded upon us as Apoltolical 1 raditions ; that 
we have no way to diſcern the one from the other, and 
contlequently T radition, as being an unknown thing 
unto us, cannot be our Rule ; Others will ay, that 
Scrip» 
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Scripture and the mdubitable conſequences ont of ir, 
is our Rule, all will grant this ; But then enters the 
Controverſfie , if the conſequences off Lutherans be 
ſuch, and if the conſequences of Presbyterians be in- 
dubitable out of Scripture, and each Congregatton 
will ſay that their peculiar Tenets are indubitable con- 
ſequences out of Scripture, and the reſt muſt allow it 
ro be true, or deny fuch a Congregation to be of the 
Reformation ; Others will ſay that Scripture, and 
the four firſt Cieneral Councils, with the Apoſtles and 
Athanaſivs's Creed are our Rule of Faith ; but moſt 
of the Aſſembly will no more adm:t the four firſt, than 
the ſubſequent Councils, nor Athanaſizs his Creed , 
more than that of Trenz, nor will the Quakers, Soct- 
ntans, and others value the Apoſtles Creed. 

But there is none of all the Aſlembly, who will not 
admit Scripture, that's the pure written word of Cod, 
to be a ſacred and f11l Rule of Faith, becauſe it's reple- 
nitht withDivine light and all Heavenly inftruQtion ne- 
ceſlary for our Salvation : And fuch as add, as a part 
of our Rule of Faith, the Apoſtles or Athanaſizs his 
Creed, or the four firſt General Councils, they will 
confeſs that all they contain, 15 expreſſed in Ciods writ- 
ten Word, and are but a plainer, or more dittind& 
expreſſion or declaration of the Contents of Scrip- 
ture, 

I{zr-1, Truly T muſt grant you this , that I have 
been often preſent at ſeveral diſcourſes of Proteſtants 
with Papiſts, and never could I hear a Proteſtant 
make Councils, Tradition, or any thing elſe, the Teſt 
01, their dilcourle but only Scriptare , nat but that T 
eoultd hear them ſay and pretend in their diicaAurſes that 
Apolſtolical Tradition, and the four firſt Councils were 
for them againſt Popery, but ſtill their main ſtrength 
and ultimate refuge was Scripture, for whenever they 
harp upon that ſtring of Tradition and Councils, © the 
Fapiſts.are viſibly too hard for them, and then they 
2 run 
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run to Scripture, than which there is no phus ultra. 
I have been alſo often at ſeveral diſcourſes berwixt Pro- 
teftants, Presbyteriars and our Brethren of other Con- 
rome , and have obſerved that the Proteſtant, 

to defend his Liturgy, Rites, and Ceremonies of 
the Church of England, and her Epiſcopacy againſt - 
the others, could never defend himlſelf by Scripture 
alone, and placed his main ſtrength againſt them in 
Tradition, Primitive Councils, and ancient Fathers, 
all which the others reje&ed, and repreached the Pro- 
reſtant with Popery, for making uſe of that Weapon ; 
that it they would ſtick to thoſe Principles as theirKule 
of Faith, they muſt admit many Tenets of Popery , 
which they diſavow, that nothing but Scripture 1s a 
ſufficient warrant and Rule of Faith : And I find by 
all I could ever well underſtand, that it's the General 
apprekenſion and belief of all the Reformation, that 
Scripture abundantly contains all we are obliged to be- 
lieve; and is our fole and only Rule of Faith, and 
that our recourſe to T radition, Councils, Fathers, 8c, 
are but ſhifrs of ſome of our DoRors, who being Non 
Pluſt in their particular engagements, and Sophiſtries , 
patch the incoherency of their diſcourſes with theſe rags 
ot Popery. 

Tſage. I commend your ingenuity, but not that 
heat which tranſports you to check our Doors, tor 
their glofſes and particular DoC@trines upon Scripture, 
which, as the Manna reliſht of all ſorts of Y iftuals , 
which theEater fancied,admits ſeveral ſenſes accordin 
to the different Spirits and meaſure of light that G 
gives to the Reader, and it is undoubtedly the Spirit 
of the Reformation to follow what ſenſe of it he likes 
beſt, and not-to check others following this or that 
as they pleaſe : Lutherans, Proteſtants, Presbyterians, 
&c. haveall for their Rule of Faith Scripture, which 
each of them Interprets in a different ſenſe; Luther 
for the Rea!, { Proteſtants for the Figurative ] [preſence 3 
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Proteſtants for Epiſcopacy; Presbyterians againſt it 5 
and fo of others: And tho each eeems his own ſenie 
ro be the beſt, yet none is ſo bold as to fay the others 
may not be ſaved 1a their own ſenſe of it, or deny them 
to be true Children of the Reformation ; nay,that Ye- 
nerable Synod of Charenton, as I quoted above, has: 
declared that the Lutherans, tho oppoſite to them in 
their chief Tenets, are their beloved Brethren, and 
have nothing Idolatrous or Superſtitious in their man- 
ner of Divine Worſhip: The Fundamental reaſon of 
all this is, that our Rule of Faith, 1s but Scripture, as 
each perſon of ſound Judgment underſtands tt. 

Iſmael. I grant all your diſcourſe as to this partict- 
lar ; for it's certain, Lutherans will not admie Scripture 
as Interpreted by Proteſtants, but as Interpreted by 
themſelves ; and ſo of each other Congregation. 

I:zac, If yon admit o:r Rule is Scripture as each 
underſtands it; ther: you muſt grant that our Dofrine 
of the Reformation, is whatever Do&trine each perſon 
of found Judgment underitands to be of Scripture; 
and from this, it appears plainly that my Prineipte 
whereat you bogl'd is true ; T hat, whatever Do&rine 
is profefled by any of our Congregations, Synods , 
Parliaments, Ioctors, or particular DoCtor of our Re- 
formation, is to be truly reputed and eſteemed the 


"Doctrine of our Reformation ; which Principle being 


true, my diſcourſe of yeſterday is undeniable, that you 
may change Religion as often as you pleaſe, and remain 
ſti]] a true Reformed Child. 

Iſmael. But you have faid that not only the DoR- 

. . "a. . . 
rine-of each Congregation and Synod, is the Do&rine 
ofthe Reforination ; but alſo whatever any one par- 
ticular -DoCtor teaches, and this ſeems to be very ab- 
{urd. 

Iſaac. It's not ſo abſurd, as it-is true; Til prove by 
the Principles of our Reformed Church, by the teſti - 
monies of our moſt learned and beſt Dettors and Re- 
C3 for- 
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formers, and by reaſon and experience, that the” 
Dottrine of any particular Do&or ng, has as 
called and eſtecined the Do&trine of 
the Reformation, as Proteſtancy, Presbytery, or Lu- 
theraniſm ; for, what is Lutheraniſm, but the Judg- 
ment of Luther a particular DoCtor, againſt the whele | 
Church of Rome ? what is Calviniſm, but what Cal- 
vina particular DoCor, judged to berhe ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture againft thet ſame Church > What is Quakeriſm, 
but heneſt Nayler's Godly and Pious Sentiments _ 
Scripture. It's undeniably the Principle of our Refor- 
med Church, that our Rale of Faith is Scripture as In- 
terpreted, not only by Synods or Congregations, but 
by any Perfon of ſound Judgment in the Church. Ne 
Congregation or Synod is to us a Rule of Faith , be- 
cauſe all are fallible; but Gods Written Word, as 
each one underſtands it; and if we do not like the ſenſe 
of it delivered by any Council, Synod, or Congre- 
gation, we may ſafely deny ir: Therefore our great 
Calvin, « ſays, and proves with great energy ot | 
Scripture and Reaſon, that we are not obliged 10 the | 
Deciſions and Doftrine of any Council, Synod, or Con- | 
gregation , if after having examined Scripture , we do 
net find their Interpretation and ſenſe of it, #s conform- 
able to the Word of God. Let Syneds and Con _ 
tions ſay what they will, if any _ or 
thinks his own private ſenſe of it to be better, he may 
ſtick toit avaink them all, and be a good true Child 
of the Reformation ; as Arminius in Hollend did with- | 
ſtand the Synods of Dordrecht and Delfe ; as Luther 
and Calvin did againſt Rome. I will be free , ſays 
our unparalleled Prozo-Apoſtle Luther, b Twill na 
ſubmit my ſelf t6 the Authority of Councils, Church , 
Defors, Wiverſitier, or Fathers, but will teach and 
preach whatever I think to be true. Did ever any A- 


 poſtle ſpeak with more courage > And the bleſſed 


man 
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man acted with no' leſs ; he knew full well the whole -_ 
ſtream ot Antiquity, rs, Fathers and Coug-: 
cils were againſt him, as he confeſſes himſelf, and dig * 
not carea ruſh for them all : Lay afde, ſays he, cal 
Arms of Orthodox Antiquity, of Schools of Divinity, 
Authority of Fathers, Councils, - Popes, and conſent 
of Ages ; we receive nothing but Scripture; but ſo' that 
we muſt bave the Authority f Imerpreti it. : 

Nor was it only Luther and Calvin ſpoke thus, bur 
all our firſt bleſſed Reformers; and why > Becauſe 
our Rule of Faith is Scripture, not as Interpreted 
the Church of England, ( France will not admit it, 
nor as Interpreted by the Quakers, ( the Anabaprifts, 
and Independents will not hear 1t) nor as Inter 
by Luther , { Calvin rejechs it, ) nor as Interpreted 
Calvin, Thorndick and Bramball will not yield to it, 
nor will $:illingflees ftand to their Interpretation ; nor 
ethers to that of Stilling fleet. Finally our Rule of Faith 
is Scripture, not as Interpreted by any, but as each 
Congregation. Synod, particular DoCter, or man 
of ſound Judgment Interprets it , and conſequently, 
whatever Doctrine any man of ſound Judgment judges 
to be of Scripture, is to be eſteemed the Do&trine 
of the Reformation ; and you may ſafely believe it, 
if you like it, and remain Rill as truly a Reformed 
Child, as the proudeſt Proteſtant of England. 

Iſmael. Can you prove that our Rule of Faith is 
Scripture, as any particular DoGter or Perſon of 
ſound Judgment underftands it ? 

Iſazc. Behold how convincingly ; firſt we have 
heard Luther, quoted but now, fay, We recieve no- 
thing but Scripture, bur ſo, as that we muſt have the 
Authority for to Interpret it : Hear himagain ; 4 The 
Governours and ' Paſtors have power ts Teach, but the 


Sheep muſt give their Judgment, whether they protoſe 
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the voice of Chriſt, or of Strangers. And again ;e 
Chriſt has taken from the Biſhops, Councils, and Paſtors, 
the right. of Fudging of Doftrine; and given it to all 
Chriſtians in General; and the Rule is Scripture as each 
one will thinh fit to Pnterpres it. And conſequently to 
this, we have heard him {ay above, I will be free and 
will not ſubmit to Doftors, Councils, or Pailors, but 
will teach whatever I think to be true. Barlow, f The 
Avoſtles bave green to each particular, the Rizht an4 
Power of Interpr:tinz, and Fulging by his inward Sfirit 
what is True ; it's needle -(s that either Man, or Angel, 
Pope, or Council, ſhould inſtruct you, the Spirit work- 
ins in the Hears, and Scripture are to each particular 
Perſon mojt aſſured Interpreters. Bilſon, Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, lays the ſame, 7 The People _ be 
Diſcerners and Fudges of what is Taught, Our Religion 
hes no other Rule of Faith, ( (ays our French Re- 
formation by the mouth of Dumonlin, bh Drelincourr, 
and the Holy Synod of Charenton,) but the Written 
Word 6vf God, as Interpreted by Ks. Laſtly , fays the 
Church of England , inthe 6th. Artic. of their 39. Ve 
have no other Rule of Faith, but Scripture as each per- 
ſon of found Fudgment in the Courch underſtands it, and 
what is- proved by it: And again in the Catholick Dof- 
rine of the Church of Enzland, Pag. 103, W hich is 
but an expoſition of the 39. Articles, Our Rule of 
Faith is but Scripture, as each perſon of ſound Fudement 
in the Church underſtan1s it : jw nh, is gtven to ru 
Church, and to each perſon of ſoun1 Fugment in it, to 
Ftndze in Controverſies of Faith, anl this is not the free 
'vate Fulzment of our Church, but alſo of our Brethren 
of Foreign Countries. 

limzel. I con! (5, not only theſe, bnt many 0- 
ther 1)oSers abet your diſcourſe, and the General 

Vogue 
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Vogue of our Reformation, is for Scripture as each 
one underſtands it; but alas! You ſee well, that we 
can never ſettle any Religion, or Church, by ſuch a 
Rule of Faith. 

Tſaac. You can never ſettle any but this, That 
every Man miy without let 6r hinderance believe what 
be pleaſe 3 ud why ſhould not this be a good Reli- 
gion ? If Scripture as each one underſtands it be not 
our Rule of Faith; if we muſt be conftrained ts be- 
heve Scripture not as we underſtand it, but as it is un- 
derſtood by this or that Congregation ; what differehce 
betwixt us and Papifts > T hey muſt believe Scripture 
a$ Interpreted by the Pope and Councils; have ever 
ſo much light from God, be ever ſo wiſe and witty, 
you muſt depoſe your own Judgment, and ſubmit to 
that of the Pope, Council, and Popiſh Church : To 
this paſs we 2re come alſo ; we muſt believe the Kings- 
Supremacy, Epiſcopacy, Figurative. Preſence, tho 


" perhaps wedo not Judge by. Scripture it be true. Do- 


Erine ; we are conſti ained by Penal Laws, and AQs 
of Parliament to believe them, as Papiſts by their In- 
quiſition 3 and why ? Becauſe the Church of England 
underſtands by Scripture, it's true ; and if you re=. 
py you do not Inteopent Scripture ſo, you'll. not be 
ard; you muſt- ſubmit, and believe againſt your 
Judgment ; and what's this but plain Popifſþ . Tyranny. 
over Mens Conſciences? Did Luther and Calvin 
forſake the Pope and Councils, for to ſubmit their - 
Judgments to any other > No, but to follow Scrip- 


- tureas each one of them underſtood it : And tho' Lu- 


ther was a Man raiſed by God.and repleniſh'd with his 
Spirit to repair the ruins of the Church, yet Calvin did - 
80 more ſubmit to him, than Luther did to the Pope ; 
nor did Zuinglivs ſubmit to Calvin, but followed his 
own ſenſe of Scripture, nor did Oecolampadins fub- 
mit to Zuinglizs ; but every one ſearched the Scrip- 
ture, believed and taught what they thought to be true F 
29g . 
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#1d thus we became a Reformation of Popery : If 
therefore we will continue a Reformation, and walk by 
the Spirit of our firſt blefſed Reformers; we mult not: 
be conſtrained to believe any Mans ſenſe of Scripture 
We mult believe whatever we think to be true, and 
have no other Rule of Faith but Seripture, as each one: 
underſtands it. 

I/mael. And what then > What do you infer from: 
this diicourſe 2? 

T{aac. This conſequence, that whereas no true Child 
of the Reformation, be he of what Congregation he 
W1ll, can juſtly deny our Rule of Faith to be Scrip- 
ture, as any perſon of ſound judgment Interprets it ; 
it follows unavoidably that the Do&trine ot the Re- 
formation is, Whatever any perſon of ſound Fudgment. 
Interprets to be the true ſenſe of Scripture, and whatever 
Luther, Calvin, Bega, or any other of found judgment 
in the Reformation, ſince its firſt riſe ' until this day, 
taught to be the true ſenſe of Scripture, 1s to be called 
and eſteemed the Dot&trine of the Retormation, tho? 
to others of this or that Congregation, 1t may ſcem. to 
be wicked and ſcandalous DoQrine. 

And now let me anſwer to an Objection you made 


againſt this Principle in our entrance to this diſcourſe : | 


You objected that many Popiſh Dottors and Caſi/ts, 
delivered ſcandalous and baſe Do&trines, which the 
Papiſts will not admit to be the Dottrine of their 
Church, tho' delivered by Popiih Doctors, and thence 
you pretended, that the particular fentiments of pri- 
vate Doctors of the Reformation are not to be ealle 
the Doctrine of our Church. Bur be pleated to ob- 
ſerve the difterence betwixt Popzry and our Reforma- 
tion ; the Rule of Faith in Popery is Scripture, as In- 
terpreted by the Pope and Council, or their Church; 
they will admit no other; conſequently no DoCtrine 
i5to be called Popery, but - what 15 Judged by the Pope 
and his Church, or Council, to be the tenſe of Scrip- 
ture ; 
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tare; and if any Doctor or Univerſity holds any ſenſe 
contrary to theirs, it is to be called the Doctrine of that 
particular perſon, and not the Doctrine of the Poputh 
Charch, becauſe their Rule of Faith is not Scripture, 
as Interpreted by any perſon of ſound judgment, but 
as Interpreted by their Pope and Council. But where- 
as our Rule of Faith in the Reformation is Scripture, 
as each perſon of ſound judgment Interprets it ; what- 
ever Dodtrine, or ſenſe, is ſaid by any Man to be of 
Scripture, 1s juſtly to be called the Doctrine of the 
Reformation: For example, Melan#hon, a Man of ſound 
Judgment, great Learning, and of an upright Con- 
icience, Taught Bigamy to be the Doctrine of Scrip- 
ture ; Bega T aught the Lords-Supper might be admi- 
niſter'd in auy kind of Victuals, as well as in Bread 
and Wine: Calvin Taught that Chriſt deſpaired on 
the Croſs, and ſuffer'd the pains of Hell after his 
Death : Why then, let all the Biſhops and Univerf- 
ties of England condemn this Do&trine ; let all the Sy- 
nods of France and Germany decry it, the Doctrine will 
be ſtill of the Reformation, becauſe 1t's Scripture as 
Interpreted by Men of ſound Judgment. 

Iſmael. T he heat of your diſcourſe has tired you, 
and my memory 1s ſufficiently loaden with what you 
have ſaid ; let me digeſt 1t in my private retirement 
and we will meet again. | 

Iſaac. Content, carry with you theſe three points 
which I have proved convincingly ; Firſt, onr Rule of 
Faith 1s Scripture, not as Interpreted by this or that, 
but by any Man of ſound Judgment ; ſecondly, it fol- 
lows hence that the Do&rine of the Reformation 
muſt be, and ought to be called whatever any Man of 
. found Judgment ſays is the ſenſe of Scripture: T hird- 
ly, it follows we may change Religions as often as 
we pleaſe, 


Third 


Third Dialogue. 


JF Smae!. IT remember well the ſummary of your 
laſtdiſcourſe given me in three poiats, and I find 
the ſecond to be abſurd and repugnant to reaſon : 


_ -— — 


you'll never perſwade it, tho' you pleaded for it with 


great energy ; what if a filly Woman, Cobler, or 
other T radeſmen, read Scripture, and give their ſeaſe 
of it, that, forſooth, muſt be called the Doctrine 
of the Reformation > And it ſhall be lawful for them 
to believe it, againſt the DoRrine of the whole 


Tſazc. Do not limit Gods infinite goodneſs, by 
meaſuring his mercies towards his Creatures with your 
narrow apprehenſions: "Take notice, he ſays, he 
has choſen the weak and contemptible of the World 
for to confound the ſtrong ones: * I confeſs unto you 
Father , that you have hid theſe things from the Wife 
and Prudent , and haſt revealed them to the little ones, 
And therefore he choſe poor ſimple Fiſhermen to be 
his Apoſtles : I know its the practice of Papiſts, and 
from them your Church of Englar:ii borrows it, to 
deſpiſe the Miniſtery of Women, Tradeſmen, and 
Illiterate People, in Preaching, Teaching, and Inter- 
preting Scripture ; but S. Paul tel!s us, ** The Word of 
God is not bound ; 'T hat's to fay, is not entayT'd on the 
learned, rich, or great ones ; the + Wind bloweth where 
it lifteth: Qur Biſhops and Miniſters would make a 
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Monopoly of the Word of God, and have themfelves | 
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to be the only Retailers of it; for to have ſome plauſ- 


. ble Title for to enjoy great Rents, and ſhear the Flock. 


But we have ſcen, as well among the Quakers, as.in 
other Congregations, filly Women and Tradeſmen, 
repleniſht with Gods Spirit, 'Preach ahd ſtr the 
reat Myſteries of our Religion with as much of good 
Loco and edification of the Auditory, as any Penny- 
Book Man in Englazd. | 
Iſmael. It feems you approve the Miniſtery of Wo- 
men and filly Tradeſmen, for preaching and teaching 
the.Flock ; and if ſo, you'll overthrow our Hierarchy 
of Biſhops and Miniſters. | 4 
Iſaac, It marters not much for you to know what 
I approve or condemn ; but ro know what the Do- 
Arineof the Reformation is; it's this; That none can 
Teach, Preach, adminiter Sacraments, or exerciſe 
Eccleſiaſtical fun&tions, 1t he be not in Holy Orders, 
Biſhop, Miniſter or Deacon ; for the Church of En- 
eland Teaches it, and you may believe it if you pleaſe, 
You may alſo deny it, and fay, any Woman or 
Tradefman, has as much power for to Preach and 
Adminiſter the Sacraments, as the richeſt Biſhop in 
England: This alſo is the Doctrine of the Reforma- 
tion aſwell as the former , becauſe Puakers, Prexby- 
terians, Brownifts, Anabaftiſts, 8c. Believe and 
Teach it, and they are Men of as ſound Judgments, 
and as good Reformers as Proteſtants ;* nay, the moſt 
karned of our Reformers, teach and commend the 
Power of Women for to exerciſe Spiritual funftions, 
and Adminiſter the Sacraments: &« Saumaiſe, Peter 
Marzyr, and b Zuinelizs , expreſly defend the Prieſt- 
hood as well of Women as of Men: And ©c Luther 
proves it efficaciouſly ; The firſt Office of a Prieſt . 
ſays te, is to Preach, this #% common to all, evet. 
Wis 
a In lib, ad Corin. c. 11. b In Ex. plan. Art.17. C To. 2. 
de miniſt. Ecclel. inſtit. fol. 369. @ lib. de Cap. Babyl. c42 
Ordin. & lib. de abroganda Miſſa. 
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Wamen ; the ſecond % to Baptize ; which i alſo common 19 | 
Women ; the third js #0 Conſecrate their Bread and Wine, 

and this alſo-#s common to all as well a5 to Men: and in | 
the abſence of a Prieſt, a Woman may abſolve from ſins as | 


well as the Pope, becauſe the words of Chriſt, whatever ye 


ſhall untye on Earth, fhall be umyed in Heaven , were © 


ſaid to all Chriſtians. 


And when ſo eminent men had not ſaid it, reaſon | 
and Scripture convinces it ; Reaſon, becauſe that our | 


Rule of Faith being Scripture as each Perſon of ſound 


ent underſtands it, many Women undoubtedly | 


Judgm 

are of ſound Judgment, and why ſhould not their jn- 
terpretation of oe paſs for the Do&trine of the 
Reformation, as well as that of our Biſhops and Mini- 


ſers : Scripture, becauſe we read the Samaritan Woman | 


was the firſt who preached the Meſſias to the City of 
Semeris, and Chriſt commanded . Mary Magdalen to 


£0 to preach his ReſurreCtion to his Diſciples ; and we ! . 
ow by our Chronicles that our glorious QueenE/iza- | 


beth of bleſſed memory, did not only govern the ſtate, 
but was a great Apoſtoleſs in Church affairs. 

Iſmael. To what purpoſe then , have we Btſhops 
and Miniſters, who enjoy ſo vaſt reyenues ; if any 


Man or Woman can Preach and Adminiſter the Sacra- | 


ments as well as they. 
Iſaac. You may believe, Biſhops and Miniſters 
are very needful for the Service of the Church ; for 


they being commonly learned witty Men, and having 


Wives, they come to inſtruCt their Wives io well, 
that the good Women come in a ſhort rime to be as 
learned as their Husbands, and as nimble and quick in 
the Eccleſiaſtical Miniſteries as they, if they were per- 
mitted to exerciſe them ; as ſome Authors of Credit re- 
late unto us, that a Gentleman of Conſtance, wyit to 
his Friend in a Village, ( about three leagues diſtane 
from that City, ) whoſe Inhabitants were for the moſt 
part of our Lutheran Retormation ; the good Paſtor 
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exhorted his Flock to prepare for Eaſter Communion, 
and that none ſhould preſume to come to the Holy Ta- 
ble, but ſhould firſt confeſs and receive abſolution of 
his fins: Eaſter Holy dayes being come, ſuch a mul- 
titude flockt to confeſſion, that the Paſtor ' could not 
fatisfie the Devotion of ſo great a croud ; he called his 
Wife to help him, for to hear Confeſſions , and give 
Abſolutions, in which Miniſtery the good Lady did 
Labour with great ſatisfa&tion of the Penitenrs ; but 
neither the Paſtor, nor his virtuous Conſort being able- 
to diſpatch ſo great a multi:ude, he called his Maid 
Servant, who did work in the Holy Miniſtery with as 
much expedition as her Maſter. But for all this, the 
Church of Scorland, France, and all England, ( Pro- 
- mp exceprted,) will tell you that Biſhops and Mini- 
ers are not needful, nay that they are very preju- 
dicions to the Reformation and State ; To the Refor- 


. ma:10n, becauſe this Hierarchy with the Biſhops Courr, 


Surplices, Correr Caps, and other Irumperies , 
puts the Flock in mind of Popzry, whereot it's a per- 
tect Reſemblance 3 and whilſt the Papijts fee our 
change from them , comes to be: almoſt no more but 
to ſubſtitute new Prieſts and Biſhops 1n their own pace 
for to manage more confcienciouſly the Rents and re- 
venues. which they profanely abufed, and that thoſe 
Rents and rsyenues are {ti}] tn the Hands of an Eccle=- 
ſtaſtical Hierarchy, they live in Hopes of recovering 
them ſome day, when our Biſhops and Miniſters will 
come to be as bad Stewards of them as they were, and 
that the Flock will be weary of them, and call .back 
the Antient Pofſeffors: It's therefore perhaps the Emit- 
{aries of the Pope do inceſſantly blow in our Ears ; 
how 11] our Eccleſiaſtical Revenues are beſtowed, for 
to maintain Wives. and Children, Pomp and Vanity. 
of Biſhops and Miniſters, no lefs than in Popery. To 
the State, they ſeem to be prejudicious, whereas 
any .but a Biſhop or Miniſter, ponls think, it __ 


by 
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' he more: advantagiois to. the Comnion-wealth, that 
the King ſhould have thoſe Revenues for to maintain 
his Fleet and Army, and eale thereby the Sabjetts of 
ſubſidies and taxes, than that a handiul of Bithops 
and Miniſters ſhould have them > Specially when 0- 
thers can Preach and T each as well as they, tor no- 
rhing, bur the pleaſure of being heard. 

T|mazel. Bat do not you fee it would be a Sacriledge, 
that the King ſhonld deprive the Clergy of their 
Church Revenues. 

I{azc, And do not vou know, that almoſt all our 
- Congregations do hold our Clergy to be 10 true Cler- 
*£y, but as meer laymea as you or I ; they admit no 
Clergy or Epiſcopal CharaGter, but Elfers cholen by 
the Congregation? And it they be no true Clergy,they 
have no right to the Church Revenurs, and it's no 
Sacrtledge ro deprive them of them. The Popxh 
Clergy in Henry the VIII. time, hed viſibly a greater 
* Tight to them, than ours now haves For neither the 
'K:ivg himſelt nor any other did doubt of their Right, 
and now moſt of our Congregations , do abſolutely 
deny any Right in our Clergy to thoſe Rents, becaute 
they are no Clergy > Yet none will be ſo bo!d, asto 
accuſe Henry the V I II. of Sacriledge , for having 
taken the Church-livings from them, for to put them 
to better uſe. And why ſhould we dare ſay, our King 
would commit any, for depriving our Clergy of thoſe 

ents > Believe he can lawfully do it, or believe he 
cannot, you'll be.ſti!l a good Child of the Reformation. 
Believe what you pleaſe. 

Timaet, This 1s a tickliſh point, let's leave it to the 
conſideration of our wiſe and prudent Parliament , 
and be pleaſed to anſwer to my doubt, How can we 
tive in peace and tranquility in Reltgion, if our Rule 

f Faith be Scripture as each one underſtands it: I 
emember a difcourſ ſtarted in the Houſe of Lords, 
ot many. Years ago, by his Cirace the Duke of Buck- 
ingam , 
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| / ingom, he deſired to know, what was it to be a Pro- 


ant ; . wherein did Pronfhany properly conſiſt 2 
he Biſhops, who were preſent looked one upon anoe 
ther, and whether they feared the difficulty of the 
xe. agg , or that for modeſty's ſake, cach expected 
to' hear another ſpeak firſt, they ſtood filent for a 
while; at laſt the Ice was broken by one, others fol- 
lowed, but hardly any two agreed ; and all that the 
Duke could gather out of their ſeveral anſwers, was 
that our Rule of Faith, was Scripture as each one un- 
derſtood is, and Proteſtency. nothing but Scripture , 
as Interpreted by the Parliament and Church of Eng- 
land : Whereupon he concluded, We are theſe 
hundred Years very buſie for to ſettle Religton, and 
for ought I perceive, we are as unſettled now as at the 
beginning : And truly he had great reaſon, for Re- 
ligzon _ Faith is nothing elſa, but that ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture, which each perſon of ſound Judgment under- 
ſtands ; and as it's impoſſible we ſhould all jump and 
agree in one ſenſe and meaning of the Text, fo it's 
pots we ſhall ever be ſertled and agree in Re- 
g10n, 
td: The reaſon of our unſettlement hitherto, 
and at preſent, is the violent efforts, what by Perſe- 
cutions, Atts of Parliaments, and other Oppreſſions ; 
what by InveQtives, Intrigues , and Cabals of the 
Church ot England, to draw all to be Proteſtants ; of 
the Presbyterians, to make us deny Epiſcopacy ; and 
of each other Congregation, to force us to their re- 
ſpeftive Tenets : And whilſt this conſtraint and ſeve- 
rity is uſed againſt Mens Conſciences, it's in vain to ex- 
Ct peace or ſettlement in our Reformed Church : ' 
ut let us follow the Rule of Faith, let each one- be- 
lieve as in his Conſcience he beſt underſtands Scripture: 
let us all believe what we pleaſe, and be permitted fo 
to do, and we.ſhall without doubt enjoy perfe&t Peace 
and Tranquillity : Ls 7 you Figurative Preſence, 
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f you will ; tet the 'Latheran believe his Real Preſence, 
ithe likes it, and let me belieye no Preſence at all, it 
I judge there's none ; why will not you permit me to 
tollow that Rule of Faith, which the whole Reforma- 
tion, even the Church of England gives me 1n her 39 
Articles, Scriptare as each perſon of ſound Fulgment 
zinderftands it. To fay, we can never have ſettlement 
in Religion, whilſt this arbitrary Interpretation of 
Scripture is permitted, 1s to ſpeak like a Papiſt : This 
che Pope ind Papiſts ſaid to our firſt bleſſed Reform- 
ers, and the .Popiſh Church ſays this day to us, that 
we ought to ſubmit our judgments to the Church and 
Councils ; that we ought not to believe what ſenſe we 
think to betrue, but what the Pope and Councils pro- 
_ Poſe untous; and if Luther, and our other Retor- 
mers did not do ill in following their own ſenſe and 
Interpretation 'of Scripture againſt all the World, 
why do you blame me or any other for following their 
example ? 

Iſ2e!, When you ſpeak of our Reformarion and 
Congregations, I hear you reckon the Arians, $9- 
cinians, and Antitrinitarians, among them ; ſure 
you do not believe they , or ſuch like ancient con- 
demned Hereticks were of the Reformation; for 
we Proteſtants do believe the Myſtery of the Trinity 
anainft them, and will never own them to be our 

rethren. 

Iſzac. And do not you believe Epiſcopacy againſt 
the-Presbyterians, ſome Canonical Books againſt the 
Lutherans, Supremacy againſt the Duakers, and 'In- 
fants Baptiſm againſt the Anabapriſts; and yet you own 
themas your Brethren and godly Congregations of the 
Reformation ; or if you will deny them, they will 
alſo fcorn you, and ſay they are more of the Reforma- 
tion than you are; and why will you not own the 
Arians, 8c. as your Brethren, tho' you believe the 
Trinity againſt them? You fay they are Old con.lemn'd 
t | He- 


— 


| 
[ 
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Heretichs ; and does this language become a Child of 
the Reformed ' Church > By whom. were they con- 
demn'd > Was it not by the Popiſh Church, which 
alſo condemns us, and ſays we are as much Hereticks 
as they ; and as we ought not to be ſo called, and' 
judge the Pope and Councils Sentence againſt us, to 
be bold, uncharitable, and unjuſt ; ſo we muſt fay of 
the Arians, Pelazians, and others condemn'd by 
them. You ſay Proteſtants will never own them to be 
their Brethrea; God forbid the Proteſtant Church 
ſhould be fo uncharitable to their fellow . Chriſtians, 
and fo unjuſt to themſelves. B. Morton, (as I cited in 
my firſt Dialogue, ) as learned a Man as the Church of 
England bred, fays the Arian Ghurch 15a true Church, 
and will ſay no leſs of the others: But what need we 
the Teſtimony of any, for what reaſon ſo convincing- 
ly proves; They who walk by one and the ſame Rule 
of Faith, are of one and the ſame Religion ; there. 
fore Lutherans, Proteſtants, Presbyterians and Inde: 
pendants, do eſteem themfe!ves to be of the ſame 


Faith and Religion , becauſe they all have the ſamg 


Rule, which is Scripture, as each Congregation under= 
ſtands it: Alſo, notwithſtanding the difference and 
yariety of Congregations in Popery, they hold all but 


one Faith, as they ſay ; becauſe they have all but one 


Rule of their Belief, which is their infallible Pope and 
Church : But it's evident that thoſe which you ca'!l 
Ancient condemned Hereticks , have one and the ſame 
Rule of Faith with our Reformation ; for ours 15 Scrip- 
ture, as cach perſon of ſound ſudgment underſtands it, 
without any obligation of holding the ſenſe of it delivers 
ed by Pope, Church, Counclls, or any other ; there- 
fore our firft blefled Reformers did not care what ſenfe 
of it the Church or Pope did hold, when they began 
to Preach the purity of the Goſpel, but each of them 
Interpreted it as he thought fit in the Lord, and fo 
purged the Church of many Errors : T his 1s the very 
| D 4 | ſelf 
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ſc]f-ame Rule of Faith , which Arians, Pelegians , 
Neſtorians, and others, peremptorily condemned by 
Rome as Hereticks, did follow and walk by : Eac 
of them Read and Interpreted Scripture, Preached 
and Believed what ſenſe of it they thought to be true, 
tho' they knew it was againſt the Doctrine of the 
Church, looking on Scripture alone as their Rule of 
Faith, without any regard of the Pope, Church, 
Councils, or Fathers : The Churchyof Rome, proud 
and impatient of any Oppoſition, condemned them 
as Herericks for not ſubmitting their Judgments to her ; 
for taking Scripture as they underſtood it, and not as 
the Church and Councils underſtood it, for their Rule 
of Faith ; arid if this be a crime, we are as guilty as 
they ; weareequally nocent or innocent ; weare both 
Hereticks, or none is; weare therefore concern'd in 
their Honour, and ought to defend the integrity of 
their procedure againſt the common Enemy, which is 
the Pope, They were Reformers of the Church in 
their times, as we are in ours; and whereas they have 
the ſame Rule of Faith, ſo they have the ſame Reli- 
gion with the Reformation. 

Iſmael. Then you will ſay, Arianiſm is the Do@- 
rine of the Reformation, and we may lawfully believe 
It. 

Iſaac. I fay, God's Unity in Nature and Trinity in 
perſons, is the Doctrine of the Reformation, becauſe 
the Proteſtant , Lutheran , and Hugonot Church , 


judge by Scripture, it is true; and if. you judge alſo by | 


Scripture, it1s the true Doctrine, you may believe it: 
I fay alſo, if you judge by Scripture, this Myſtery is not 
true, you may ſafely deny it, according to the Principles 
of the Reformation, and be ſtill as good a member ef 


the Reformed Church, as they who behleve it ; for | 


whoever believes what he judges by Scripture to be 
true, is a true Reformed : AnJ, that the denial of 
the Trinity is as much the Doztrinc of the Reformati- 
on 
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on, us the belicf of it;- it appeags not only becauſe1t 
was the DoQrine of the Arians, who, as I proved, are 
trniy of the Reformed Church ; but becauſe 1t was 
caught by the greateſt Lizhts of. our Church : .d Ca#- 
vis ſay's the ] ext, Ay Father is. greater than T, ' maſt 
be underſtood of Chriſt, not only as be -is Man, * but allo 
tr beis God. Andthat the Council of Nice.did abule 
the lext: e Afy Father and I are one, for to prove 
the Iinity of bath in Nathre ; whereas it - only anifies 
their lizity” by. conformity of Wills. ' Again: . he aye, 
E piit. 2. ad Polon. in T ra6t.-Theol.- paz. 796. 71 hat 
Frayer, Hzs'y Trinity one God bave mercy of u8, 45 
barbarous, ani does not pleaſe me. And ads, f ' Tye 
Son bas bis own fubſtance diſtin f:om the Father, © B1S 
Diſciple 'Panets, ſays, - it's 4 fooliſh infipid Prayer : 
And our great Apoſtle Luther, ( who as Fox witnel- 
ſeth, was the Chariot and conductor of !{rze!, and a 
Man extraordioarily raiſed and repleniſh'd with Gods 
Spirit, to teach the purity of the Goſpel, ) cauiecl 
that Prayer tc be-Þlotred ont of . the Liranies.' þ 2948 
word Trinity, ſays he, ferns coldly; wy Soul bates 
that wori{ Humonſion, and the Arian did well in n8t 
admitting it. Laſtly, Ochinzs that great Oracle of E- 
glan.!, impugns this Myſtery wich a ſtrong diſcourte : 
1 Ie are not obliged to believe, ſays he, more than 
the Saints of the Ancient Teſtament, otherwiſe our cot- 
dition woxld Le worſe than theirs, but they were not 60(t- 
ged to. believe this Myſtery, therefore we are nor obli- 
ged. Examine, I pray, the Works of thele eminent 
ofors, where I quote them ; confider if they be 
not, not only Men of found judgment, but men ex- 
traordinarily raiſed by God, (fays the Synod of Ch4- 
renton ; ) the Chariots and Conductors of 1jrae!, fays 
: Fox 3 

d In Harm. in'Matth. c. 26.ver(. 64.4 in a:lmonad Polon. 
in Tra. Theolsg. fag. 794. e Comment. {uper. Fon. C. 10. 
t'In A. Setueti pag. 87. g L. cont. cenebrar. i In Poſtil, 
Major. in eunarrat. Eyang. Domin. Trivit. LLib. 2.Dial.zs 
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Fox : Men: to be reverenc'd after Chriſt; ſays our 
Dodtor Fowel, and Apoſtolical Oracles ſent to teach 
us the purity of the Goſpel, and conclude it's an un- 
deniable Verity that this is the Doctrine of the Refor- 
mation, whereas it's Scripture as Interpreted by ſuch. 
Men: Oh! But England, France, and Scotland, 
believes this Myſtery ; well >- And what then > That 
proves that the Myſtery is alſo the Do&trine of the Re- 
tormation, becauſe whatever any Man of ſound judg- 
ment thinks to be Scripture, it's the DoCtrine ; but 1s 
England or France alone the whole Reformation ? Are 
not Luther, Calvin, Danaus, Ochinus, as well of 
the Reformation, and Men of as ſound Judgment as 
they ? Since therefore they underſtand by Scripture: 
there's no Trinity, it's the Do&trine of the Refor- 
mation alſo that there's none; Believe it. or deny 1t, 
which yow- like beſt, and you'll be ſtill of the Re- 
formed Church. 

Iſmael. By the principle you run upon you may ſay 
any blaſphemy is the Doctrine of the Retormation, 
for there's hardly any ſo execrable, but ſome Dr. of 
ours has delivered and taught 1t. 

Tſzac, The Principle Crue upon1s this, Seripture 
as cach perſon of ſound Judgment interprets it; 1s our 
Rule of Faith : Judge you, if that be not a good Prin- 
Cliple in our Reformed Church, whereas this is the- 
Rule of Faith given us by the 39 Artces;and generally: 
by all our Doctors, as I proved in my firſt Dialogue : 
this being our Rule of Faith and Reformed Do&trine, 
it's evident;that whateverDoctrine is judged by any per- 
{on of ſound. Judgment tobe eontejnda in Scripture, 
is the Dottrine of our Reformation: ſome- perſons oft 
found Judgment ſay the Real Preſence is exprefled-by 
Scripture, tliis therefore is the Doctrine of the Refor- 
mation ; others ſay, only Figurative Preſence 1s taught 
in Scripture, this alſo is the DoCtrine of the Reforma- 
tion; ſome underſtand by Scripuure, there 15a _—_ | 
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of the Blefſed Trinity ; this therefore is the Do&rine 
of the Reformation, others underſtand there's no ſuch 
Myſtery, this alſo is the Doctrine of the Reforma- 
tion : ſo that whether you believe or deny this or any 
other Tener controverted, you'll ſtill hold the Do» 
rine of the Reformation. 

Iſmael. Calvin k ſays, Chriſt pray'd unadviſedly, the 
Eve of his paſſion; that he uttered words whereof he was 
afterward ſorry : that in his paſſion he was ſo troubled 
fl all fides, that overwhelm'd with deſperation, be de- 

ſted from invoking God, which was torenounce all hopes 
of Salvation : And fays he, 1 if you obje# it's abſurd 
and ſcandalous to affirm Chriſt deſpaired, I anſwer, this 
deſperation proceeded from him as he was man, nos as 
he was Ged. And this is not only the DoGrine of. Cal- 
vin, but of Brentius, m Marlotus, n Facobus Miniſter 
(quoted by Bilſen 9 and of Beza. Will you fay this is 
the Doctrine of the Reformation, or that we can 
without ſcruple believe it > Alſo Calvin ſays, 6 That 
Chriſt's corpozal death was not fnff icient for to redeem 
us, but that afier having deſpaired on the Croſs , he 
ſuffered the death of his Soul; that's to ſay , that bis 
Soul after bis corporal death , ſuffered the pains of 
the dann'd in Hell. And ſays he in the ſame place, they 
are but ignorant, doltifh, bruziſ men, who will deny it; 
Luther alſo teaches the ſame Dottrine : p As be ſuffered 
with exceeding pains ; the death of the body, ſo it ſeems 
be ſuffered afterward the death of the Soul in Hell : Epi- 
nus q a learned Lutheran ſays, Cbriſt deſcended into 
Hell for thee, and ſuffered not only corporal death, but 
the death and fire of Hell, Mr. Fulk and Perkins avow 
this 45 alſo the expreſs dectrine of 7Uliricus, LP 
Fa an 

k Harm. in Evang. Mat. c. 26. ver(. 39. and c. 27. ver. 46. 
& lib. 2. Inſtit. c. 16. ſeit. 10. @ 11. | In Luc: par. 2. 
hom. 65. and In Toan. hom. 54. m In March c. 16. n In 
Recogn. pag. 376. © Lib. 2. Inſt. c.16. fait. 10, and ſeq. 
P To. 3. Wettemp. in ſp. 16. q In pf. 16. 
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and Leſfus. Alſo Luther r moſt 'impiouſty aſhrms, 
: that not only the humane nature of Chriſt 'dyed for #s, but 
alſo bis Divine nature: ſee Luther's words quoted at 
large by Zuinglius, ſand Hoſpinian; r1t you fay fuch 
ſcandalous blaſphemies may be ſafely believed ; you 
will render your Chriſtianity ſuſpe&ted ; and if vor 
fay, that they are the Doctrine of the Reformation, 
or that they may be believed according to the Principles 
of the Reformation, jou will make the Reformation 
ahd its Principles to be hated by any good Chriſtian. 
Tſaac. If I walk by the Rule of Faith of the Refor- 
mation, I'll prove my ſelf a true Reformed Child ; and 
if I prove my ſelf to be a Retormed Child, my Chriſti- 
anity cannot be juſtly ſuſpe&ed. What Tenet have you 
related of all thoſe which you call blaſphemies and ſcan- 
dals, but has been judged by thoſe emment DoCtors of 
our Reformation to be expreſs Scripture, or confor- 
mable to Scripture; and fince our Rule of Faith is 
Scripture, as each perſon of ſound Judgment under- 
ſtands it , and fince the Doctrine of ovr Reforma- 
tion 1s but whatever atily ſuch perſon of ſound 
Judgment, judges to be expreſicd in, or pro- 
ved by Scripture, it's evident that all thoſe Te- 
nets are undeniably the DoCtrine of the Reformation: 
I fay then, and will ſay, without any offence to my 
Chriſtianity, or blemiſh to our Reformed Church , 
that thoſe Tenets are the Doctrine of the Reformation, 
and may be as ſately believed by any Child of it, as Fi- 
gurative Preſence, Supremacy, or two Sacraments : 
and Jet not any Bieer pretend to frighten me from this 
Doctrine by calling it Blaſphemy and Tmpiety ; No, 
it's Seripture, as interpreted by our renowned Refor- 
med Doctors, therefore it's no Blaſphemy : Let any 
man convince me, that our Rule of Faith muſt not be 
Scripture, as each perſon of ſound Judgment _— 
ands 
r In Confe|. m:jeri de Cena Dui. 1 To. 2. in reſpon. a1 Con- 
jel. Luth. fol. 458. t In Hiſtor, Sacram. par. 2. fol. 57. 
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ſtands it ; and he will convince that this cannot be juſt- 
ly called the Doctrine of the Refermation; but whilſt 
i 4 wx mw _ of —_— ws CT no- 
thiag-that-1$ t- by any perſon” of 10 udgment 
to be the Dorae of Scripture, but is to be called our 
by Dottrine, and may be ſafelybelieved. 

You ſay. that whoever has any love-for Chriſtianity, 
will hate the Reformation and its Principles, if they 
give Liberty for to. believe ſuch Blafphemies : - Buty 
cat any Mother be more Indulgent tother Child, than 
the Reformation.is tous 2 Suchk-as think. thoſe enets: 
to be Blaſphemics, the Reformation. gives them; leave 
not to believethem ; and if any judges, by; Scripture, 
that they are not Blaſphemies, but pure ine, as 
Luther, Calvin, and others did, they have-Liberty. 
; forto believe them. Hewhodenies + ty cannot” 18. 

Charity check them. who:believe them, nor can: they 
'. Whobelieve them, check thoſe who. deny them, where- 
as each follow the Rule of Faith, and beheve what they: 
Judge by Scripture to- be-true. And- if you. or -your: 
Church of England- cry - out Blaſphemy', Blaſpbemy. , 
againſt all that you judge-to be falſe, why do. not you 
cry. Blafphemp againſt  Presbyterians, - Lutherans, and. 
| other Congregations. from whom. you diflent > And 

What difference betwixt you and the Church of Rome ? 

Thefolly. of this is to- call Hereſie and Blaſphemy all 

that is.not her own Do&trine: And all that your Church 

of England miſlikes, muſt be Fanaticiſm, Blaſphe- 

my, and impiety > Muſt our Rule of Faith be Scrip- 
)- ture, as the Church of England underſtands. it, and 
not* otherwiſe > Presbyterians, and Lutherans , will 
neyer-allow it : If therefore our Rule of Faith be 
Scripture, as each perſon underſtands it ; any perſon of 
ſound Judgment 1 the Reformation, may without 
ſcruple believe what he underſtands t> be the Doctrine 
of Scr iptures 


E Fourth 


Fourth Dialogue. 


SMAET. You ſtill infiſt upon that principle that 
our Rule of Faith is Scripture, as each perſon of 
ſound judgment underſtands it, and from that princi- 
le will, follow many abſard conſequences deſtructive of 
tety and Religion. 

Iſaac. That principle is not invented by me, it's of 
our Holy Reformation ; if I did diſcourſe with a Pa- 
piſt I would prove the principle to be true, and Gods 
expreſs Word ; but fince I diſcourſe with a Reformed 
Child, I ſuppoſe, and not ſpend my time in provin 
it : This principle then, being an unqueſtionable trut 
in our Reformation, no Reformed Child muſt be {o 
irreverent and bold as to ſay, that any Doctrine which 
clearly and unavoidably follows out of it, is Blaſphe- 
movs or Impious, for that would be to condemn our 
principle by which we walk : Ex vero non bs uitur nifs 
veram : From a true principle nothing can follow but 
true Doctrine 2 Can you deny but this was the Rule 
of Faith, and principle of our firſt bleſſed Reformers, 
and of the Church of England, mentioned in her 39 
Articles > If therefore they judged, and if any other 
judges by that Rule and principle, that thoſe Tenets 
which you call Impious and Blaſphemous, be true 
_— » they cannot be blamed for believing 
them. 

Iſmael, T confeſs our firſt Reformers &id ſpeak fo, 
but I fay ſuch Errors and Impious Do&trines cannot 
without Irreverence be called the Doctrine of the Re- 
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formation, and cannot without impiety be - believed, 
becauſe our Reformation at preſent condemns and 
deteſts thoſe Blaſphemies, for we muſt grant that our 
Reformation in 1ts beginning was not in its full per- 
feftioa of Doctrine ; Cod began it by Luther, Calvin, 
Zuinglius, and others: Thoſe great Men had their 
frailties, they did overlaſh in ſome "things, and what 
they ſaid amiſs, Gods Heavenly Spirit inſpired to the 
Church from time to time to corre& it, and has at 
length brought our Church to that purity of Doctrine , 
= fulneſs of perfeftion which now 1t enjoys. No- 
thing is to be called now the Do&trine of the Refor- 
mation, but what is now believed by our Congregati- 
ons, and none of them believes thoſe execrable Teacts 
you related. 

Iſaac. You wrong the Reformation very much, 1A 
ſaying it had not its full perfe&tion in the beginning, 1t's 
rather to be thought, that that poliſhing and rettaing 
of it in enſting Years with new perfe&tions, and cor- 
recting the firſt draught of it by our firſt Reformers, 
las been a corruption of it with ſome mixtare of Popith 
errors and ſuperſtitions : For all Religious Congrega- 
tions, and pretenders to Piety, are at the firſt begin- 
ning in the height of their perfeCtion, and in Progreſs 
of Years, they ; rot ack and decay from their primitive 
Spirit into errors and corruption of manners : Rell - 
glous Congregations are not like Arts and Sciences, 
which by time and experience receive new perfections ; 
but like Chimnies, which grow daily blacker by con- 
tinual ſmoke and fire : Witneſs the Fewiſh Church 
and Law, in its. begianing, flouriſhing and Holy, 
but corrupted in progreſs of time,by Traditions of Men 
and Superſtitions of Pharices : Witneſs alſo the Law 
of the Goſpel in thoſe happy times of the Apoſtles, 
holy and pure, but corrupted after ſome Years . by er- 
rors of Popery: If we be to ſeek for the pure and OQr- 
thodox Doctrine of the _ Church , ought not 

2 , . we 
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we to be ſaid by the Apoſtles, Men raiſed extraordi- 
-narily by Gad, and replenth'd with his{pirit to teach 


us the” Golpel 2 -And it we be to ſeek for the pure 
and Orthodox Do&trine of the Reformation, ought | 
not we to be faid rather by Luther, Calvin, Mel anion, | 
Zuinglius;Beza,and-our other firſt Reformers, than by a ! 
. "ew Miniſters and Bithops of England, who, tho' they 


#be/WHe and Pious Men, yet they are not of that ſtamp 
-as the others. And it - our preſent Congregations pre- 
{ume to correCt them, and ſay they overlath'd in their 
Dodtrine ; will not the Pafiſts ſay, if they have been 
{uch ſcandalous Maſters and falſe Teachers, why did 
you receive their Reformation > And as they erred {6 
groſly in ſuch-prime Articiez of Chriſtianity, why do 
not you fear -and ſuſpect - they have alſo erred 1n the 
reſt > Secondly, the m__ will ſay, if as they Re- 
formed us, you Reform them , then you-mnſt expe 
and permit that others may Reform you, and fortake 
your Doftrine as you forſake theirs. 

Iſmael, IT wiſh you could make out, that the Re- 
formation was in its full perfection in its beginning ; 
had you read ſome Writers of ours, perhaps you 
would judge otherwiſe ; « Muſculus, a learned Lu- 
theran, writes thus ; Thus it is with us at preſent, that 
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if any be deſirous to Pp a great Rabble of Knaves, turbu- | 
TD 


tent Spirits, deceitful perſons, Couſeners and Debauch'd 
Men , let bim go to'a City where the Goſpel is purely 
Preached, and he fhall find them by multitudes ; for it's more 
manifeſt than the day light, that never were there more 
unbridled and unruly people among the Turks and In- 
- fidels than the profeſſors of the Reformed Goſpel, 
b Luther himſelf ſays as much ; The World grows 
daily worſe, and Men are now more covetous, revenge- 
ful, and licentious than they were in Popery. Mr. _ 

c lays, 
a Dom. 1. Adventus, @ libr. de Proph. Chriſti. b In 
Peſthil. ſuper Evangel, Domj. 1. Advent, © Dom. 26, 
poſt, Trmit, 
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c ſays no leſs; After my Travels round about all Eng- 
land, IT found the people in moſt parts proud , matz- 
cious, ambitious, and careleſs of good Works ; Mr. Richard 
Gefery, in his Sermon at St. Pauls Croſs, printed Anno 


' 1604. I may freely ſpeak what IT have plainly ow 


that in Flanders never was there more Drunkenneſs, in 


- Italy more Wantonneſs, in Jury more Hypocrifie , itt 
-Turky more Impiety, in Tartary more- Iniquity , than 


is praftic'd generally in England, and particularly in 


-Lendon, Certainly our Reformation at preſent de- 
' ſerves a better Character ; never did the Ale-houſes 


and Taverns complain more heavily of want of Tra- 
ding, which is a proof of our ſobriety; the Churches 
which we ſee a building in London, is a good Tefti- 
mony of Piety; and we are fo far from any ſmack of 
Hypocrifie , that you ſhall not ſee in all Lendon the 
leaſt appearance of Vertue; ſo hiddenly it's kept from 
mera Loca but what you may meet in our honeſt 
Quakers. 
[ſzac- I] confeſs our- Congregations as now they 
\ Dodrine and manners ; 
but I fay alſo, that the Do&trine and manners of our 
Reformation, as its firſt beginning was as Pure as 


- Holy, and as True as now it 1s, or ever it will be. 


Nay, ſuppoſing and granted , their manners and 
ottrine were ſo corrupt as thoſe DoCtors mention 3 
1 fay that amidſt all thoſe Vices, their Life was as 


- Holy, Innocent, Blameleſs and Pure as yours is now : 


And that you may be convinc'd of this Truth, know 
that Calvin expreſly teaches: d We believe, the Sins 
of the Faithful, ( he means of the Reformation ) are 
but wenial Sins; not but that they deſerve: Death , but 


becauſe there is no Danmation for the Children of Grace , 


inaſmuch as their Sins. are not imputed: tro them ; - And 
again e he ſays, We can aſſure our ſelves, we can ng 

EK 3 more 
Cc Motives to good Works inte Evift. Dedic, 4 Lib. 3. Inſt, 
6. 4. ſet, 28, e Lib. 4. Inſt. c. 7. ſeit. 2, 
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#20ye be danm'd: fer any Sins, -tban Jeſus Chriſt - bin- 
ſelf. Luther f is of the fame Opinion, as nothing but 


\Feith deth ifre-us , ſo nothing but Incredulity is 4 | 


Sin. Again,''g Ns Sin is ſo great that it can condemn 
a. Man, fuch-as are damn'd , \are damn'd only for their 


Incredulity. Whitaker, þ No Sin can hurt 4 Man who | . 


has Faith. The ſame is taught by Wotton, -Fulk, 'Tin- 
.dal, and Bega. It's therefore the DoCtrine of Scrip- 
.ture , as Interpreted by theſe: Perſons -of great: arid 
ſound Judgment, that” Inceſts, Murthers, Intempe- 


Trance, - or whatever elſe-you call- a-Sin,: (-Incredulity | 
excepted, ) either is no Sin at all, or but: Yenial Sins, | 


which do no barm, nor cannot! damn the- children of 


— 


theReformation ;- if therefore our- Brethrew lived-in | 


the beginning of the Reformation, as theſe Authors re- 
late,they lived according to;Scripture, as Interpreted to 
them. by Men 'of found Judgment, and this being our 
rule of Faith and Manners, they did not ill, but very 
well in following it. 

Iſmael. T hey 'were men of the Reformation, it's 
true, who taught theſe Errors, and diſſolution of Life 
and good - manners ; infomuch , they -fwerved from 
the Spirits Holineſs and Purity of the Reformation, 
and muſt not be believed nor commended. : Look up- 
on the Reformation as now it is, and you will not 
find any fuch ſcandalous. Doctrine, or - corrnption bf 
manners. 

Tſaac. They were not -mly-Men of the Reforma- 
tion, but the q— Oracles of it, which you will 
not match-with any of our preſent Congregations, and 
it's not pardonable in any Reformed Child to ſay, ſuch 
Oracles, : Extraordinarily raiſed -by God to Teach the 
purity of the pomp. gr it taught either Errors 
ur Doctrine, or diſſotution of manners : They taughe 

what 


f In lecis commun. claſſe 5: c. 27; g To. 2. Wittemb. de 


«apt. Babyl.. fol, 74+ Iv De Excl. cont. : Bellarm. conf. 2. | 
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whatin their: Conſcience they. underſtood-by Scripture 
to be true ;if:you will not be ſo1rreverent as to fay:that 


they were Knaves, who-ſpoke anditaught againſt their 
Conſcience and .Knowledge. Therefore they t 


the DoQrine 6f the Reformation purely and truly. : The 


. conſequence 'is evident : For,-what- 1s: the :Dottrine 


of the Reformation , | but what 'Wyc learned Men of 
found Judgment, think and undetftand by Scriptureto 


be true> Why is figurative Preſence the Doctrine of 


the Reformation ? tho demied-by | Lutherans, ({ who 


-are-Reformed alſo, -). but: becaufe'W ie: learned Men 


dee by Scripture as they underſtand it, 1t's the true 
octrine? or can you give me any other Rule of Faith 


-by. which we may know what DoCtrine is.of the Refor. 


mation, and what not, ' but Scriptureas each Perſon 
of ſound: Judgment naderftands 1t > : Or what /Rule 


can you give tor to know what is good or evil-<o'be 


-done, : bat Scripture as underſtood: by fuch Perfons > 
Tf therefore Luther , ' Calvin, 'and the other Dodors , 


I quoted,” Judge by Scripture that: DoErine- and: man- 
ner of Life to-be true-and good , -why' may notwe ſay 
it's the Doctrine of the Reformation : ' If you or the 


-Church of England, or Scatand Judge that! DoRrine 


to be falſe, 'and that manner of Life robe-a diffolution 


-and corruption-of manners : Why ? 'youw-are Men of 


found ' Judgment , [you underftand Scripture ſo ; that 


-will be the Doftrine alſo is of the Reformation , - you 
'may*believe.it : - But you muſt not deny that Luther 
'and' Calvins -Dotrine alſo is of the' Reformation, be- 


cauſe they'were Men- of as ſound Judgment as you: 
'You tranſgreſs haniouſly againſt modeſty, in ſaying 

thoſe ſacred Organs of God ſwerved from the Spirit 

and ' Holineſs of the Reformation ; which having ro 


- other Rule-of Faith'-but Scripture, as each Perſon of 


ſound Judgment underſtands it ; its Spirit and Holineſs 
conſiſt-in fraiming our Life and Do&trine to thar Rule, 


-as our-blefled Reformers andReformation in-tts'begin- 


4 ning 
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' ning did, believing thoſe. Tenets, which you call Er- 
rors and Blaſphemy, and living that Life which you call 
Diſſolution and Corruption of Manners, becauſe they 
-Judge by Scripture;.as they underſtood it, that Do&t- | 
rine _ Maaner of Life was True, Innocent, and 
Crood; and if you like 1t as they did, you may believe * 
-and. live as theydid, and be a good Child of the Refor- | 
mation : Conſider I pray all the Works and Doctrine 
of-Luther, ( the like I fy of our other firſt Reformers, ) 
the- three parts of his Doctrine 1s againſt Popery, and 
they ſay, all are Herefies and Blaiphemies ; the reſt is 
contrary: to .the Church of England, and She ſays, 
this is alſo Errors and Blaſphemy , fo you conſpire | 
.with the'Papiſts,to deſtroy the credit of our firſt and beſt | 
Reformer ; and betwixt you both, you unplume him | 
of all his Feathers, and leave-him not a bit of good 
Dodtrine. 

But I will ſtand to the Spirit, and Principles of the- | 
Reformation, and Congregations , as now they are, , * 
ſince that you do ſo much boaſt of its Purity and great 
PerteCtions ; -and I will prove that Dottrine, and man- 
ner of Life, may be believed and followed Lawfully 
ſtanding to its Frinciples : For if the Spirit of the Re- 
formation be at preient among us, we muſt not be 
forced, as in Popery, to believe againſt our proper Judg- 
ments, what others believe by Scripture to be true and 
Holy, but what each one thinks in his own Conſcience 
to be f{uch ; becauſe even now at preſent, our Rule of 
Faith, is Scripture as each Perſon of ſound Judgment | 
underitands it, and this is the ſame Rule which Luther 
and rhe Reformation in its beginning had: T his Holy li- | 
berty is the belt Jewel! , the greateſt Perfeftion, and 
molt Glorious Prerogative the Reformation has : If 
therefore now at preſent any Man Judges by Scripture, 
that he can Marry ten Wives at a time ; that he can kill 
his own Son as Abraham intended ; that he may com- 
mit Inceſt with his own Daughter, as Loz d1d ; - 
tncre 
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there is no Sin but Incredulity, as Luther believed ; -ner 
any Myſtery of the Trinity -of Perſons in one Nature, 
as Calvin believed : With what Juſtice can the Church 
ot England ſay a Man does not believe, and live as be- 
cometh a Reformed Child, or that his Doctrine -and 
Lite is ſcandalous > Whereas he lives and believes as 
he underſtands by Scripture, he may or ought to do, 
which 1s the-Rule of Faith of the Reformation, eyen 
of the Church of -England> The Church of Englaud 
ſays, the Lutheran DoCtrine of the Real Preſence 
1s not the Do&trine of Scripture; that the Presbyterian 
Do&trine- againſt Epiſcopacy, is not the Do&trine of 
Scripture; that the Anabaptiſt Doctrine againſt In- 
fants Baptiſm, is not of Scripture ; ;and yet you. per- 
mit them all to liye in Peace ; you Confeſs they are true 
Children of the-Reformation , tho Diſſenters from 
you ; why? Becauſe they follow Scripture as they. 
underſtand is , and- this is our Rule of Faith> And 
why will not you ſay, the Belief and Life of: that 0- 
ther Man is alſo of the Reformation, tho abſurd 1t 
may ſeem to you ; ſince. he believes and lives: as he 
Judges by Scripture he may 2. It follows therefore 
plainly, that this is the Doctrine of the Reformati- 
ON. 

Iſmael. I confeſs our Rule of Faith in the Refor- 
mation , 1s Scripture as each perſon of ſound Judg- 
ment underſtands it : but you cannot doubt but that 
It's needful tro moderate and curb this liberty , or 1t 
may run too far : for if every man be licenc't to be- 
lieve and teach every thing he fancies to be according 
to Scripture; as there is no Doctrine ſo execrable bur 
ſome ignoraht Reader may hit upon a text, which, 
11] underſtood may ſeem to favour it; fo there-will be 
none but may be believed, and called the Doctrine of 
the Reformation : tor example , Bey i teaches, (and 
lays it's alſo the Doctrine of Calvin, Sumaize and 
Geneve, ) that the Lords Supper may be lawfully ad- 


i Epiſt. 2. 2. O. 25+ fmumiterd 


Reptrd, & Dior, page 223, 
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minifter'd in any kind of Victuals as well as in Bread 
and Wine, in Eggs, Fleſh, Fiſh, &c. Where there 
is no bread and wine, ſays he , we may duly celebrate, 
if inflead of them we uſe what we uſually eat and 
drink. And again in the ſame place; If there be no wa- 


ter at hand, and that Baptiſm cannot be with edification | 
' differed I would Baptize in any other liquor. 


Iſsac. And why ſhould not it be lawful to any Re- 
formed to believe this, whereas it's Scripture as inter- 
preted by a man of ſo ſound a Judgment ? but I do not 
Ia any wiſe like that opinion of yours and of the Church 


of England, that its convenient to limit and curb mens 


udgments left they may run too far: this 1s the Po- 
icy of. Rome, They will not permit an arbitrary In- 


' rerpretation of Scripture , alledging, forſooth , for 


inconveniency, the multitude of abſurd Doctrines 
which the World would ſwarm with, if ſuch a liberty 
were allowed: No, no,. far be it from any true Re- 


' formed Child to miſlike or blame that all people ſhouJd 


interpret Scripture, and believe what they judge by it 
to be tiue : and if what they judge to be true, ſhould 
ſeem to you falſe and ſcandalous, do not you believe tt, 
bar let them believe it, and they will be of the Refor- 
mation, becauſe they follow our Rule of Faith. 
Iſmael. k Luther, | Melanfhon, m Mulculus, n Ochi- 
#25, © Beza, and others, teach the lawfulneſs of Biga- 
my or multiplicity of Wives, aud prove it with the 
example of Abraham , Tfazc and Facob : and Ochinus 
expounding the Text of St. Paul, It behoveth a Biſhop 
to be 4 man of one Wife : The probibition, ſays he, is 


-wot to be underſtood ſo,  thit « Biſhop ſhould have but one 
Wife at a time, for certainly he may have many, but $. Paul's - | 
meaning is, that he ought not te have roo many Woes at 4 time, | 
Tſags. | 


that's to fay ten or twenty, 
K To. 5. Wittem. (erm.” de Matrim. & in 1. ad Corint. 7. 
I Confil, Theol. par. 1. pag. 648. 134. m In Epiſt.Paul, 
a4 Phil. & in 2. a4 Tim. 3. nlib. 2, Dial. 21. © Lib. ae 
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Iſazc. And will you deny this to be the Do&trine of 
the Reformation, whereas 1t's Scripture as Interpreted 
by men of ſo eminent and ſound a judgement ? | 

Iſmael. The Synod of Geneve, p and the q Eccle- 
faſtical Diſcipline of France, a: at Saumure, has 
decreed, that a Wife whoſe Husband 15a long time-- 
abſent, may have him call'd by the publick Cryer, and 
if within a competent time he does not appear, with- 
out any further enquiry, the Miniſters may licence her 
to marry any other, or marry her himſelf. 

Iſaac. I fay, all honeſt Women may praGtiſe this - 
Dodtrine without ſcruple or ſhame, whereas it's Scri 
ture as Interpreted by that thrice > 3 but let 
Seamen beware how they undertake ong Voyages, for ; 
fear their Wives may take other Husbangs 1n their 
abſence. p- 

Iſmael. Luther r teaches it's lawful to a Wife, if 
her Husband does not pleaſe her, to call her Man fer- 


” vaat, or her neighbour ; which Do&trine they fay is 


come to the ears of our London Siſters; and he gives. 
the like liberty to the Husbands, -if their Wives be 
pettiſh and humourſome. If the Husband, ſays he, can- 
not corre the humourſomne|s of his Wife, he may ima- - 
gine ſhe is dead, and may marry another , becauſe it's 
not in the power of « Man 10 live without a Woman, nor 
in hers to live without a Man. | | -p<F10%7 

Iſaac. This is Scripture as Interpreted by Luther, . 
and conſequently muſt not be denied to bethe Doctrine 
of the Reformation ; nor can any of our Reformation' 


 bejuſtly puniſh'd or blam'd for pradtifing it, if he judg= 


ges by Scriptnre it betrue, ( as-Luther did ) for this 1s 
our Rule of Faith. But Luther never gave this liberty, 
but upon condition, that the Husband or Wite ſhould 
firſt make their complaint before a Magiſtrate, for to 
have a redreſs of their injury and diſcontent ; but this - 
cong 
p Canon. Generales Genuen 1560, - .q Chap. 13. art, 31. 
1 To. 5. Wittem. ferm. de Matrims 
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condition ſeems too.comberſame tothe modeſty of our 
Sifters:; they do not ſubmit to it, but” do themſelves 
juſtice without anyaddrefs to the Magiſtrate. I know 
alfo that'not only 'Luther, but { Bucer, t Melanffon, 
u:Ochinas, x Muſculm-and Calvin,. y do teach that a-man 


who. finds his Wife in! Adultery, may caft her off by' ! 
Divorce, and-marry another ; and our French Synods* | 


have ordered this Doctrine to be put in their Ecelefi- 
aftical Diſcipline, ſo-that ir's the-Do&rine of Scripeure, 


as interpreted by theſe perſons of ſound- judgment; and 


canſequently of ' the Reformation : you may therefore 


believe and: praftice.it; our” Siſters, TID | 
trine, 


Miniſters Wives were much alarm'd-at this D« 


and ay it's a dammable Hereſi; believe as you pleaſe. | 


Thnasl. Does not Luther ſay it's impoſſib 


alt Parents may believe their Daughters of that age are 
defiled, if not preferr'd in due time « ſure you will not 
ſay this is the rite of the Reformation. 
Tſazo, And who doubts but thar it's the Reformed 
ine : Scripture as interpreted by ſo ſound a judg- 
ment; the contrary Do&trine is alſo of the Reforma- 
tion, and you may believe it, becauſe our Glorious 
Queen Elizabeth dyed a Virgin ; and it's credibly re- 
ported ſome few fellows of Oxford and Cambridge live 


| 7 ea 4 young! | 
Man of 20 years can live without a Woman; or a+ 
young Maid of 18' years, without a' Man ; whereby 


continently. | 
Iſmael. But what do "'you- think of a Child Chri- | 


ſten'din Popery by a Monk or a Fryar, ought he to be 
Ghriften'd again in our Reformation? And what if a 
Popiſh Prieſt, or Fryar; did become of ous Reformed 
Church, can - he lawfully Marry whereas, he made a 
Vow of Chaſtity ? 


, 


Tſaac. 


CTv. 5: Wittemb. ſerm. de Matrim. t In Scriptis Anelic.de 
Ree Chr. 1.2.c.26. @ in Matth. c. 19. u InConfil. Theol. 
far. 1, ptg. 648. . 134. Xx Dial. 200. & 204. in Epiſt. 
S. Paul. ad Tim. 3. y 1. 4. Inft. c. 19. (ef. 37. Diſcip. Ec6l. 
C13, Z Serm. de Matrim. 
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Iſaac. As to the firſt Pyery, it's the DoCtrine of 
the Reformation, deciared by many French Synods.and 
recorded in their Eccleſiaſtical Dyfcipline, that he muſt 
be Chriſten'd again , becauſe the firſt Baptiſm was 
Null : it's alſo the Doctrine of the Reformation, de- 


| © claredby the Church of England, and many Synods of 


_ 
, 


France, that the firſt Baptifm is ſufficient and valid : 
believe w hich you pleaſe. Ir's alſo the Doctrine of the 
Reformation , that Infants Baptiſm is not at all need- 
ful ( nay nor Lawful fay the Anabaprefts ) ſo ſays 
Calvin, a Zuingulius , Bexa and many others , it's like- 
wiſe the DoEtrine of our 39. Articles, b and our holy 
Synod of London c that Infants baptiſm is lawful and 
needful. Believe which you like beſt ; both are of the 
Reformation. 

As to the ſecond Query, it's the Doctrine of the Re- 
formation that Prieſts andFryars are obliged to the vow 


- of Chaſtity which they made in Popery , and cannot: 


marry, this is the Doctrine of many of our Brethren 
and icularly of d Hooker, e Marloratus, Budellus 
and f Couel, who ſay the Papiſh vows of Poverty , 
Obedience and Chaftity are commendable and ought 
to be kept. You may alſo believe this is wicked Doct- 
rine, and that they may take Wives notwithſtand- 
ing their vow of Chaſtity , as well as Benefices not- 
withſtanding their vow of Poverty : belieye which you 
pleaſe, both Do&trines are of the Reformation ; bur 
the beſt is to ſay they can marry , for it marriage and 
benefices were denied them, no Prieſt or Fryar would 
ever embrace our Reformed Doctrine : We know 
our great Zuinglius himſelt would not at all preach the 
Goſpel unto the Suitzers, until that he preſented a 
petition for himſelf and his companions, ( all Prieſts 
and Fryars ) extant yet in his 1 Tom. pag. 110. and 

F obtain- 
2 Lib. 4. Inft. c. 15. ſef. 20. & 21, b Aﬀ.27. CCan. 
29. d Lib. 2. Eccleſ. Polit. pag. 103. e In Tim.c. 50» 
£ In deſenſ. Hookerj art. 8. 
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obtained the contents of it, which was to have Wives, 


Nor can we doubt this to be rhe beſt Doctrine, where- 
as Luther, Bega, and almoſt all our other Reformers, 


were Prieſts and Fryars , and the firſt ſtep they gave | 
inthe Reformation was to Marry : the Papilts and tome | 
weak Brethren were much ſcandalized at Luthers mar- 


Triage, and Eraſmus his ralletie upon it was much ſo- 
lemnized , Luther yeſterday a Monk , 10 day a Husband, 
and next day a Father , becauſe that honeſt Kate Boren, 
his virtuous Bride,was happily deitvered of a lovely Boy 


eight days after he married her : but the Servant of | 


—  — _ 


, 


od did not regret the action , which proves that he | 


judged by Scripture it was very Jawful, 


— —_ 


Fifth Dialogue. 


T* M AEL. You know I have been born and bred 
in our holy Reformation, and a Church of Eng- 
land man ; you tell me I may believe this or that, and 
whatever I pleaſe ; I would gladly ſettle once for ever, 
and reſolve what I may, and ought to believe , and 
not to be every day carried away with every. wind of 
Doctrine: let me, to that purpoſe propoſe unto you, 


O_o —_ - - - 


| 
| 


— 


and hear your reſolution of ſome doubts. What do | 


you think, have not we a Church on exrth eſtabliſhe 
by Chriſt, wherein we are to live and ſerve him, and 
believe her Doctrine ? 

Tſaac. 1 will give you no other inftruftion nor an- 
ſwer but the pure Doctrine of the Retorination, which 
when you have heard , you may determin as you like 
beſt, what Religion to embrace ; but know this, 
that after you have determin'd with your ſelf to bclieve 


this orthat; you may with a very ſafe conſcience alter | 


that rei0iution next Cay after, ard believe the quite con- 
| tra!y 


ory nid s is | Gig 


— 


Com C—_—o——___ 


I EI In 


SE: 


trary to what you reſolve to believe, if upon bette! 
conſideration you think the contrary to be true ; this 
is the liberty of the holy Reformation, as I proved in 
my firſt Dia logue.. 

As to your preſent doubt I anſwer, it's the DoGtrine 
of the Reformation , that it was Jeſus Chriſt the Son 
of God who eſtabliſht the Church, you may believe ic 
therefore: It's alſo the Doctrine of the Reformatton , 
that it was not Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God who eſta- 
bliſhr the Church : that this is the Doctrine of our Re- 
formation its apparent , for it's Scripture as Interpre- 
ted by Ochinus a man of found Judgment, whom 4!l 
Traly coull not match, ſays Calvin, in whole preſence 
Enz2lint was hatpy , and unhappy in his abſence, ſays 
B. Bale: Ochinus ſpeaks thus, a Conſidering how the 
Church was eſtabliſh: by Chriſt and waſht with his Blood ; 
and conjidering again how it was utterly overthrown Ly 
Papacy ; I concluded that be who eftabliſns it , could not 
be Chrift the Son of God , becaule he wante providence; 
and upo1 this refleftion he renounced Chriit and be- 
came a Jew. And no man can fay but thar he acted 
and behrved himſelf like a true Child of the Retorma- 
tion in {o doing, tor he tollowed Scripture as he under- 
ſtood it ; and as he was a true Reformed Child in for- 
faking Popery, becauſe he underſtood by Scripture , 
that the Reformation was better ; ſo ſince he under- 
ſtood by reading Scripture more, that Fudaiſm was 
better than the Reformation , he acted like a good 
Reformed , in chufiag that which he underſtood by 
Scripture to be the beſt ; this is the Reformations Rule 
of Faith; do you, if you pleaſe, as he did, and you'll 
be as good a Reformed as he. 

Ant if you chooſe to believe that there is a Church 
eſtabli/!hrt on earth by Chriſt, you muſt beware never 
to believe or perſwade your ſelf that we are bound to 
believe her Doctrine, or live in her, if you do not 
judge by Scripture that ſhe teaches the Doctrine of 
a In Prefat. Dialog, UF 2 Chrilt 
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Chrit: This is the molt eſſential point of Popery, an * 
obligation of ſubmirting our judgments to the Church, | 
and believing herDoErine without any more examining 
and in this the Church of England is much like the Po- 
= Church, which by Acts of Parliaments and other 
everities, would oblige all men to believe her Dotrine, - 
Rites and Ceremonies: No, God has given us Scrip- 
ture for our Rule of Faith, as we forſook rhe Popiſh 
Church, becauſe we difcovered by Scripture her many 
Errors in Do&trine; ſo we are not bound to believe. | 
the Dodtrine of any other Church , but as we find by 
Scripture her Dodtrine is true. Do, and ſpeak as Lu- *' 
ther to 1. Edit. Fen. in Refolut. I will be free, and | 
will not ſubmit to the authority of Councils, Popes, Church | 
er I/njiverſity; to the contrary I will confidently teach. 
whatever I Fullge to betrue ; whether it be Catholick Doff- * 
7ine or Heretical ; condenmed or approved. 

Iſmael. Muſt I not believe that the Doctrine of Je- 
fus Chriſt, delivered to his Apoſtles and the Church | 
15 true Doctrine ? | 

Iſaac. The Reformation teaches, it is, and you 
may ſafely believe it: You may as ſafely believe it is 
not, in the Principles of the Reformation ; becauſe it 
reaches that Chriſt err'd in Doctrine and manners : Yere 
Phariſei erant vir: walde boni, ſays Luther; b and 
Chriſtus [minime , dobuit eos taxare: and Calvin ſays, 
@ 71s 4 folly td think he was not ignorant in many things ; 
laſtly, Devid Georgizs d ( a Man of God and of a holy 
life fays Oſcander ) writes, If the Dofrine of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles had been true and perfeft ; the Church which 
zbey planted bad continued, but now it ks manifeſt that 
Antichriſt has ſubverted it , as it s manifeſt in Papacy ; 
therefore it was falſe and imperfect. See theſe words 

uoted in the Hiſtory of Devid George printed by the 
Divines of Baſile, at Antwerp, 4nno. 1568. both DoGt- 
rines 

Þ Serm. de 5o. Artic. in ſumms. ſummarum., C In Harm» 
ſuper, Luc, c. 2: d Eptitom Gents 16, p4r. 2+ 
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rines are Scripture as interpreted by men of ſound 
Judgment ; a Child of the Reformation, may believe 
which he will. 

Tſmazl. Is it not the Doctrine of the Reformation 
that the Apoſtles were infallible in their Dodtrine ? 
much more muſt we believe that Jeſus Chriſt was ſo. 

Tſaac. Yes itis; you may believe it: andit's alfo 
the Doctrine of the Reformation that they were not 
infallible, neither in their written or unwritten Doct- 
rine, fo, many of our moſt renowned Doctors 
ſpeak , and whatever any Men of ſoand Judgment ' 
Judge to be true by Scripture, is the Dectrine of the 

eformation: Zuinglius, e one of the greateſt Ora- 
cles of our Church ſays, It's & great ignorance to be- 
lieve any infallible authority in the Goſpels or Epiſtles 
of the Apoſtles ; Beza, not inferiour to Zuinglius, blot- 
ted out of S. Fobn the hiſtory of the Woman Adulte- 
reſs, Judging 1t a fable. Clebitius f affirms , thas Luke's 
relation of Chriſt's paſſion is not rrue, becauſe it does not 
agree with that of Matthew «nd Mark, and more credit 
#5 to be giymn torwo, than toone, g Calvin ſays, Peter 
conſented to, and added to the ſchiſm of the Church, to 
the overthrow of Chriftian liberty, and Chriſt's Grace. 
h Whitaker ſays, I's evident that after the Deſcent 
of the Holy Goſpel, the whole Church, even the Apoſtles , 
erred ; and Peter erred in Dofrine and manners, 1 Lut> 
ther ſays Peter lived and taught extra Verbum Dei ; and 
Brentius k his Diſciple ſays, that Peter and Barnabas 
together with the Church of Jeruſalem erred afier re- 
ceiving the Holy Ghoſt. If our Rule of Faith be Scripture 
as each perſon of ſound Judginent underſtands it , un- 
donbtedly this muſt be the Doctrine of the Reformati- 
on, and may be believed by any Reformed , itnce it's 
: 0 3 Scripture, 
1 Tom. 2 cont. Catabapt. fol. 10. f Viforid verit. arg. 5 
e In cap. 2. ad Gal. h de Ecclef. cont. Bellarm. Cont, 2.4. 4 

To. 5. Witte. an 1554. in Epiſt. a4 Gal, c, 1. k In 
pa 1, Cof. c. de Concil, 
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Scri interpreted by-ſuch renowned men. 

Tſhmzel This is moſt wicked Dofrine, Tl never 
believe it. 

Iſaac. If you think by Scripture it's wicked , do 
not : follow your Rule of Faith, Scripture as you un- 
derſtand it; but if any other underſtands by Scripture 
( as thoſe authors did) that the DoCtrine is good, give 
him leave to believe it ; he'll but follow his Rule of 
Faith ; Scripture as he underſtands it, 

Iſmael. 1 would gladly know which are the true 
Canonical Books of Scripture. 

Iſaac. T he Reformatisn teaches and you may believe 
with theChurch of Exgland,;that S. Pauis Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, thoſe of Fames and Fude : the 2. of S. Peter ; 
the 2. and 3. of S. Fobn, are true Canonical Scripture ; 
the Reformation alſo teaches they are not Canonical , 
becauſe Lutherans deny them ; believe which you like 
beſt. Burt if you'll live in peace, and out of all ſtrife 
with Proteftants, Lutherans, and others, who dif- 
pute, if this or that be Canonical Scripture ; your rea- 
cieſt and ſpeedieft way will be, to ſay there's no true 
Canonical Scripture; Scripture 1s no more to be re- 

arded than other pious Books : if you fay this is not the 
Dodrine of the Reformation ; read Hoſhas de expreſe 
Perbo Dei, Q& lib. de Har. where he relates this to be 
the Doctrine of the Swinfeldians, as good Reformers as 
the beſt of us : they ſay, that we are not te regard any 
Inſtruction from man or Book,but Gods immediate in- 
{piration, which ſpeaks ſecretly to our hearts ; for 
which they alledge thoſe comfortable words of the 
Prophet, I will hear what my Lord my God freaks in 
ze : for ſay they, the Book which we call Scripture, 
15 a creature, and we mult not ſeek for light and in- 
ſtruction from any creature, but from God the Father 
ef Lights. This 1s Scripture as interpreted by Men of 
_ adement ; any Child of the Reformation may 
zelieve 1t, 


Tſmael. 
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Iſmael. I thought to ſettle my mind in my chojce of 
ſome Religion, and you go the way to beat me from 
all, for if you renverſe the Authority ot Scripture, what 
warrant ſhall we have for any Religion ? Cod forbid 
the Reformation ſhould deny the true Canon, or the 
infallible truth of Scripture ; and let all the world fa 
the contrary, 1 will conſtantly aver and believe its 
Gods infallible word. 

Iſaac. How can you ſay I beat you from all Reli- 

ion, when I dire&ly perſwade you to follow the 

ule of Faith of our ! yomeaner Ling Scripture as each 
perſon of ſound judgment underſtands is ; let this be your 
Religion, if you will be a true Reformed ; whatever 
you Judge in your conſcience to be true, let the Church 
of England, or France, or any other, fay and believe 
what they will ; you are to believe but what you j 
by ("> nn to be true ; and this is the Religion of 
the Reformation, 

Iſmael. I would gladly know, if it be lawful to chep 
or change Text ? 

Iſaac. It's the Doctrine of the Reformation that you 
cannot, becauſe God has forbid to add to, or take a- 
way from his word: and therefore we condemn the 
Papiſts for their Tradition, obtruded upon the Flock 
as the Word of God : It's alſo the DoCtrine of the Re- 
formation , and the pra@ice of our beſt Reformer, 
when the Text does not fpeak clear enough, that for 
to refute Popery and eſtabliſh our own DoC&trine, we 
may add or diminiſh a word or two ; which 1s not to 
change the Word of God, but to make it ſpeak more 
expreſly : as when Luthet had a mind ro preach Fuſtifs- 
cation by Faith alone, finding the Text faid but, Man 
is Fuftifie.l by Faith, he added the word A4!one, and made 
the Text very clear againſt Popery, which formerly 
was ſomewhat obſcure : Zuinglizs being to teach the 
Figurative preſente oft Chriſt in the Sacrament, found 
the Text, this is my Body, to be too pat againſt his 
Doctrine 


1 In c4þ. 2. as Gul, 3 fern. 417). 517. 25 þ 
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Doctrine, - and inſtead of Ts, put 11 this fignifieth : 
The Church of England being to preach the Kings Spi- 
ritual Supremacy, could not convince the obſtinate 
Papilſt by the Original Text, which ſaid 1 Pet. 2. jub- 
wit yonr ſelves unto every humane creature for the Lord's 
lake, whether it be the King as excelling, or to, &C. 
But in King Edwards time they altered one word, and 
mad? the T ext thus, ſubmir your ſelves to every Ordi- 
nance of Man, whether it be to the Kinz, as being the 
chief head, and the following impreſſions of the Bible, 
the year 1557 and 79. fay, To the King as ſupreme. 
And 1o the true Doctrine is clearly convinc'd out of 
Scripture, as alſothe lawfulnefſs of Prieſts Marriage ; 
for the Text before the Reformation ſaid r Cor: 9. 
have not we power to lead about 2 Woman ſiſter, and now 
our Bibles ſay, have net we power to lead about 4 
Wife being our Siſter : hence it's evident according to the 
Doctrine and practice of our Reformation, that when 
you have a mind to eſtabliih a Doctrine which you 
Judge to be true, you may change the Text and make 
it ſpeak to your ſenſe and meaning, provided you judge 
your ſenſe to be true. 

Iſm:el, What do you think of Fuſtifyins Faith ? 
Does Faith alone juſtify us ? 

Iſaac. 
without charity it cannot, becauſe S. Paul ſays 1 Cor. 
I3. If I bave Faith ſe as' 806 move mountains, and have 
n1 charity, T am nothing. It's altos the Doctrine of the 
Re'ormation, that it is impious and wicked to fay, 
Faith alone without Charity does not juſtify ; this is 
Scripture as interpreted by Luth?? a man of ſound 
judgment : { Who ſay, quoth Luther, that Faith alone 
thoigh perfeT it be, cannot Fuſtify without Charity , (ay 
impiouſly and wickedly, becauſe Faith alene, without any 
good works doth juftiſie. Believe wich Doctrine you 
pleaſe, both are of the Reformatio1. 

Tſmat, 


It's the Doctrine of the Reformation, that . 


| 


Which believe you remember, 
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Ifmacl, Luther was inſolent in checking the Doctrine 
of St. Paul. 

Iſaac. Probably he- did not -refle& that itwas the 
Dodtrine of the Apoſtle, and if you will have it to be 
a Check of S. Pal, Luther m wall anſwer for himſelf, 
Be it, (ays he, that the Church, Auguſtin or other 
DoFers, alſs Peter and Paul, nay, and an Ange! from 
Heaven ſhould teach otherwiſe than as T teach, yet my Doffrine 
is ſuch, that is (etteth forth Gods Glory ; I know I reach no 
Humane, but Divine Defrine. 

It'sthe Dodtrine of the Reformation, that Faith a-. 
lone, without any good Works, and notwithſtanding 
all Sins you are Guilty of, doth juſtifie you : Thus 18- 
Scripture, as Interpreted by Luther , who ſays, no= 
thing-can damn you but Incredulity , as nothing but 
Faith can fave you ; of Whitaker, Wotton, Fulk, and 
B:34, wheſe words I related in pr promo Dialogue, 

and I need not repeat. 

It's alſo the, Do&trine of the Reformation,chat good - 
Works are meritorious of Grace and Glory ; n Hocker 
and Harmonia confeſſ. o ſay it's the DoGtrineof Scrip- 
ture ; and what any perſon of ſound Judgment judges 
to be the Doctrine of Scripture , may believe 
it, for this is our Rule of Faith. It's likewiſe the 
Dodtrine generally of all our Church, that good 
Works are not at: all meritorious: Tindal, ( called 
by Fox pa Man of God, aad a conſtant Martyr, judges 
this to be ſo true, that in his Treatiſe de Mammona ini- 
quitatis, he ſays, Chrift himſelf did not by all his geod 


_ Wirks merit the Glory : And tho' the Scripture ſays 


expreſly he did, Calvin q affirms, that it's a Fooliſh 
curioſity to examine, and 4 raſh prepoſition to ſay Chriſt 
did Merit. 
It's the Doctrine of the Reformation,that tho' a 
or 
m In Epiſt. ad Gal.c. 1. & 2.& Ton. 5. Wittemb. an.1s 5 4 


fol. 2.9. n Lib. 5. de Eccl. Polit. ſet. 72.0 pag. 495-7 273. 


P Acts and Mon. p4g. 514. q Lib. 2. Inft.c. 17. ſect. 6. 
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Works be not meritorious, nor have not the leaſt -1n- 
fluence in our Fujtificarim or Salvation, yet they are 
abſolutely needfal for both, inaſmuch as that true 
Faith cannot be without good Works, becauſe they 
are the marks and figns of a livinz Faith, by which 
alone we are ſaved ; this is the judgment of the Church 
of Enzland, expreſſed in the 11 and 12 Avticle of 
the 39, and of Melanfon in locis Commun. ce Boris ope- 
ribs, and you may believe it : You may alſo believe, 
and it's the Dottrine of the [Reformarton, that gook 
Works ate fo far from being needful, that they are 
prejudiciovs and hurtful to our Salvation, and the beſk 
way to be (aved is to do n9 205d work at all; this 1s 
SCripture as Interpreted by liricus, Fliccinr, Ae 
dor/ins, quoted in Att. Co!leg, Aldeburz. pag. 205, 
and 229, and Luther r was ſo deeply per{waded of 
this truth, tho' that Chrift (aid, If thou wilt enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven , keep the Commundment : Lu- 
ther fays, it's an obſtacle to our Salvation to keep 
them: Where it is (til, quoth he , rhat F2ith in 
Chrift doth indeed jullifie us, bit that it is nece[ary ally 
?9 keep the Commandements, there Chrijk is deniz!, ant 
Faich a'vvlifhd , becauſe thu which is proper to F4i:9 
alone is atuributed to the Commandements. And again, 
f ſays he, if Faith be a:compan'el with good Works , 
its no true Faith; thai 


doubts but that any Dottrine of the Retormation may 


be believed. Hence forward, whea you hear the 
Preacher exhort you to gaod Works, you may believe 
him, 1t you pleaſe, and have a mind to ſpend- your 
Monies, becauſe he Preaches the Doctrine of the Re- 
formation ; or you may laugh at him, and believe not 
a, word he fays, becauſe he Preaches againſt the Doct- 
rixe of the Reformation. T{mael, 
r In comment, in cap. 2:ad Gal, To, 1, Propoſis. 3. 
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Thnel. Theſe are dangerous and ſcandalous Tenets, 
deſtructive of Piety and Chriſtianity ; and let Luther 
and thoſe Authors you quoted, ſay what they pleaſe , 
the Reformation,nor no Honeſt Man will ever believe 
ſuch abominable Do&trine. 

T/aac. I do not tay that the Children of the Refor- 
mation are obliged to believe them : They may be- 
lieye as you do , that all are wicked Tenets: But if 
Luther and the others cited , judge in their Conſcience 
theſe Tenets to be the Doctrine of Scripture, and if 
Peter, Fohn, or your like their interpretation, I ſay, 
they may according to the principles of our Reformati= 
on believe them, and be astruly Reformed Children as 
you ; for our Rule of Faith is Scripture as each per- 
ſon of ſound judgment underſtands it, and in believing 
thoſe Tenets, becauſe they judge them to be the DoCt- 
rine of Scripture, they ſtick faſt to , and follow our 
Rule of Faith : Why is Figurative Preſence, and the 
Kings Supremacy, the Dodtrine of. the Reformation ; 
tho' denied by Papiſts, Lutherans, -and Presbyterians > 
Bur becauſe the Proteſtants judge it's the Dodtrine of 
Scripture : If therefore thoſe great Authors I quoted, 
and any other with them judge thoſe 'Tenets to be' the 
Dodtrine of Scripture, they can be juſtly called the 
Doctrine of the Reformation : Muſt Proteſtants be 
torced againſt their "a7 2 deny Real Preſence, 
and Supremacy, becauſe Lutheran, ſay it's wicket 
Do&trine. And why muſt Lather, Illiricus, Flac- 
cius, and others, be forced to deny thoſe' Tenets, tho' 
Proteſtants or Papifts Judge them to be damnable > Let 
each one believe what he thinks to be the Do&trine of 

Scripture, and he will ſtill be a true Reformed Child. 
Iſmgel. Does not our Reformation teach that it's 
poſſibleto all Men, affiſted with Gods Grace, to keep 
the Commandments? - | 
I{aac. "This is the DoQtrine of the Church of Eng- 
land, and conſequently of the Reformation : oP $ 
alfg 
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alſo the Do@rine of the Reformation delivered out of 


—_—_ as Interpreted by Luther , Catvin , Willer, | 
and ley 


eral others, -that it's impoſſible to any Man af- 
liſted with what Grace ſoever, to keep the Command- 
ments. None has ever yet, ſays our great Calvin; 


ments: Again , u The Law and Commandments were 
rven us, #0 no other end, but that we ſhould be danm'd 
them; inaſmuch , that it is impoſſible for Ws 16 - do 
what they command. The ſame Doctrine is taught by 
Luther, in ſeveral places of his Works, by Willer, 2 and 
by our Brethren the Gemariſts of Kelland, and man 
of our French Synods. Believe which you' pleaſe,bot 
Dodtrines are of the Reformation. | 
It's alſo the Do&trine of Luther and Calvin, that 
God does not caſt men into the Hell becauſe their fins 
deſerve it, nor fave men becauſe they merit it, but 


meerly becauſe he will have it ſo : He crowns #hoſe who \- 


have not deſerved is, ſays Luther, y and be puniſhes 
thoſe who have not deſerved it ; 'tis Gods Wrath and 
Severity #0 danen the one, 'tis Gods Grace and Mercy to 
the other. Calvin alſo, 2 Men are damn'd for 
"no other cauſe, but becauſe God will have is ſo; he is the 
cauſe and Author of their Panmation ; their Danmation 
is decreed by God when they are in their Mothers Womb, 
becauſe be will have it ſo; this is alſs the belief of our 
Gomarifts in Holland, of many French Churches, and 
of ſeveral learned Calvinifts ; though' the Church of 
England denies this Do6trine, none will dare = Ti 
not the Doctrine of the Reformation,becauſe it is p- 
ture as Laterpreted by ſuch eminent men of our Churc 
Iſmael. IT will never believe ſuch execrable Do&- 
rines, nor will I ever be of any Congregation which 
believes them. T/aae. 


| 


t and God has decreed nene ſhall ever keep the Command- * 


| 


| 
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Iſaac. T do not adviſe you to believe them; ' but to 
give others: leave to believe them, if they think them 
ro be the Doctrine. of Scripture ; «as Luther , Calvin, 
Willet, Gomariſts , and others do : You muſt not , 
if you be a true Reformed Child hinder any Man from 
belieying, nor be diſpleafed with' him for believing 
what he Judges in his Conicience to be the Doftrine of 
Scripture, for this is our Rule of Faith. Will not you 
be of the Congregation and Re'igion of thoſe, who 
follow Scripture as their Rule of Faith , and Believe 
what they Judge in their Conſcience to be the Doctrine 
of Scripture ? 

Iſmacl. Yes TI will, and am of ſuch a Congre- 
gation , for this is the Rule of Faith of the Retor- 
mation. 

Iſaac. Why then, you muſt be of the ſame Con- 
gregation with the Gomariſts, Luther, Calvin, and 
the others, who believe thoſe which you call execrable 
Doctrines, becauſe -they. follow Scripture as they un- 
derſtand ; and believe thoſe DofCtrines , becauſe they 
Judge them to be of Scripture : You both follow the 
{ame Rule, one-goes one way, and the other another, 
and both are of the Reformation. The Church of 
England underſtands by Scripture , that God is not the 


Author nor cauſe of Sin , that he does not force us to 


Sin ; whodoubts but rhat this is therefore theDoCtrine 
of the Reformation > But Calvin, Brentius , Bexa , 
and ſeveral others underſtand by Scripture ; that God is 
the cauſe and Author which forces our Will to Sin ; 
that Man, and the Devil, are but Gods Inſtruments to 
commit it : That Murthers , Inceſts, Blaſphemies , 
&c. are the Works of God, that he makes us commit 
them : And who doubts but this alſo is the Doctrine 
of the Reformation , being Scripture as Interpreted 
by ſuch eminent and ſound Judgment? God, fays 
Calvin, (a) direfs, moves , inclines and forces the Will 
of Man io Sin; in ſo much -y the power and ficacy 
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of Working, is wholly in him; Man, nay, and Satan 
when he impells us, being only Gods Inſtruments which he 
uſes for to make us Sin. Zuinglius, Willet , Beza , teach 
the ſame: 


a Lib. 2. Inft.c. 4. ſef. 3. L.1.c.18.ſeft.2.4 1. 3.c. 23. 
ſeff. 4. Lo. 1. de deprovid. c. 6. in Synop|. pag. 563. In mani- 


feſt. ſtratag. Papiſt. 
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Sixth Dialogue. 


FF MAETL. IT am weary of hearing fuch horrid 
Blaſphemies ; my Heart trembles to hear you ſay, 
that ſuch abominable Tenets may be believed accord- 
ing to our Rule of Faith and Principles of the Refor- 
mation : I beſeech you let me hear no more of ſuch 
ſtuff : I conceive very well that Mens Judgments and 
Conſciences are not to be conſtrain'd to believe or deny, 
this or that Tenet, becauſe the Pope, or his Infallible 
forſooth, Church, will have it ſo. 

Iſaac. And muſt they be conſtrain'd to deny or be- 
lieve, becauſe the fal{ible Church of Englazd or France, 
will have it ſo? 

Iſmael. No, I do not ſay they muſt, have Pati- 
ence, and hear me ſpeaka while : I fay that Scrip- 
rure muſt be our Rule of Faith, and not any Pope, or 
Church, or Congregation ; and that we are not to be 
forced by any to believe, but what we underſtand to 
be true by Scripture ; and that if we Judge by Scrip- 
ture, any DoCtrine to be falſe, and contrary to Gods 
Word, we mult not be forced to belicye it : But w 
nu 
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muſt not abuſe this Liberty: That we ſhould haye 
Liberty for to believe or deny Supremacy, Figurative 
Preſence, Communion in one or both kinds, and 
ſuch other Inferiour Truths eontroverted among Chri- 
ſtians ; and that each Congregation may in ſuch Arti- 
cles, believe as it underſtands by Scripture to be true , 
may paſs, and it's practic'd in our Retormed Churches; 
But that we ſhould run fo far , as to have Liberty by 
our Rule of Faith to believe or deny the Fundamental 
and Chief Articles of Chriſtianity, as the Trinity, In- 
carnation , Divinity of Chriſt, &c. That Liberty 
_ Not to be given : Qur Reformation very wiſely 
and piouſly permits the Lutherans to believe one thing , 
the Presby:erians another, the Proteſtants another , 
and ſo of the reſt: And all are true Reformed Chil- 
dren , becauſe each of them believes as they Judge by 
Scripture to be true 2 But the Reformation has never 
given, nor never will give Liberty to Interpret Scrip- 
ture againſt the Fundamental Article of Chriſtianity: : 
we muſt be moderate; and keep our rambling fancies 
within compaſs, and if any ſhould Judge and Inter- 
pret Scripture in favour of any ſcandalous and abo- 
minable T enets againſt Cariſtianity and good Manners, 
he muſt be ch2ckt, and not commended. This mo- 
deration the Church of England uſes, and will never 
p2rnut to the contrary. 

T/aac, I perceive a great deal of Popiſh Blood to 
run ja your veins, and that if you and your Church ot 
Englan, were in power at the beginning of our Re- 
formation, we ſhould never have had a Luther, Cal- 
vin , Beya,. or ſuch other noble an4 renowned Re- 
formers > By what I gather from your diſcourſe, I do 
not ſee the binds of an Inch's difference betwixt the 


Church of Rome , and you and your Church of Eng- ® 


land, for the Church of Rome will not ſtick to grant, 
that Gods. Word alone is her Rule of Faith , {o 
that none muſt belieye any ſenſe of it, but as ſhe be- 

CE lieves 
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Feves it , nor Interpret any text , but receive her In- 
rerpretation of it. I he Church of England has Serip- 
ture for her Rule of Faith, and gives us Liberty for to 
Interpret, Underftand , and Believe” ſozre text of 1t , 
as each one thinks belt; and fo permits Presbyter/ans 
to deny Epiſcopacy, Lutherans to deny Figurative Pre- 
ſence, &c. aud confeſſes they are all her Bxethren of 
the Reformation , but ſhe will give no Liberty at all 
for to Interpret other Texts, but all muſt underſtand 
them as ſhe does , or all muſt be Hereticks and damn' d 
Men? No, that Text, My Father and I are one, 
muſt be Interpreted to ftgnifie the Unity in Nature of 
che Father and Son, as the Church of England believes, 
hone muſt Interpret it otherwiſe : So that the difference 
betwixt the Popiſh Church and that of England is ; 
the firſt gives us no Liberty at all, the ſecond gives 
us ſome Liberty , the firſt robs us of all; the ſecond 
but the one half. The Rule of Faith in Pofery is 
Scripture, as Interpreted by the Pope and Councils ; 
the Rule of Faith in England as to-fome Articles, is 
Scripture as Interpreted by the Church of England; and 
as to other Articles, Scripture as each Perſon of ſound 
__ underſtands it : And thus Proteſtants, are 
ut half Papiſfts, and half Reformed , and both theſe 
ingredients will never make a good compound. 
et any unbyaſsd and impartial Man Judge if 
the Church of England proceeds juſtly in this : For if 
our Rule of Faith be Scripture as each Perſon of ſound 
Judgment underſtands it , as ſhe mentions in her 3 9. 
Articles ; and as the whole Reformation believes, if 
we are not to be conſtrained, to believe any Church, 
Council, or Mans ſenſe of Scripture, if we do not 
Judge by the Word of God it's true, by what Autho- 
rity, Rule or Reaſon, can the Church of England give 
me Liberty to underſtand and believe ſome Texts as I 
leaſe, and deny me Liberty for to underſtand and 
lieve others, as I Judge by Scripture they ought a 
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be underſtood > I pray obſerve well this diſcou rſe 
here are Luthzr , Calvin , Bexa, Zuinglius, and our 
other firſt Reformers ; they Interpret ſome Texts a- 

ainſt the Doctrine of Rome , and others againſt the 
Dodrine of the Church of Exgland. 2p are praiſed 
for the firſt, and eſteemed Apoſtolical Reformers, be- 
cauſe without any _ of what the Church of Rome 
faid, they freely taught and believed what they Judged 
by Scripture to be true ; why muſt not they be praiſed 
and eſteemed true Reformers alſo, for not regarding 
what the Church of England or any other ſays , but 
teach the impoſſibility of Gods Commandments , the 
ſufficiency of Faith alone, and all thoſe other Tenets 
which you ſo much miſlike, fince they Judge by Scrip- 
ture, that to be the true Dottrine. Are they bound 
to ſubmit their Judgments to the Church of England , 
more than to that of Rome ? 

Iſmael. But in thoſe Tenets they do not only con- 
tradict the Church of England, bur all Chriſtian 
Churches and Congranees: for all will ſay thoſe 
are wicked and ſcandalous Dottrines. 

Iſaac. And if they Judge by Scripture that thoſe 
Tenets are not {uch , but ſound and good Doftrine , 
may not they believe them, tho all the World and ten 
Worlds did gainſay them ? Is not Scripture our Rule 
of Faith, and are we to regard what any Church or all 
Churches ſay , further than we find by Scripture that 
they ſay well > Bur being theſe Tenets, which you 
call horrid Blaſphemies difpleaſe you, I'll change my 
ditcourſe ; and becanſe I ſee you are Popiſh!y inclin'd, 
I w:ll ſhew you how by the Principles of our Refor- 
mation, you can be as good a Papiſt as the Pope ; one 
Loan ep excepted, wherein you muſt diſſent from the 
Church of Rome, if you intend to remain a true Re- 
formed Child. 

[{mzel. You promiſe too much , and more thzn I 
delice to K1ow , I don't defire to have any Comm uni- 
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cation with the Pope; I know by the Writings of our 
Authors what kind of Beaſt he 1s. 

Iſazc. By your favour , you may believe the Popes 
are Worthy, Honeft, and Godly Men ; many Do&- 
ors of our Reformation, and our Travellers to the 
Court of Rom? give this Teſtimony of them > You 
may alſo believe, that Popes and Cardinals are Knaves 
and Atheiſts, who look on Scripture as a Romance , 
and deny the Incarnation of Chriſt , for Catuin ſays 
| ſo, and would never have ſaid it, if it had not been 
erue : But beware not to ſpeak ſo in Rome, or they'll 
lodge-you where Honeſt Taylsr the Quaker was ; nor 
in Spain, or they'll ſtop your Mouth with an Inquiiiti- 
on faggot. 

Tſmael. I care not what the Pope or Cardinals are ; 
but I would gladly «now, what Religion and Congre- 

ation you are of ; for whereas you are my immediate 
——— it behoves me to know what Religion you 

ave. 

Tſaac. As to my Religion, I doubt not but that my 
Readers will be divided 1n their Judgments of me ; ifa 

' Papiſt reads me, he']! ſwear I am an Atheiſt ; but I 
hope he will not pretend to be infallible as his Pope: if 
a Proteſtant , he'll ſzy, Iam a Paxiſt, and that my 
drift is to caſt dirt upon his Church ; the honeſt Qua- 
ker will fay, I am a profane man, others perhaps will 
fay I am of no Religion, but a Deſpiler of all, and our 
Congregation are fo uncharitable that likely none will 
accept of me, becauſe I ſay all Religions are very good: 
a fad thing that a man muſt be hated for ſpeaking well 
of his Neighbours, and that each one muſt have all 
the World to be naugkt but himſelf: This then is my 
Religion, To ſuffer Perſecution for Juſtice and Truth; 
to render good for evil, to bleſs thoſe who curſe me , 
and ſpeak well of all Congregations, whilſt they ſpeak 
all evil againſt me : refle&t well upon what I diſcourſed 
hitherto, and you will find, I amas great a Lover of 
] 4. Inſt, c. 7. Sed, 27, the 
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the Reformation as they who may think me its enemy 3 
and read my following diſcourſe, and you w:1l find I 
love Popety as well as the Reformation : The Spirit 
of God makes no exception of Perſons. . 

Iſmael. You promiſed to prove by the principles of 
the Reformation, that we may -believe all the Tenets 
of Popery, and remain ſtill of the Reformation : how 
can this be > 

Iſaac. You remember I excepted one Principle 
of Popery, wherein you muſt neceſſarily difſent from 
them: and if you deny this one Principle, you may be- 
lieve all their other Tenets as well as the Pope, and be 
as good a Child of the Reformation as Luther. 4 

Iſmael. What Principle is this, which you ſeem to 
make the only diſtinCtive ſign of a Reformed, from a 
Papiſt > 

Iſaac. Liſten a while : a Papiſt is not a Papiſt be- 
cauſe he believes Purgatory, Tranſubſtantiation, In- 
dulgences, and the reſt of Popiſh Tenets, but becauſe 
he believes them upon the Tetimony of the Pope and 
Church, becauſe they aſſure him they are revealed 
Truths: Ifa Papiſt did fay, I believe theſe Tenets, be- 
cauſe I my elf do judge by Scripture, that they are re- 
vealed, and rot becauſe the Pope and Church ſay 
' they are, he would be no Papiſt. The Papiſt beheves 
the Myſtery of the T rinity, the Incarnation and Paſſion 
of Chriſt, the Proteſtant believes the ſame Myſteries, 
yet the one 15 a Papiſt and no Proteſtant, the other 15a 
Proteſtant and no Papiſt. And why > becauſe the Pa- 
piſt believes them upon the Teſtimony of the Pore and 
Church, the Proteſtant believes them upon the Teſti. 
mony of Gods written Word. Believe then whatever 
you pleaſe of Popery, provided you believe it,. becauſe 
vou judge by Scripture it's true, and not becauſe the 
Pope or the Church ſays it ; you'll -never be a Papiſt, 
but a perfe&t Reformed, 

Iſmael, If 6his diſcourſe be ſolid, you may] hedge 
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in all the Articles of Po into our Reformation 

Iſaac. If you peruſe the works of our Reformed 
Dottors, you'll hardly find any Article of Popery, but 
has been judged by many, or ſome of our beſt Refor- 
med Doors, to be the true Do&trine ot Scripture; and 
whereas any Doctrine which any Perſon of ſound Judg- 
ment underſtands by Scripture to be the true, may 
juſtly called the Doctrine of the Reformation ; it fol- 
lows thar hardly is there any Article of Popery, for 
which we ſee ſo many perſecutions againſt Subjects, 
and ſuch troubles in our Parliaments, but is truly the 
Dodtrine of the Reformation. 

Iſmael. Shew me ſome Examples of this. 

Iſaac. The Veneration of Relicks and Saints dead 
Bones, is generally believed by us vo be meer Popery 
and Superſtition, therefore we made no ſtore of Ly- 
ther and Caluins Bones, tho 'we know them to be as 
great Saints asany in the Popiſh Church : but Venera- 
tion of Relicts and Saints Bones, is the Doctrine of our 
Reformation ; for whatever is ſet down and commend - 
ed by our Common Prayer Book, muſt be undoubted- 
Iy eſteemed our Reformed Dodtrine and Practice, and 
our Common Prayer Book,printed fince our Kings hap- 

y Reſtauration, in its Kalendar ſets down a day to the 

ranſlation of S. Edward King of Saxons Body in the 
month of Fune, and dedicates another to the Tranſlati- 
on of the Bodies of S. Martin and Swithin, in the month 
of Fuly. 

The Venerat:on and uſe of the ſign of the Croſs, is 
flat Popery in the Judgment of all our Congregations ; 
yet any Reformed Child may laudably and piouſly uſe 
it; whereas our Common Prayer Bok in the Admi- 
niftration of Baptiſm, commands the Miniſter to uſe 
it, ſaying, We ſign bim with the fien of the Croſs, in 
token thas hereafter he ſhall not be aſhame4, to conſefs 
the Faith of Chriſt crucified , and manfully to fight under 
bis Banner againſt Sin, the World and the Devil. And 
1n 
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in our Kalender, printed fince his Majeſties Reſtaura- 
tion, it's called the Holy Croſs. 

Our- Congregations generally believe, it's Popery to 
keep Holy-days ( except the Sabboth day) and Saints 
days; to faſt Lent, FVieils, commanded, Ember- 
cays, and Fridays; and all this is recommended to 
us in our Common Prayer Book , and the Miniſter 1s 
commanded , jn the Adminiſtration of the Lords Sup- 
fer, to pabliſh the Holy-days of the week, and ex- 
hort us to Falt ; and ſurely, he is not cominandea to 
teach, or exhort us to any thing, but to the Doctrine. 
of the Reformation : it's true, the Students of our Col- 
ledges of Oxford and Cambridze, are much troubled with 
{cruples in this point ; theſe Pauferes dc Lugduno, are 
compelled to faſt all Fridays throughout the year ; and 
it's not lwunger that makes them complein, bur render- 
neſs of Conſcience, becauſe they fear it's Popery. 

It's a Popiſh error, we ſay, to believe that Per 
mance, or our penal works of Faſting, Almſdeeds, or 
corporal anſterities, can avail and help for the re- 
miſſion of our fins, and ſatisfying Gods Juſtice : No, 
we ſay, penal works ſerve for nothing, all is done 
by Repentance ; that's to ſay, by ſorrow of heart for 
having offended God. T his is the Doctrine of Dana- 
us, Willet, Funius and Calvin , who ſays Francis, 
Domirich, Bernard, Antony , and the reſt of Popiſh 
Monks and Fryars, are in Hell for their auſteritics and 
penal works . for all that, you may very well believe, 
ard it's the Doctrine of the Reformation, that Pen- 
nance and penal works, do avail for the remiſſion of 
our fin, and are very profitable to the foul ; for, our 
Common Prayer Book in the Commination azainſt ſin- 
ners, ſays thus, In the Primioive Church, there was 
@ Godly Diſcipline, that at the beginning of Lent, ſuch 
as were ngorious ſinners, were fut to open pennance, 
and puniſh'd in this World, that their Souls may be (aved 
in the day of the Lord, And our Common Prayer Book 
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wiſhes that this Diſcipline were reſtored again”; and 
ſurely it does not wiſh that Popery were reſtored ; 
therefore it's no Popery to ſay, that Pennance, or 
Penal works, do fatisfy for our fins in this World, 
and avail to fave us in the other. 

\ Tſmael. T1 know many of our Congregation miſ- 
like much our Common Prayer Book, for theſe Po- 
pith Tenets ; but what do you fay of the grand errors 
ot Popery, can a man be a true Child of the Refor- 
mation, and yet believe the Popes Supremacy ; deny the 
Kings Supremacy ; believe Tran(:b/tantiation and Communi- 
on in on? hind; are theſe Tenets the Doctrine of the 
Reformation, or conſiſtent with its principles. ? 

I[2ac. The Kings Supremacy is undoubtedly the 
Dotrine ot the Reformation, becaule it's judged by 
the Church of Englnd to be of Scripture, yet not only 
the Quakers, Prevbyterians, Anabaptiſts , and other 
Congreg:tions, judge it's not of Scriprure, but as er- 
roneous a Tenct as that of the Popes ſupremacy ; Cz! - 
vin 6, Ames, 1ays, They were unadviſed people an1 
Blaſphemers, who raiſed King Henry the VIII. ſo far 
as to call bim the heal of th? Church ; but allo that no 
Civil Magiſtrate can be the head of any particular 
Church, is the Do&rine of the Centuriztors, cent. ſept . 
pag 11, of Cartwrizht , Viretus, Kenmitius, and many 
others ; who doubts then but that in the principles 
and Doctrine of the Reformation, you may deny the 


Kings Supremacy, tho' the Church of England believes 


it. The Popes Supremacy is the Doctrine of Popery, 
who doubts 1t? bur it's alſo the Doctrine of the Refor- 
mation, for many of our Eminent Doctors have judg- 
ed it to be the Dottrine of Scripture, as Whitgife (a) 
who cites Calvin, and Muſculus for this opinion ; but 
it's needful we relate ſome of their expreſs words, I do 
not deny, fays Luther, (b) but that the Biſhop of Rome, 

u, 
a In Defenſ. 8c. paz. 373.70. 395. b In Reſponſ.tre- 
decem, Propel. 
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is, has been, and ought to be the firſt of all ; 1 believe, 
he is above all other Biſhops , it's not lawful ts deny bis 
Supremacy : MelanCton c ſays no leſs that the B. of 
Rome above all the Church , that it # his office to g6- 
wvern, to Fudge in controverſies , to watch over the Prieſts, 
to keep all Nations in conformity and unity of Doftrine : 
Semaifius, 4 The Pope of Rome has been without con- 
troverſie the firſt Metropolitan in Italy, and not only in 
Italy, nor only in the Weſt, but in all the World, the 6- 
they Metropolitans have been chief in their reſpefive di- 
ſtriits, but the Pope of Rome has been Metropolitan and 
primate, net only of ſome particular Dioceſs, but of all, 
Grotius e has expreſly the ſame Doctrine, and proves 
this ſupremacy belongs to the Pope de Fure Divino. I 
pray conſider if theſe Doors be not'men of ſound judg 
ment, and of eminent learning and credit in our Re- 
formation, and if our Do&rine be Scripture as ſuch 
men underſtand it, conſider, I ſay, with what Juſtice 
can this Doctrine be called Popery more than Refor- 
med Do&trine. 

As for Tranſubſtantiation, it contains two difficul- 
ties ; firſt, if the Body of Chriſt be really in the Sacra- 
ment; and this real preſence, the Lutherans defend 
to be the Doctrine of Scripture, as well as the Papiſts ; 
why then ſhould it be called Popiſh, more than Re- 
formed Doctrine > The ſecond is, if the ſubſtance of 
Bread be in the Sacrament together with Chriſts Bo- 
dy : Lutherans ſay it is, Papiſts ſay it is not, but that 
there 15a T ranſubſtantiation, or change of the whole 
ſubſtance of Bread, into the Body of Chrift ; but hear 
what Luther f ſays of this that we call Popiſh DoCtrine ? 
T give all ferſens liberty to believe in this point, what 
they pleaſe, without hazard of their Salvation , either 

that 
c InEpift. ad Card. Belay Epiſc. Parienſ. d In Traf. Eu- 
char. ad p. Sermondum. e In Annot. ſuper Novum Teftam. 
cap. 10.- Matth. & ſape alibj, | To, 1. Edit. Fonah. 1. de- 


| - capt, Babyl. 
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that the Bread is in the Sacrament of the Altar, * or that 
it is not; would Luth:y have given this liberty 1t 
Tranſubſtantiation had not been the Do&trine of the 
Reformation as well as any other ? Calvin g allo and 
Beta h affirm, that Luthers DoCftrine of the coext- 
ſtence of Chriſts Body and the Bread, is more abſurd 
than the Popiſh Doctrine of the exiſtence of the Body 
alone ; if therefore we be true Reformed, and fate- 
Iy believe the Do@rine of Luther, which 1s the moſt 
abſurd ; much more will we be of the Reformation, 
by believing that of the Papiſts which is leſs. 
Communion in one kind, is the Doctrine of the 
Reformation, no leſs than Communion in both ; for 
beſides that Luther ſays, 4 They Sin not againſt Chriſt 
who uſe one kind only, ſeeing Chriſt has not commang- 
ed to aſe both; and again, k tho' it were an excellent 
thing 10 uſe' both kinds in the Sacrament ; and Chrift has 
commanded nothing in this as neceſſary , yet it were 
better 10 follow peace and unity, than to conteſ> about 
the kizds., but alſo Aelanfbon; 1 who in the opinion 
of Luther ſurpaſics all the Fathers of the Church, ex- 
preſly teaches the ſame Doctrine : and the Church of 
Eneland Statute 1. Edward VI. commands, That ihe 
Sacrament be commonly adminiſter d in both kinds, if 
neceſſity does not require otherwiſe ; mark, he ſays, but 
commonly, and that for ſome neceſlity 1t may be re- 
ceived in one ; laſtly, the ſufficiency of one kind 1n the 
Sacrament , is plainly ſet down by our Reformed 
Church of France, in her Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, prin- 
ted at Saumur, Chap. 12. art. 7. The Miniſtzr muſt give 
the Bread in the Sutvyer to them, who cannot drink the Cub, 
provided it be not for contempt. And the reaſon 1s be- 
cauſe 
g Admonit. 2, ad Weſtph. defen]. 2. Oxthod. fit. hH Lib. de 
Cana Domini, 1 Lib. de capt. Babyl. c. de Euchar. k Epiſt. 
ad Bahemos in declarat. Euch. & in (erm. de Euch. | In 
Concil. Theol. a4 March. Eleft. de uſu utrinſque ſpecie; 
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( 69) 1 
cauſe there are many who canriot endure the taſte of 
Wine; wherefore it often happens among them, thar 
ſome perſons, do take the Bread alone; and truly if 
ſome of our Miniſters in England , do not give better ' 
Wine than they are accuſtomed , who very 1rreyerent- ' 


- ]y ſerve that Holy Table with naughty traſh, it's much 


to be feared, that our flock will alſo petition to be dif- 
penc'd with in the Cup ; becaufe there are ſome of fa 
delicate Palats, that they cannot endure thetaſte of bad 
Wine. Now, you may admire the injuſtice of the 
Papiſts in Condemning our Reformed rine and 
Do&tors as Hereticks,whereas thoſe Tenets are beliey- 
ed by many of us, as well as by them; and theground- 
leſs ſeverity of our Congregations in exclaiming againſt 
that Doctrine ; it being the Do&trine of the Reformb- 
tion, whereas ſo many eminent men of our own, judge 


| it to be of Scripture. 


Iſmael. Whereas I ſee people perſecuted by the 
Church of England for theſe T enets, I can hardly be 
perſwaded they are the Doctrine of the Reformation : 
at- our next meeting we will purſue this diſcourſe, the 
Bell rings tor Morning Prayers, A Dieu. . 


Seventh Dialogue. 


SA AC. You come from Church, as I gueſs by 
the Common &:.nd Book I ſee in your hand, I 
pray let me ſee the Kalender of it, if it be 4 1a mode nou- 


velle, which was made by the Church of England , 
ſince his Majeſties Reftauration, 


Iſmael. Why 2 have you met any thing in it, which 
ſhocks you ? 
Iſaac. Shock me? No Dodtrine or praftice of any 
Congregation , or man of found folhens of our 
H- Church 
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Church can ſhock me ; you know, I plead for liber- 
ty to believe and practice as each one judges by Scri- 
Pture to be true and good. But I obſerve in your Kalen- 
der,you have a day conſecreated to S. Anne in the month 
of July ; I would gladly know , what Am is this, 
which the Church of England honours ſo much ? 

Iſmael, It's Am , the Mother of the Virgin Mary. 

Iſaac. Is't poſſible > I thought it was Ann Belen 
the Mother of our Virgin Elizabeth: I am ſure the 
Church of England, is more obiiged to Her, than to 
the other: but as you have put here the Mother of the 
Virgin Mary, why did not you put inalſo Elizabeth 
mother of the great Baptiſt ; and the Angel Gabriel , 
as well as Michael? 

Iſmael. I know not indeed. 

| Tſeac: Nor do I know , if it be not, becauſe that 

Elizabeth and Gabrie! made the Popiſh Ave Maria, as 
Scripture relates ; but can you tell, as the Church of 
England put in your Kalender, S. George, S. Andrew 
and S. David , Patrons of Engiand, Scotland and 
Wales ; why did not ſhe put in S. Patrick Patron, of 
Treland ? | Bf 

Iſmael, I can't tell, what may be the reaſon, think 
you 
" Tſaac. T know not, if it be not that he forfeited 
his place for his Purgatory ; for tho the others were as 
deep in Pepery as he, (if we believe the Papiſts, 
bur theParliament paſs'd an Act of Indemnity for Eng- 
land, Scotland and Wales, after the Kings return to his 
Kingdoms ; and rhereby the fin of Popery was forgiven 
to their Patrons, and no Att of Indemnity was palt for 
Ireland, whereby Patrick is ſtill guilty; if it be not , 
that the Seven Champions of Chriſtendome tell us. S. Pa- 
trick was S. George his Footman, and it was not 
thought good manners, to put him in the ſame rank 
with his Maſter. 
Iſmael. For ſhame, if not for piety, ſorbear , I 
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cannot endure to ſully Sacred things with profane Ral- 
leries ; the Kalender 1s a holy inſticution of the Church, 
and ought to be reverenc'd. 

Iſaac. And fo 1s Epiſcopacy, Surtlices , Bells , Or- 
gans, and Corner Caps 3 yet I hope you will give Pres- 
byrerians , Anabaptiſts, uzkers, &c. leave to laugh 
at them : and be ſtill as good Children of the Refor- 
mation as you,it you eſteem them co be Sacred and Holy, 
reverence and honour them, I commead you ior 1t, if 


' others judge otherwiſe let them follow therr humour ; 


each one as he fancies, ſays the Fellow kiſſing bis Cow ; 
this is the Holy Liberty of the Reformation, Scripture 
as each one underſtands 1:. 

Iſmael. Let us return to our laſt diſcourſe; how tis 
it poible, that thoſe Teners of Pop:ry, ſhould be tie 
Dottrine of the Reiormartion , whereas we lee the 
Church of Enzland io leverely pertecuce the Profeilyis 
of thein ? 
| Tfaac. Do you think a D»o&riae is not of the Re- 
formation, becaute it's denyed by the Church of Eng- 
land >. or becauſe the perfecutes the Profeſſors of it ? do 
not they perſecute ali non Conformiſts, as well as Po- 
pery ? perſecution 1s no proot of a Doctrine to be bad ; 
1:'s bar theeffe& of a blind zeal armed with power : for 
ro know certaialy if a Doctrine be of the Reformati- 
on, you mult try it by our teſt of Rule of Faith, which 
is the written Word of God , and whatever any man 
of ſound Judgment , of a ſincere and humble heart 
judges'ro be contained in Scripture, or an indubitable 
contequence out of it; that man, may believe that 
Dof&trine, let all others Judge of it as they liſt, and by 
ſo believing will be a true Child of the Retormartion 
wherefore ſince that the Church ot France,” that os 
England in Edward the VI.time , Luther , MelauGhen 
Grotizs, and the other Authors I quoted , do Judg 
Tranfubftantiation, Popes Supremacy , and Coin 
munian in one kind to be _ Doctrine of Scripturee : 

WT We 
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we muſt call jt the Do&trine of the Reformation ; and 
1! you judge as they did, you may believe the Doctrine 
and be ſti1} of the Reformarion, as well as they. 

I'!macl, Can you ſhew me any other Tenet of Po- 
pery , which you can call the Do&trine of the Refor- 
mation. 

Iſaac. Alas ! you can hardly ſhew me any Tenet of 
Popery , but what is it's Doctrine ; what DoGtrine 
.more Popiſh than that of Confeſſion and Abſolution 

' from ſins? yet it'sas truly thneDoCtrine of the Reforma- 

tion, as Figurative Preſence: for not only (4) Lode. 
chins, b Altamerus, C Sacerius and d Melanitbon 
fays, it's 4 Sacrament: but the Church of England 1n 
our Common Prayer Book, declares that Prielts have 
not only the power of declaring their fins to be forgi- 
ven to & Penitents, but alſo the power of forgiving 
them : and ſets down the form of Abſolution , which 
the Miniſter is to uſe, Our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who left 
power to the Church to abſolue all ſinners which truly re- 
pent , of his mercy forgive thee and thine offences ; and 
T by bis Authority committed unto me, do Abſolve thee 
from all thy fins: The Miniſter of the Dioceſs of Lin- 
coln in their Survey of the Book of Common Prayers , 
checkt this Do&trine as Popery, and petitioned to have 
it blotted out ; but could not prevail ; whereby weare 
glven to underſtand, it's the Doctrine of the Reiorma- 
tion. 

It's Popery , weſay, to call Extream Union, 
Confirmation , and Holy Order of Prieſt-hood, Sa- 
craments : and who can juſtly deny all this to be the 
Do&trine of the Reformation? for Calvine ſays, I 
confeſs, the Diſciples of Chriſt did uſe Extream Uniion 
65 4 Sacrament; I am not , ſays he, ofthe ini 

theſe,. 
a In Diſput. Theol. pag. 301. b In Conciliat. loc. Scrip 
loco. 191 ©@o.In lock Commun. To 1. de Poteſt. Eccl. d In 
Apol. bf Aug. art. 13. @& lib. pag. 234 e In 
P 5. Epiſt, Iace v. 4 | 
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thoſe, who judge 'it was only a Medicine for corpbral di- 
ſeaſes: Calvin t alſo, and with him our Common 
Prayer Book and all our Divines ſay, a Sacrament is 
nothingelſe, bur a Viſible fign of the inviſible Grace 
we receive by it ; and they ſay with g Pouel, þ Hoo 
ker and others, that this definition fits exactly Confir- 
mation, wherefore the Miniſters of the Dioceſs of 
Lincolne, checkt the Common Prayer Book , for gi- 
ving the Difinition of a Sacrament to Confrmation. 
i M-lanfthon. k Bilſom, 1 Hooker and m Calvin ex- 
preſly teach , that the Order of Prieſthood', is a Sa- 
crament. And when'men of ſo eminent Judgment of 
our Reformation teach this to be the rine of 
Scripture, who doubts but that it is of the Refor- 
mat10n. 

Iſmael. By this, you deſtroy the Doctrine of the 
Reformation, of two Sacraments only. 

Iſazc. Deſtroy it? God forbid : Becauſe the Church 
of England ſays, there are but two Sacraments, I 
fay it's the Doctrine of the Reformation, there are but 
two, and becauie ſo many eminent Men judge by 
Scripture there are more, I ſay it's the Doctrine of the 
Reformation there are more, that's to ſay fix , Bap- 
tiſm, Confirmation, Euchariſt, Pennance, Extream 
Untction and Holy Order : and very likely our Biſhops 
and Miniſters, for their Wives ſake, will not ſtick to 
grant that Matrimony alſo is a Sacrament. 

Iſmael. But can you tay , that Prayers to Saints and 
Images, Prayers for the dead, and Purgatory, are 
not meer Popery, and in no wiſe the Doctrine of the 
Reformation? 

Iſaac. Without doubt, thoſe Tenets are Popery ; 
bur all the World knows, the Lutherans uſe Images in 

- their 
f Lib. 4. Inſt. c. 14. ſet.5. g In modeſt. Examin. h. In 
Eccl. Polit. l. 5. ſe. 66. 1 In lock Commun. tit. ds Nume- 
ro. Sacram. K In perfet. Regim. pag. 109. 1] Iz Eccl, 
Felit. lib. s. ſe. 77. m Lib. 4. Injk. c. 29. 
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their Churches and pray before them ; and the Holy 
Synod of Charenton has declared, as he was ſaid in our 
firſt Dialogue, that the Luther ans have nothing of Su- 
perſtition or Idolatry in their manner of Divine Wor- 
ſhip; this is alſo the Dodtrine n of Facobus, Andreas, 
o Brachmanus , þ Kemnitius , Luther and Bremins 
oted by Beza , q and why ſhould not a Doctrine 
udged by ſuch eminent Men to be of Scripture , be 
called the Do&rine of theReformation > Prayers for 
the dead and Purgatory, is Popery confeſſedly ; but 
alas | it 15 taught expreſly by #rbans, Regius r Pu- 
cer,  Zuinglius, t Melanfthon , u Luther, x the 
Common Prayer Book in King Edwards time 
printd 1549. And many others of our learned Doct- 
ors, and what can you call more properly the Do&t- 
rine of the Reformation, than what ſach Men teach 
to be the Doctrine of Scripture: And tho our Brethren, 
Duakers,  Anabaptiſts, Presbyterians and Proteflants, 
udge Prayers to Angels and Saints to be nothing elſe 
ut Popery: yet our Common Prayer Book has the 
{ame Colle& or Prayer to Angels in S. Michael's day, 
that the Popiſh Maſs Book has, and defires that the An- 
gels may ſuccour and defend us on earth; and Prayers to, 
and interceſſion of Saints is taught by Luther, y Bil- 
neus. and Latimer quoted by Fex, $4 and conſequently 
it's the Doftrine of the Reformation. | 
Iſmael. If all theſe Popiſh Articles may be ſafely 
believed by the Reformation, and be the Dottrine of 
our Reformed Church, as well as of Popery ; what 
difference then betwixt us and Popery ; or why are we 
called a Reformation of Popery, or why did we ſepa- 
tate from them ? Tſaac. 
n Epit. Colloq.Mentisbel. o In Center. Exercit. Theol. pag.270. 
p Exampar 4. & In reſponſ ad aa Colleq.Montisbel. gat. par. 
2 in Prafas. rt Inls s Commur.c. 18. & 19.1 Inſcrip. Angel. 
fag. 450.t To. 1. in Eun. Art.90.7%7 Art.bo. u In 4polog. 
Cenfeſ. Aug. X To 1. Wittem. in reſol. de Indul. concl, 15. y 
E j1jt ad S'palat. z AG 9and Mon. pag. 462.07 312. 


(75) 


Iſaxc. T have told you already, that our difterence 
from Popery, is not, becauſe we muſt deay what 
they believe, for we believe as well as they the Unity 
and Trinity of God, the Incarnation of his Son, &c. 
but in this, that the Papiſts. believe becauſe the Pope 


| © and Church ſays, this is true revealed Do@rine, but 


we believe nor becauſe any Church, Pope, or Doftor 
ſays ſo, but becauſe we our felves judge by Scripture 
itisſo; forifa Papiſt did ſay, I do not believe this is 4 
revealed Truth, becauſe the Pope and Church ſays it is, 
but becauſe I find by Scripture it is ; he would be no Pa- 


piſt ; believe then whatever Dodtrine you will, either - 


Popery , Fudaiſm , Proteſtancy , Arianiſm , oor what 
elſe you ended you judge by Scripture it is 
true, and that you believe it, not becauſe this or that 
Church, Congregation, or Doctors believe it , but 
becauſe your ſelf judges it be true, yowll be a true 
Child of the Reformation: And this-is- the reaſon 
why we are called a Reformation, and why we ſepa. 
rated from them, becauſe they would have us take for 
our Rule of Faith Scripture as 1aterpreted by them,and 
believe not what we judge to be the. DoGtrine of 
Scripture, but what they judge ; and this 1s alfo the 
Reafon why Presbyterians are jealous with the Church 
of England ; why Anabaptiſts forſake Preſbyt>rians , 
why theſe are forſakea by Luakers, becauſe each one 
would havethe World judge as they do, and perſe- 
cute and trouble one another, which is quite againſt 
the Spirit of the Reformation , for whereas our Rule 
of Faith is no Church, Congregation, or man, but 
Scripture as each one underſtands it ; it follows that by 
our principles, every one mult be permitted to believe 
whatever he pleaſes, and by ſo doing, he will be a 
true Chill of che Reformation, 

Iſmael. The Chureh of Enzland nor any of our 
nyeions will never believe any of thoſe Popiſh 

enets, 


[Tſage, . 
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aac. The time may come that they may believe 
them all, and be ſtill as good Reformers as now they 
are 2 For if the Pope and his Church ſhould to mor- 
row deny and excoramunicate thoſe I enets, which now 
they ſo ſtedfaſtly believe, ( and I hope they will ſome 
day, ) then jc would be a pious and virtuous action in 
all Reformed Children, to believe them all, as much 
as -now they deny them : And let us pretend what 0- 
ther reaſons we pleaſe, but it's very certain that the 
ſtrongeſt reaſoa we can have to deny thoſe Articles, is 
becauſe the Pope and his Church believes them, and 
conſeguently, it the Popiſh Church would but deny 
them, we might and qught to believe them, you will 
think this a Paradox ; bur liſten to our Apoſtolical and 
Divine Luther : (a) If a general Council , ſays 
he, did permit Priefts ts marry, it would be 4 ſingular 
mark of Piety, and fign of Godline(s, in has caſe to take 
Concubines , rather thin to marry in conformity to the 
Decree of uhe Council, 1 would in that caſe commund 
Prieſts not to marry under pain of damnation. And a- 
gain he ſays; b If the Council fhould Decree Commu- 
non in both kinds ; in contempt of the Council, T would 
take one only kind or noxe. Yee theſe words of Luther, 
you by our learned Hoſpinian, c and Fewel, 4 and 
ec it's not only my Doctrine but of great Luther, that 
in caſe the Pope and Council deny all the Tenets they 
now believe; we may, and it will be a pious, godly 
action to believe them, and make as many Atts of Par- 
liament for them, as now we have againſt them. Bur 
what's the matter > Methiaks you become pale , ſome- 
thing troubles you, ſpeak, what 15't > 
Iſmael. Ir's the horror I conceive againſt your diſ- 
courſe, my countenance cannot be in a calm, when 
my mind 15 1n ſuch a ſtorm and contuſton-: purſue no 
more, 
a To. 2. _ 214 b De formula Miſa? To 3. 
Germ. C In Hiſtor. Sacram. pr, 2. fol. 13. d 1a replics 
xt. Harding'im. 
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More, you ſaid enough that I ſhould cnrſe the day 
I have ever ſen you, or heard that which you call 
Holy Liberty, which is but a proſtitution of Conſciences, 
a profanation of all that is ſacred, and an open gap to 
all impiety in Doctrine and Manners : Bur I hope the 
Lord has given me that profound reſpect and artach to 
our Holy | ns that I ſha!l not be beaten from 
it by all your engines, able to inſpire a contempt and 
hatred of it to any weak Brother, for who would 
live a moment in 1t, if ſuch impious Tenets, ſuch 
{candalous and blaſphemous Do&trines were of it, or 
were unavoidable 7 ar out of its principles: No, 
no, the principles of the Reformed Church are ſound 
and Orthodox, and no Doftrine can follow from them, 
but what's pare and true. 

Iſaac. Let me tell you, I have as tender a love for 
the Reformation as you: And I will maintain the 
Holy Liberty I affect, cannot juſtly be called a proſti- 
tution of Conſciences; for, you dare not deny bur 
this is an Orthodox and ſound principle, that our Rule 
of Faith is Scripture as each perſon of ſound Judgment 
underſtands it; that it is lawful for each perſon of 
ſound Judgment to read it, to give his Judgment of 
the true ſenſe of it, and to believe and hold that ſenſe 
of it, which he thinks in his Conſcience to be true ; is 
there any.proſtitution of Cenſciences in this Doctrine ? 
Or is it not the Do&trine of our Reformation > 

Iſmael. All this is true, the proſtitution of Conſci- 
ences lyes not there, but in the ſcandalous and blaſphe- 
mous Tenets, which you pretend that follow out of 
that Rule of Faith. 

Iſaac. But you wrong the Reformation in calling 
ſuch Tenets blaſphemies and ſcandals : For ſince our 
Rule of Faith is Trimury aseach perſon of {ound Judg- 
ment underſtands it ; if this Rule of Faith be good and 
ſound, if it be Religious and Holy, any Doctrine that 
is conformable to this Rule, 'muſt be good , ins. 
reli- 
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religious and holy ; this being our Rule of Faith and 
Manners, it's clearer than day light, that all and each 
Tenet which I rehearſed in all my former diſcourſes, 
are conformable to our Rule of Faith; for our Rule 
is Scripture as each Man of found Fudgment underſtands 
it. Qur Doctrine therefore muſt be, what any Per- 
ſon . of found Fudamen: underſtands to be the Doitrine of 
Scripture, T his 1s arievident ſequel out of that Prin- 
ciple, and whereas there is not one Tenet of all thoſe 
which I rehearſed, whether they concern Doctrine or 
Manners ; but was Judged by the Doors, which I 
cired for it , to be the Doctrine of Scripture ; it fol- 
lows unavoidably , that there is not one T enet of them 
bur is the Dotrimne of the Reformation : Therefore 
you muſt be forced to either of theſe two; either to jay 
that oar Rule of Faith, by which fuch Dottrines are 
warranted, is naught, wicked aad ſcandalous, and 
leads to a proſtitution of Conſciences ard Manners; or 
that ali thoſe Teners, are good, found, pious, and 
ho proſtitution or corruption of our Conſcieaces: . For, 
pick and chooſe out the Dotrine which you think to be 
the moſt wicked and ſcandalous of all thoſe I rehearſed; 
you cannotdeny, but that it was tanght by the Author 
I quoted for it and Judged by him, to be the Doctrine 
of Scripture. And if no 1 )ottor hitherto had believed 
it, you or I, or ſome o:her Perſon of found Judgment, 
may Judge it to be the Dodtrine of Scripture ; 
Either of both, then you muſt be conttrained to grant. 
Or that the Dottrine of the Reformation, is not what 
each Perſon of ſound Judgment underſtands to be the 
Do&trme and ſeaſe of Scripture, which 1s as much as 
to ſay, that our Rule of Faith muſt not bz Scripture 
as we underſtand it, but that we mult believe againſt 
our own Judgment and Conſcience , what others ſay 
is the Dodtrine and ſenſe of Scripture; Or you muſt 
grant that all and cach of thoſe Tenets I rehearſed, 1s 
the DodGtrine of the Reformation , tho you, or this, 
Qr 
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or that Man may Judge them ta be blaſphemies and 
ſcandals. : 

Iſmael. I confeſs our Rule of Faith in the Refor- 
mation is Scripture as each Perſon underſtands it ; for 
all our reformed Churches, with the Church of Eng- 
land, in her 39 Articles do give us this Rule of Faith. 
| confeſs conſequently ont of this Principle, that we 
muſt not believe what Doctrine or ſenſe of Scripture 
others Judge to be true and Orthodox , if we do not 
our {elyes Tales it to be ſuch, for we muſt not be for- 
ced to believe againſt our Judgments : Laſtly I confeſs 
we may ſafely believe, whatſoever Doctrine we ſe- 
riouſly Judge to be the Doctrine of Scripture, but pro- 
vided, that tuch a Tenet or Doctrine be not plainly 
againſt Scripture, and be not plain and downright im- 
piety and blaſphemy.. | T0 Ih 16} 

Tſaac. And in caſe you , * or the Church of Englend , 
Rome, France, or Germany, Judges a Dodnne' to 
be blaſphemous and' againſt Scripture, and Lathe, 
or Calvin, or I, or another, Judges it is'fzo0d Do- 
rine and conformable to Scripture, to which Judg- 
ment muſt I ſtand > Muſt I believe yours againſt my 
Conſcience and Knowledge > Or muſt not I believe 
my own? Is it not the Principle and pradtice of our 
Reformation, that I muſt believe what judge in my 
conſcience to be Scripture, and not what others judge, 
it they judge the contrary > When Luther began the 
Reformation, _ 41d not almoſt all Chriſtiaris and the 
whole Church believe Purgatory and Prayers to Saints 
to be the Doctrine of Scripture ? And did not he very 
commendibly deny it againſt them all, becauſe he 
Judged by Scrzpture it was not? Will a Presbyterian 

lieve Epiſcopacy, becauſe the Church of England 
fays it's the Doctrine of Scripture > No, but deny it 
becauſe himſelf Judges it 1s not. 

.  Tfmael. | It's true, each ' one may lawfully believe 
what himſelf Judges to be the DoCtrine of Scripture, 
pro- 
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provided he be a Godly well intentioned Man, humble 


and meek in ſpirit ; provided ſecondly, that what he 
underſtands to be the ſenſe and Doctrine of Scripture, 


be not abſurd and impious in the Judgement of all the 


reſt of the Faithful : For let a man be ever fo learn- 
ed and Gedly; if he gives an Interpretation of Scrip- 
ture which is Be by all the Church, he muit not 
be followed. 
Iſaac. Your firſt Proviſo is very good, and I hope 
ou will meet no DoGor of all thoſe I quored for thoſe 
enets, which you call Blaſphemies, who was not a 
learned, godly , humble, and well intentioned Man, 
who will be bold as to deny it of Luther, Calvin, 
ay » ZuingMus, 8c.? Your ſecond Proviſo is not 
Juſt, andin ic you overthrow the whole Reformation, 
and our Rule of Faith ; for this being as you granted, 
So_—_ as each perſon of ſound Judgments under- 
i; whatever Interpretation or ſenſe any man of 
ſound ngmnent underſtands to be of Scripture, he 
may fately aud piouſly believe it, tho' all the reſt of the 
World ſhould judge 1t to be impious and blaſphemous, 
otherwiſe our Rule of Faith, muſt not be Scripture as 
we underſtand it, but as it is underftoed by others : 
And whereas no Tenet of all thoſe I rehearſed, but 
was judged to be the ſenſe and DoCtrine of Scripture, 
by ſome of thoſe eminent Dodtors I quoted, it follows 
ma d might have ſafely believed them ; and if you or I 
Judge as they did, we may alſo belieye as they did; 
and be {ti]l of the' Reformation. 
Iſmael. , It's wicked and pernicious to fay any par- 
ticular perſon may believe his own private ſeriſe and in- 


terpretation of Scripture, if it be Judged by all others 
to be naught ; and therefore the Church of England 
prudently and wiſely, puts a ſtop and bridle to the ex- 
travagant and rambling imaginations of particular per 
ſons ; they muſt conform themſelves, and believe bnt 
what the Church Judges may be ſafely believed, 


Tſaac, 


# 
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Tſac: Pray Sir , fince when is it commendable tg 
colterin Mens Judgements to believe , not what each 
one thinks beſt ; but what the Church thinks may be 
fafcly believed» Was this commendable- in the be- 

ng of our Reformation , when our bleſſed Re- 
ormers began'to teach their private. Judgments againſt 


© the Churchtheneſtabliſht? Tf it was then the Church of 


Rome is'to be commended , for perſecuting and ex- 
communicating our firft Reformers ; and if this was 
not, nor js it not commendable in the Church of Rome 
why is it commendable in the Church of England? 
This. is a piece of Popery, whereof the Church of Eng-. 
land is Guilty , and for which all our Congregations 
arc jealous of her: Be it known to you , our other 

10ns, Lutherans, Caluiniſts, Anabaptiſts , 
&c. are as truly and Godly Children of the Retorma- 
tlon as the Church of England ; and they will not ſub- 
mit to that Papiſh Tyranny, nor ſuffer any curb to 
their Judgments , but will have our Rule of Faith to. 
be 'bur Scripture., and cach one tounderftand, and be- 
heve it, as he. thinks beſt in the Lord. 

" Iſmael. T confeſs, other Congregations will admit 
no ſuch curb, nor bridleto their Judgments, but fol-- 
low Scriptureas they underſtand it ; but the Church of 
England has a reverent regard for the ſeaſe and Inter- 
pretation of it given by Primitive ages, Fathers and 
Councils, and that we prefer before the private Inter- 
pretations of particular Perſons: 

Iſaac. And juſt fo faith the Popiſh Church to Lu- 
ther and our firſt bleſſed Reformers, and if that had been 
well done; we ſhould have had, neither Proteſtancy 
nor any other Reformation: But you confeſs at 
leaſt, thatthe Rule of Faith in all other Congrega- 
tions, 1s but Scripture as each Perſon underſtands it , 
and each Perſon may conſequently believe his own 
ſenſe of it, and deny the ſenſe of any other if he does 
not like it: Then you _ confeſs, that in all _ 

One 
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{ We, 
Congregations, except the Church of England, . 

Reformed Child CR any ſenſe i Dodiine, 
which any Perſon of ſound Judgment Judges to be 
Scripture, if :himſelf likes it, tho all the reſt of the 
World may think it naught ; and whereas you cannot 
deny, but that all and cach or qpted, by me for 


Tenets, which you call Bla , . were * 
Gund and abls Judgments; 0 ll cone, that & 


3 you co 
is a neceſſary ſequel our of their Rule of Faith, that 
in all other 
ly believe all thoſe 'Tenets, and be ſtll true Children 
wr =p pe 7 ſpeak coherently and ſtand 

I coherently 
to their Principles, they may believe thein ſafcly ; but 
as I hate thoſe Blaſphemous Tenets , I abhor and de- 
teſt alſo that Principle and Rule of Faith of other 
tions, from which ſuch Tenets are unavoid- 
able ſequels. 

 Tſaac. Good Iſmael , ou forget what you have 
hitherto all along avowed , and you arequite aſtray 
from the Doctrine of the Reformation : You have 
often granted me , that our Rule of Frith js Scrip- 
rure, not as this or that Congregation , oT., 
or Church, but as each {Perſon of ſound Judgment 
underſtands it 3 and now you tell me you hate and 
that Rule, becauſe that our of it , there fol- 
low Rrange and blaſphemous Tencts > You ſay, 
the ſenſe and Interpretation of the primitive ages , 
Church and Fathers muſt be preferred before the In- 
cerpretation of any private Perſon or Congregation ; 

=_ what think you of our whole Reformation 
and particularly of our 39. Articles of the Church of 
England , which allow no other Rule of Faith , but 
Scripture 4s each Perſon of ſound Fadgment under- 
ſtands it> What ſay you of Luther, Calvin , Eexa, 
and the reſt of our firſt Reformers, who preferred 


ckeir own private ſenſe and Interpretation of Scrip- 
eure, 


ions they may pioully and ſafe- - 
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ture, before that of the whole Church > What ſay 

ou to. the Presbyterigns, wha prefer their own 

enſe and Interpretation of the Bible , before that 
of the Church ot England > What lay you of all 
the Congregations of the Reformed Church, each 
one of whic , holds it's ſenſe and DoCtrine of Scrip- 
ture, different from all the reſt > I grant, there 
ought to be a wa for the Judgment and In- 
terpretation of the Text , given by the Primitive 
Church and Fathers; but ifa Door, or Man 
of ſound Judgment , repleniſht with Gods Spirit , 
reads Scripture with an humble Heart, and poo» 
Intentien., and Judges by it, that Bygamy is law 
ful ; that there is no Myſtery of three Perſons in 
one. Divine Nature; that Chriſt deſpaired on the 
Croſs, 8c. Tho theſe Doftrines be quite againſt 
the Judgment of Fathers, Church, and Councils, 
he may believe them , and be ſtill a true Reformed 
Child ,, becauſe he tollows our Rule of Faith ; and 
if he muſt deny theſe Articles, becauſe athers decry 
Gems then he muſt go againſt his own Judgment and 
Conſcience, for to coatoxrm kimſelf to them, and 
bis Rule of Faith muſt not be Scripture as each Man 
of ſound Judgment underſtands it; but as the priuy- 
tive Ages, Church , and Councils underſtands it; 
and this is Popery. 

Im. Prethee Friend Iſaac, . let's give. qyer : 
All that your diſcourſe drives at , by what I can 
perceive, is either to. beat me from the Reforma- 
tioa ; by ſhewing me the abſurdity of 1ts Rule of 
Faith; or oblige me to believe ſcandalous and 
blaſphemous Tenets, a neceſſary ſequels out of that 
Rule: I am a Child of the Reformation , - and 


never will be otherwiſe. 


, * Iſagc.” The. Lord, who is the Searcher of Hearts 


knows , you miſconſter my intentions: How can 
you, ſay I intend to ms from the Reforma- 
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tio; . do not I. .infiſt and perſwade you to ftick 
taſt ro its Rule of Faith, ard acknowledge no 
other but Scripture, as you urderſtand it > Hew 
can you ſay, I oblige you to believe falſe and 
tcandalous Tenets > To the ccntrary, I adviſe 
you Not to . believe them , if you judge. by Scrip- 
cure they are falſe and ſcandalous: What my dif- 
courſe drives at it, that you ſhould not cenlure , 
blame, or call any Doctrine blaſphemous , ſcan- 
dalous , faiſ», er Heretical, (Popery. excepted , ) 
for, tho you Judg by Scripture it is not true; 
another will Judge it to be the true ſenſe and 
Doctrine of the Text; and if he does, he may 
with a ſafe Conſcience believe it, and ought not 
to be blamed by you or any other for believing 
it; if you do not like that Do&rine, do not be- 
lieve ie 5 bur let the other believe as he Judges 
by Scripture he may, and ler every tub ſtand on 1ts 
own bottom. 
Iſmazl. Once more I beſeech you give over ; 
I] will not diſcourſe any more with you. 
F. - Nay Dear Ifmue! , I ſee you are troubled, 
I will not leave you 1n that perpienly 2 Be 
Pleaſed to liſten to three points I will propoſe un- 
toyou, and you'll not miſs to find ſatisfaction in 
either of them. 
Iſmael. Let's hear them. | | 
Tſaze. Will you believe Scripture, as it is Inter- 
and in that fenſe which the Church, Councils, 
and Fathers propound unto you > 
Iſmael. 1 will not be obliged to that, for I may 
by $ criptnre that ſenſe and Interpretation of it , 
to be falſe anderroneous, and I will nor be obliged 
to believe any thing againſt my Judgment and Con- 
ſcience ; that is Popery. 
Iſaac. That's well, in ſo much you follow the 
footſteps of Luther, Calvin, and our firſt Refor- 
mers, 


| 
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mers, who would not believe what the Church be- 
lieved in - their time, nor regarded not what the Pa- 
piſts alledged- out of the Councils and Fathers againſt 
them, becauſe they held themſelves obliged to believe 
Scripture as they uaderſtoed it, and not as it was un- 


*|” derſtood by others: Will you then believe Scrip- 


ture in that ſenſe and interpretation which your ſelf 
judges to be true, 'tho' the Church, Councils, 
and all ' other Congregations judge it to be falſe 
_ erroneous, and give the like hberty to all o- 
eners > | 

Iſmael, That's dangerous ; for it would follow 
that any man might believe without check or blame, 
the greateſt blaſphemies imaginable, if he Judges them 
to be the (eaſe of the Text. 

Iſaac. Why then, fince that rhe firſt does not pleaſe 
ou, for fear of conſtraining your Judgment Papiſt- 
ike ; and the ſecond difpleafes you, for the ſcope it 

gives for to believe any thing, or nothing ; your beſt 
way will be to lay Scripture afide, whereas Chriſt has 
forgor, or neglected to appoint -us fome aſſured means 
oy to know what ſenſe of it he would have us be- 
ieve. 

_ Thnael. And what Religion ſhall I profeſs if I lay 
Scripture aſide ? 

Tec. The ſame which now you have by Scripture ; 
that's to ſay, whatever you Judge to be the true Wor- 
ſhip of God: Beſure to profeſs a reverence for Scrip- 
ture, and ſeem to believe it's the Word of God, leaſt 
you may ſcandalize weak Brethren ; pretend always 
that your ſentiments are grounded upon the Text, but 
berwixt you and Cod, believe whatever you think to 
be true, worſhip God as you Judge he is tobe wor- 
{hip'd,and that's the way to live in peace : Do you think 
but that thoſe Noble Spirits which they: call the Wits 
of England, have a good Religion? In publick they 
ſpeak reverently of the mis ut we know what oy 

3 ave, 
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have, and do declare in their private diſcourſes, that 
1s but a Romence,or meer fiction : Do you think but that 
there was a Religion in England before it faw Gregory's 
E miſſaries, Auſtin and his Menks > What need there- 
fore of a Bible for to have Religion? Were not the 
Swinfeldians a religeous Congregation, and of the Re- 
formation too, yet they cared not for Scripture, but 
grounded their belief. upon Gods inſpiration and in, 
ward fpecch to the heart. ? | 

Thnael. If I were not well acquainted with you , 

and had not very convincin oofs, and fignal 
reſtimonies of your piety, ſolid Religiofity, and Chri- 
ſtianity, I would Judge you by this laft piece of your 
diſcourſe, to be an impious 4theift or Pagan: and I 
wonder that fo good a Chriſtian, as I know you to be, 
ſhould ſpeak fo irreverently of the Bible, and ſo much 
in commendation of Paganiſm as you do: There was 
indeed a Re'igion in England bein they knew what 
Scripture was ; but that Religion was Paganiſm , 
which a and his Companions happily baniſhe 
from our Land. 

T{aac. Happily > do you call an exchange of Paga- 
niſm for Popery (introduced by Auſtin) a Happinelis ? 
is it not generally believed in our Reformation , 
gnd moſt ſtrongly proved of late, by that incompa- 
rable Wit and Per-man, Doctor Stillmgfleet, that 
Popery has as much of Idolatry as Paganiſm : our 
Land therefore kad in Paganiſm as on a Religion, 
as it received by Auftin in Popery: Does not this our 
noble Champioh, and moſt of the Scribes of the 
Church of England teach, that Popery is a ſaving Re- 
ligion , that we may be ſaved in the Church of Rome ? 
it Popery ( not withſtanding it be Idolatry, as they ſay) 
b: a ſaving Religion, how can they deny but that Pa- 

aniſm is alſo a taving Religion > what need had our 
orefathers therefore to abandon Paganiſm > why was 
it not left in the land ? 


Iſmael. 
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Iſhmael. Whatever may be ſaid of Popery, it cat- 
not be denyed, but that Chriſtianity is better than Pa- 


ganiſm : the expulſion t re of Paganiſm by Auftit- 
was a Happineſs, becauſe by it Chriſtianizy was intro- 
duced, and eftabliſht in our Kingdom. 


Iſaac. Alas Tſmael ! if England had been as well 
informed of the merit of Paganiſm, when firſt Chriſti- 
arity was preached, it had never exchanged the one for 
the other. 

Iſmael. What , not Paganiſm, which adored a 
Multitude of Gods, for Chriſtianity which adores but 
one > Not Paganiſm, which adored Fupirer . Saturn , 
Venus, 8c. who were Devils and Evil Spirits ; - or 
wicked Men, who cauſed themſelves to be adored, for 
Chriftianicy, which adorcs the only true, immortal and 
erernal De ity ? 

' T{aac. You ſpeak with the Vulgar fort, and be- 
lieye as yon have been inft1uRted by your Anceſtors : [ 
confeſs, the Apoſtles, and Ancient Doctors of Chri- 
ſtianity do teach. that theCiods of the Gentiles wereDe- 
vils or Evil Spirits; I confeſsalſo , all the Chriſtian 
World ſince the firſt preaching of the Goſpel, was 
ſo perſwrded , grounded upon Scripture, which in 
ſeveral places ſays, ths Gods of the Gentiles were Devils, 

ounded upon the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, and their 

zucceſſors the Fathers of the Church, and the World 
being perſwaded by the Apoſtles, by the DoCtors, Fa- 
thers, and Preachers of Chriſtianity , that the Gods 
which the Pagans adored were but Devils which by 
forceries, and marvelous works deceived mankigd , 
and made themſelves to be adored as Gods, all men 
were aſhamed ro adore but Devils, forſook Paganiſm 
and embraced Chriſtianity. And all was but a meer 

Policv of Pepery, to caſt ſo much dirt and calumny 

upon Paganiſm , and make it Gods but Devils for to 


introduce and eſtabliſh Chriſtianity ; Dodtox St;lline- 


fleet in his Charge of I.lolatrv azainſt the Church of Rome, 
I 4 pag, 
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pag. 40. and 4r. fays plainly, that the Pagans ave 
charged with more than they were gailty of ; pag. 7, ſays 
that Fupiter adored by. the Pagans ; was ſo far from 
being an Arch-devil, in #be opinion of S. Paul, that 
he was the true Ged , Bleſſed for, ever more : that the 
Pagans adored but one ſupream and Omnipotent (GJod, 
which they called Fupiter, and which they did believe 
to be neither a Devil, nor a Man, bur a true, and 
the firſt and chiefeſt of the Gods ; and that the reſt of 
the Gods, which they adored, they looked upon them 
as upon Inferjour Deities , and gave them no other ado- 
Tation, but ſuch as the Papiſts give to their 
Saints. | 

If therefore the Pagans adored the true Cod under 
the name of Fupiter, and the other Gods but as inferior 
Dexies, as the Papiſts do their S2ints; was 1t not 
unjuſtly done by the Ancient Fathers and Teachers of 
Chriſtianity, to have irapoſed upon the World, and 
made us believe the Pagans adored but Devils and 
Evil Spirits > Have not the Pagans Right and Juſtice 
on their fide, for to plead before our Wiſe and 
Religious Parl:ament, that Paganiſm may be reſto- 
red, or at leaſt tolerated, and Futiter, with the reſt 
of the Ciods, may be adored, as fermerly they 
were; firſt becauſe Paganiſm is no more Idolatry than 
Popery, as Dod&tor Stilline fleet, Maſter Burnet, and 
other Reformed writers prove convincingly ; ſecond- 
ly, becauſe that Paganiſm having been baniſh'd out 
of our Land upon the falſe Information of our firſt 
Teachers, that it was an Adoration of Devils , or 
Evil Spirits, and wicked debaucht men , who by 
congterdieed Wonders, and Cheats, gained the peo- 
ples Adoraticn ; fince that Do&tor Sillinefleet, Mr. 
Burnet , and other Reformed Writers will make it 
ot, that the Pagins adored no Devils, but One, 
true Omnipotent, ſupreme God , - bleſſed for evermore, 
which they callled Futitcr, and the reſt of the Gods as 
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inferior Deities, as Papiſts do their Saints, and will 
pre ve that the Pagans wee charged by the firſt D. 
Dodttors of Chriſtanity, and by all onr Anceſtors, with 
more than they were guilty of ; why ſhould not Pa- 
ganiſm be. reſtored again to the Land, and heard to 
ſpeak for its ſelf, and Dr. St#{linefleer and his zealous 
. companions be licenc'd to plead for them, and for 
noly Fmprter, ſo- fouly miſrepreſented by Antiquity, as 
to be believed an Arch Devil, whom Dr. Siilline fleet 
will prove to have been, +4 true Ged bleſſed for ever 

More | p 
Iſmael. The more I diſcourſe with you, the more 
I am perplexed in mind; I bid you adieu, and do 
confeſs I carry with me from your diſcourſe a diſlike 
of what I have been hitherto an unſertlement in my 
perſwaſton, and a compaſſion of the poor Pagans, 
ſo unjuſtly baniſh'd from our Nation, it what Dottor 
Stilling fleet ſays, be true, he is a learned , Religi- 
ous, and diligent ſearcher into Scripture ; the Ancient 
D Drs. and Fathers of the Church reading Scripture, 
Judged and taught, that > a was a Devil, as well 
as the reft of the Gods which the Gentiles adored ; Dr. 
Stilling fleet and other Reformed D Drs. reading Scrip- 
ture Judge he was no Devil, but the trne God bleſ- 
ſed for evermore ; any Child of the Reformation may 
believe either of both , and put ow in our Lita- 
nies, as well as JE $US Chriſt, and offer Sacrifice 
to him as formerly our Anceſtors did ; for whatever 
any man of ſound Lo, why ny to be the Do&t- 
rine of Scripture, may be ſafely believed, and 1s the 
Do&trine of the Reformation : As for my part I ſee our 
Wiſe Parliament fits now upon a new ſettlement of 
Government and Religion, and I will not reſolve 
upon any Religion, until I ſee what it conclades. If 
r. Stilling fleet be ſo zealous as to put in a good word 
for Paganiſm before that Religious Aſſembly, he may 
find Abettors, and as the Parliament —— 
aes 
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Oectes for the extirpation of Popery, ſoit may cheriſh 
Dr. Stilling may the' introduftion of Peganiſm, and 
the erecting of Temples and Altars for holy Fupiter his 
"yp —_— Go Kc he be _— 
this undertaking, as tor ng Presatery for 
 Proteftancy , he was promoted" to the Deanry of F$. 
Poul, fo by changing Chriſtianity for-Pageniſm, he 
may expect to be his Holy Fupiter's High Prieſt , in 
London Capitol , and reign with him everlaſtingly in 
the other life,* in caſe he believes there is another, 


